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What Does Jesus Look Like to You? HR&R{EIREE 22 fEAEHT 2

If you were to make a portrait of the face of Jesus, what would He look like? What colour for His skin, eyes,
and hair? What expression would be on His face?
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Although He is the most famous face in history, we actually have no contemporary image of Jesus.
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Unlike, for example, the Egyptian Pharaohs who lived long before Jesus, we have no skeletal remains, for he
was raised from the grave. We have no remnant DNA.
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There are few descriptions of him, so we can only make an educated guess as to his physical appearance
based on what we know.
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We know that during his years of public ministry Jesus was around 30 years old, a Palestinian Jewish male
living in 1st century Galilee.
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But even from these few facts we can at least speculate upon the physical appearance of Jesus.
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Consider these sample depictions of Jesus throughout history:
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Slide 1: “The Head of Christ” by Warner Sallman (c.1940) — the most popular painting of Jesus, copied over a
half billion times!
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Slide 2: “Christ Pantocrator” (6th Cent, AD), one of the oldest Byzantine religious icons.
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Slide 3: Head of Christ, Abbey Church of SS Peter and Paul in Weissenberg, Germany (c.1070)
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Slide 4: Orthodox icon (unsure of date)Rss2 5 4 @ ZRIFEZ G (AR IE)

Slide 5: Contemporary, The “Suffering Jesus” (unsure of specific date and artist)
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Slide 6: Contemporary (artist unknown) — a “gentler Jesus”
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Slide 7: This one may surprise (or even shock) you.
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This rendering of Jesus was recently created by forensic anthropologists using cultural and archaeological
data along with the biological sciences.
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It is described this way: “from an analysis of skeletal remains archaeologists had firmly established that the




average build of a semite male at the time of Jesus was 5 foot 1 inches with an average weight of about
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Since Jesus worked outdoors as a carpenter until he was about 30 years old it is reasonable to assume he
was more muscular and physically fit than westernized portraits suggest.
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His face was probably weather beaten which would have made him appear older.”
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Is this how you would depict Jesus? /R iXFE G A HR#RIL ?

We must admit that the image we have in our mind’s eye of the historical Jesus is influenced by our culture,
by our religious training, and even by our own experience.
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Ultimately, we imagine Jesus as we need him to be, presenting a potential problem, but also an important
reminder about the true nature of our Lord and Saviour.
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God identified the potential problem early, in the Second of the Ten Commandments: “You shall not make for
yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below”
(Ex.20:4).
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This declaration was not meant to stifle artistic expression. Indeed, the Great Temple in Jerusalem was
adorned with beautiful artwork depicting heavenly beings and scenes.
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We must read on to understand the context of God' s command: “You shall not bow down to them or worship
them...” (5). AT LA NARSE 1A RERRAAR b A7 lan iy er & © A rlggrFales - AR EREN]...." (571) -
Keep in mind that in the four centuries preceding this announcement while in Egypt the Israelites had seen
nothing but idol worship. SE513E, X S ik an it 2 AIEVUE FEE > DIESI AR KT EERLY L LA B G EFF -
So, God is not saying “don't make any images at all”’; He is saying “don't bow down to those images” in
substitution of me, the One True God, who, as the Eternal Creator, has no earthly form.
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So, what is the problem? Voltaire summed it up well: “In the beginning God created man in his own image;
and man has been trying to repay the favor ever since!”

Aoz o [FIRAENEE ? (R/RZE— BB © BB - EWIREE CHREEEA - MIPLUE » AZSEAR TR R ki
sHCHRE SRR T

We all carry mental images of God. Often, without realizing it, we shape Him according to our experiences,
preferences, and limitations. FXA 1 A0+ EFAEE LAV TD A" - IR » A IH-RZE W H CIEH% IR
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But any self-conceived image of God will inevitably fall short. It cannot be based on fact alone, because God
has not revealed Himself fully in an image we can contain or control.
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We remember God’s urgent warning to Moses on Mount Sinai: “you cannot see my face, for no one may see
me and live” (Ex.33:20).
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Twice the Apostle John declares: “No one has ever seen God.” (John 1:18; 1 John 4:12).
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Our God is “eternal, immortal, invisible” (1Tim.1:17). FATHYHETKAZHY » FAER ~ HEARREY ($2a17 1:17) -
This does not mean that He has no form or substance, but that our finite minds could not begin to
comprehend the fullness of who He is!
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Scripture reminds us of this truth: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’
declares the Lord” (Is.55:8).
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God is not simply a larger version of ourselves. He is holy, eternal, and infinite—beyond the reach of human
imagination.
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When we try to reduce Him to something manageable, we risk fashioning a god who fits our expectations
rather than worshiping the God who truly is.
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If | were to attempt to depict God in His fullness, He would be much too small and look a lot like me!

AR E e By A - Hi e N SO E &

“I believe that if a triangle could speak it would say the God is eminently triangular, while a circle would say
that the divine nature is eminently circular. Thus, each would ascribe to God its own attributes, would assume
itself to be like God, and look on everything else as ill shaped” (Baruch Spinoza).
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The temptation toward idolatry is deep, so God constantly warned us of it. Paul cautioned:
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“although [Mankind] knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. [They] exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles...They exchanged the
truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator...”
(Rom.1:21,23,25).
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So, where does this leave us? Do we have no image of our God? The most reliable way to imagine God is in
the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ.
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The Scriptures tell us that “the Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being”
(Heb.1:3).
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Although John assured us that “no one has ever seen God” he added that: “the one and only Son, who is
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.” (John1:18)
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If you want to “see God”, look to Jesus!ZE{RAE“E L tH#” » st LI HL ik |

But we must be cautiously aware of the pit-falls! {HF | T IS Z AL IRE T |

If Jesus can be anything we imagine him to be, then a dangerous disconnect can form between the true
Jesus and our image and understanding of him.

WIERH ik o] i A S e B Al TRE B AR T - HS 2 SRRV AR R0 AT e S B Iy ER Al A= i R Y i 77
His image merely becomes our servant and our means to express our own viewpoint and our own ideals.
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Each of the images we saw earlier have their weaknesses and inherent biases, but they share one thing in
common: Jesus was human. The Scriptures make this clear.
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John declared: “The Word (i.e. Jesus) became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (1:14).
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Paul tells us that “God sent his son, born of a woman, born under the law...being made in human likeness
and being found in appearance as a man.” (Gal.4:4; Phil 2:7,8).
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In Hebrews we read: “Since the children [of God] have flesh and blood [Jesus] too shared in their humanity.”
(2:14). He was truly and fully human, “yet without sin” (4:15).

AR ICE - “BRR (Y] L EA A R - [IRERI ISR B R T A2 i (2:14) - 2 ESEmse 4
A - “HEMsEAIIE" (4:15) -

The fact that Jesus existed in history, truly died, and genuinely rose from the dead, is central to God's mission
through Jesus for our salvation. This conviction forms the foundation of our everlasting hope.
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So, if we have no reliable historical image of him, and there is danger in trying to imagine him, how do we
then see Jesus?
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| believe the only reliable way is through the lens of His revelation in the Bible.
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When Jesus wanted to reveal Himself to the two confused and confounded travellers on the road to Emmaus
He began “with Moses and all the Prophets, [explaining] to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself’ (Lk.24:27).
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We can also trust the first-hand testimony of the Apostles who attested:
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“For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in
power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2Pet.1:16).
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So, what did Jesus look like? We don’t have an exact description, but there are some great clues in both the
Old and New Testaments.
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The Prophet Isaiah, inspired by the Holy Spirit, foretold the Messiah—identified as Jesus—600 years before
his arrival.
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In chapter 53, he offers us a rare glimpse of Jesus's appearance, shedding light on his mission and character.
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“He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him” (2).
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This surprising description of the coming Messiah was counter-cultural in its day, as it would be today.
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“Messiahs” are supposed to be magnificent, unbearably attractive, magnetic individuals, demanding our
attention.
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“Deliverers are dominating, forceful, attractive people, who by their personal magnetism draw people to
themselves and convince people to do what they want them to do.”
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Yet Isaiah tells us that, “instead of bursting on the scene like a mighty oak or a fruit tree in full bloom, he
appears as a ‘tender shoot”, the normally unwanted sprout that springs up from an exposed root of a tree.”
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Our Saviour and Lord would come as “a baby born in the back-stable of a village inn.” The world “was
expecting a costumed drum major to lead our triumphal parade.
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Our eyes are caught and satisfied by superficial splendor. This man, says Isaiah, will have none of that.
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As a result, our eyes flicker across him in a crowd, and we do not even see him.
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His splendor is not on the surface, and those who have no inclination to look beyond the surface will never
even see him, much less pay him any attention.”
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Physically, Jesus would look like any other common Galilean. To avoid confusion about his identity in the
pressing crowd, Judas had to identify Jesus with a kiss so that the soldiers could distinguish him from the
others.
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Jesus truly became “one of us” to “save us”! Bk E 1R T B TH Y — 5" » E“PREEA T |
“He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain” (1s.53:3a).
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This is not to say that Jesus walked around with a “dark cloud over his head”. We know that people were
drawn to his open and welcoming expression of compassion, kindness, and joy.
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Jesus even had a bit of a well-deserved reputation as a “partier”.
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Yet, it must be a fact that Jesus’ face was also darkened by the burden of the rejection he bore, the pain and
suffering he beheld all around him, and, most notably, his foreknowledge of his impending denunciation,
suffering, and death on a Roman cross.
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Paul declares of our Saviour: “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to
be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death—even death on a cross” (Phil.2:6-8)!
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Jesus willingly gave up the glories of heaven, the rights of divinity, and the joy of eternal fellowship with his
Father to come to earth as our Savior, as one of us, to save us from our sins!
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As we approach the Lenten Season and Holy Week, may we be free from the distraction of the shiny and
magnificent things of this world and instead turn our gaze upon our Humble and Suffering Saviour.
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For it is here that we find true, new, and eternal life!
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