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Series: Tell the World

Title: How to Tell the World

Main Text Luke 10:1-20

Jesus not only had the twelve disciples with whom He taught and instructed in the ways of God, but in our story today we will find that He also sends out the seventy or seventy-two as stated in the ESV.  

I must say that there is a discrepancy between bible translations on the number of disciples that were sent, some like the KJV & NKJV say seventy while other translations such as the ESV & NLT uses seventy-two.  Apparently half of the ancient scrolls say seventy while the other half say seventy-two.  Certainly not the main point but worth mentioning.  

The argument for seventy is a palatable one because just as there were twelve patriarchs and seventy elders of Israel, Christ selects His twelve apostles and then His seventy chosen disciples to go before Him.

Regardless of the official count these were chosen to go ahead of Christ to the areas which He had planned to go.  They were to till up the fallow ground in the gentile regions.  While the 12 apostles were sent to Galilee.  

These were followers of Jesus; They had heard His message, they had believed his message, they had witnessed the feeding of the five thousand they had seen the miracles, they were chosen, fit to be used by the master for His great work of evangelism.  They were ordinary men and women who would be used for extraordinary things.  

It would be easy to pass off the responsibility of evangelism to our spiritual leaders if Jesus had only commissioned His twelve disciples.  But then He commissions the seventy from this we learn that the call of evangelism extends beyond our spiritual leaders.  

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy (vs 1-12)

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 

Step 1 Pray (Story of Brownsville school of ministry – emphasizing prayer)

Before embarking in evangelism prayer is essential.  
· Pray for the person (s) that you plan on reaching out to.  
· Pray for Divine opportunities to share the good news of the gospel
· Pray for the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
· Romans 8:26 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
· Pray for laborers.  We are to pray that more people would be involved in the great commission.  

Has the Lord burdened your heart for someone who is in your life?  Are you praying for them faithfully? Are you praying for the opportunity to share Jesus with them?

Ultimately, it is the Lord’s harvest, meaning those people that the Lord has burdened you with are His people.  They belong to Him.  The reason you are burdened for them is because the Lord wants to use you as an instrument to bring about His message of salvation to their lives.  

He can do it without us, but by His design He uses other people to make us aware of our need for a savior.  

	Romans 10:17 

	So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

Think of how you came to the Lord, whether that was a message from a preacher that you responded to or a friend who had shared their testimony with you, God uses people to reach other people.  As believers we must be praying that God will use us and that He would give us those divine appointments each day. 

We must be praying so that we are covered with the armor of God as we begin to take back those who are enslaved to the enemy.  

3 Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 

Step 2 Go Your Way 

Last week Tara talked about knowing your assignment.  For each of us has a different assignment.  Each of us have different upbringings, different testimonies, we live in different neighborhoods, work different jobs, have different interest, go to different schools, etc..

Could it be that the Lord has brought about the friendships that you have, placed you in the neighborhood that you live, surrounded you with the people that are in your lives so that you can impact their lives for the kingdom of God.  

Jesus sent out seventy people each paired up with one other person.  So that was thirty-five different assignments each heading a different way.   

The “way” that the Lord has for one might not be the same “way” that He has for you.  

Just as the “ways” are different” the struggles are also different.  Jesus is telling the seventy that He is sending them into hostile territory.  By the way, wolves prey on and devour sheep. Not everyone will receive the message.   Not only do they not receive the message they will attempt to devour you by discrediting your faith.  

While the sheep may seem like easy prey to a wolf, it is necessary for the sheep to stay close to the shepherd.  For the shepherd protects the sheep from the wolves.  

When your “way” becomes difficult you must rely on the strength of the great shepherd. You must rely on the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Step 3 Have Faith & Speak Out

4 Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you.

The seventy were not to worry about their daily provisions, they were to trust God to provide for them.  They were to walk by faith.  

Furthermore, the message they were to bring was an urgent message, they had no time to waste by greeting people on the road.  Rather they were to engage with families in their homes. They were to spend their time with that family bringing the gospel of peace.  They were not to move on unless they were not welcomed at that home or if the “son of peace was not there.” 

The aim of the gospel is to bring every person at peace with God.  Our sin separates us from God and our flesh is as enmity against Him.   The message of the cross bridges that gap between sinful man and a Holy God.   It is the sacrifice of Jesus that gives us peace with God, and it is by faith that we receive His gift for us.   However, if a person does not accept this message, they remain an enemy of God and there will be no peace in their life. You are not responsible for changing such people.  Your job is simply to tell them the good news.

While a lot has changed over time in the way that we evangelize, there is great value in staying with the one.  Don’t worry about saving the whole world, focus on your one.  

 7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

Here is the other part of the scripture that requires a great faith.  Jesus told them to “heal the sick” and to tell them that the Kingdom of God has come near to them.  

What an incredible thing for Jesus to tell these 70 disciples.  
· Was it by their power they the sick could be healed?  
· What then did Jesus expect them to do? 

He expected them to heal people in His name and by His authority.  This would have been the first time many would hear the name of Jesus and they would see the power accompanied with His name.  So that when Jesus would later visit these areas there would be an eagerness to know Him more.  

	Mark 16:17-18

17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Jesus was expecting the seventy to have faith that they would see God’s healing and delivering power. 

10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say,11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless, know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

For the people who refuse to believe, move on don’t waste your time.  Jesus tells them to shake the dust off their feet as a testimony against them.  For we were made of dust and to dust we return.  But the soul that rejects the good news of the gospel also rejects the one who gives everlasting life when he/she returns to dust they arise to torment. 

The Return of the Seventy (vs 17-20)

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Step 4 Share your Experience.

It is so encouraging to other believers to hear the work that God is doing through other people.  This creates an excitement about sharing the gospel and even inspires others to answer the call of evangelism.

	Revelation 12:10-11

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

How might evangelism be different nowadays? 

1. We have the freedom to Assemble and speak freely about Jesus, 
2. We have the Bible in multiple versions readily available at our fingertips.  We can read that Bible as part of History and see that Jesus came, died, and rose again for our sin.  While the seventy were living it in real time perhaps a bit uncertain about the future of Jesus. 
3. We have the internet and social media platforms which we can reach more people than the seventy that Jesus sent out.  

How might evangelism be the same today?

1. The command to make disciples was to continue to the end of the age.  Meaning we did not get there yet.  

Matthew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
2. Going out two by two is still very effective today. 
3. The harvest is still plentiful today and prayer is still powerful.
4. God still loves and is wanting men/women to be reconciled to Him.
5. There is still the possibility of being persecuted to some degree for your faith
6. There is still an assignment for you in which you must rely on the Holy Spirit
7. You still must act in faith, believing God for healing and provision.
8. It is still effective to work on that one person (one household) until God moves you on.
9. There will still be people who reject the good news of the gospel in which you must be willing to move on. 
10. God’s power is still alive, active, able to heal and deliver and He still chooses to use people to accomplish His work.   

So then How do we evangelize? (Ralph, Kim, Courtney)

· Pray that God will send you a “divine appointment.”
· Pray, maybe even fast for that person believe that God can change them.  
· Maybe for starters you just invite someone to church.  
· You can also give a track (pamphlet) which tells about salvation (Tara and parking lots)
· Perhaps share your testimony with them.
· Invite them over for a meal.  Gradually, turn the conversation towards God.  Perhaps it may take a few times of inviting them over to gain their trust.  Always be led by the Holy Spirit.
· Look for opportunities to turn everyday conversation towards the things of God. 
· Live righteously and full of hope because they are watching. (some like wolves)
· Maybe giving a gift or cooking a meal for a neighbor or some other kind gesture. 

You don’t have to know all the right words to say, but you must open your mouth.  

The thing you must ask yourself is:

What is Jesus’ worth to me?  

Is He your treasure?

Is He worth sharing with others. 

	Luke 9:26

26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 





	

