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Church Office: 540-382-2223 / OSLCoffice@oslc-cburg.org
Weekly office hours: Tuesday - Thursday 10am-3pm or by appointment
Church Website and Calendar of Events: www.oslc-cburg.org
A Note from Pastor:
Greetings OSLC Family, 
2026 is here!
As we look at this year with hope and dreams of what all it will bring, I pray that you will continue the faithful work we have started in the last two years. It is still an exciting time at OSLC. This energy we carry shows itself through our expressive worship and through your faithful acts of service to God and love of neighbor. This year we strive to continue heaping fresh coals on the fire, finding ways to bolster the collective vitality we have found in the last two years.
 We now push forward in our dreaming as a congregation as to who we are and what we hope to be. It takes all of us working together through our many gifts of the Spirit to continue to grow as a community and to continue to do the faithful work of caring for our neighbors near and far. I hope the fervor and excitement will burn within you, as it does in me, as we seek to further our ministries to new heights in 2026.
Peace and blessings to you all,
Pastor Joel Antley 
Annual Meeting Date and Reports Reminder:
Because of weather issues, the meeting is rescheduled to February 8. Please plan on joining the congregation following worship to celebrate the work of the Lord at OSLC in 2025 evidenced in the summary reports of the congregation. Bring a dish to share and join the fellowship following the meeting and worship! Copies of the Annual report will be available on the credenza in the narthex following the meeting.

Time and Talent Survey
Our time and talent survey is being edited and approved by council this February and will be distributed this month. Be on the lookout for this opportunity to learn more ways you can get involved here in this place. This survey also helps us better understand the gifts and needs of the community so that we might nurture and better serve all people.
Worship and Music:
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Program
Tuesday, February 17th @ 5:30pm
Come enjoy some delicious pancakes, music, and a burning of the palms devotion. 
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 18th
12:00pm – Imposition of Ashes (Shortened Service)
7:00pm – Ash Wednesday Worship with communion (Full Service)
Lenten Vespers and Soup Suppers
Starts Wednesday, February 25th 
5:30pm – Soup Supper
6:00pm – Lenten Vespers Service
Be on the Look Out!
More information is to come through a secondary Lenten Calendar that will be provided to the community in the comings weeks for other ways to worship and events to participate in. 
Next Worship and Music Meeting:
February, 26th @ 4:30pm

Eklesia Youth Fellowship:
We are participating in a new effort across Christiansburg to form a Christiansburg Youth Partnership. We are launching this effort with Asbury United Methodist Church and will have our first meeting for parents and youth on March 1st at Asbury UMC.


Weekly Bible Study:
Wednesdays from 10:30am-12:00pm. The group looks at the lectionary texts for the coming Sunday and discusses the context, history, and practical use of these texts for our lives.  

Book Club:
Book club meets, February 4th at 1:30 to discuss East of Eden by John Steinbeck. 
For more info contact: Marilyn Zeckoski 540-250-1295

Learning to Live Together (LT2):
Wednesday, March 11th, at 1:30.  

Fellowship: 
Volunteers are always appreciated. A sign up sheet to contribute to this wonderful ministry is found on the island in the church kitchen.

Preacher’s ‘Tiquers:
Love antiquing? Love good food and fellowship? Come join us in a carpooling effort to visit area antique shops together and participate in some table fellowship with your siblings in Christ! 
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Comfort Clothes Ministry:
Contact: Lorin Crowder / lorinhcrowder@gmail.com / 540 449 6475.







Comfort Clothes Update for Newsletter and Council
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Thanks for the many contributions to our Comfort Clothes ministry. We had a full truck load of clothes to deliver to St. Albans in January.  Our next delivery will be in the spring, most likely the end of April.

Thanks to the Comfort Clothes Team (Joanne Jackson, Jeanette Wiggert,  Jeff Crowder, Lorin Crowder, Brenda Ryan, Karen Snape):


·  For delivering a full truck load of clothes to St. Albans  at Carilion hospital in Radford on January 30, 2026.  


· For helping to sort and load the clothes in January, 2026. 


· For shopping at MCEAP for clothing in January, 2026.   Also, thanks to MCEAP for selling clothing at half price to support the ministry. 


· For spreading the news to Ninevah to expand our Comfort Clothes Ministry.


· For volunteering to help with the Comfort Clothes Ministry.  


Parent’s Morning Out Update:
January, 2025 
★ Our Goal: To provide a safe and nurturing setting where Social Skills Support is provided to preschool age children through the teachings of Jesus. Instruction will include bible stories, songs, and prayer. This aligns with our mission at OSLC - to serve God’s community through worship, outreach, and fellowship. 
★ Enrollment for December - 13 students 
★ PMO/PK prepared food and hosted dinner for TOH on November 19, 2025. 
★ PMO is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 9:00am-12. 
★ The PMO Christmas Play “A Special Journey” on December 18 at 10:30 was a success. Many parents, grandparents, and congregants attended. We have tentatively scheduled next year’s program for Tuesday, December 15, 2026. 
★ Themes for January - Arctic Animals, Winter, Penguins, Snowmen Letter ID - Jj, Kk, Nn, Xx 

Currents: Young Adult Ministry:
Sunday, February 8th  – Time 6:00pm /  Super Bowl Party at the Bookout’s
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OSLC Food Ministry:
Scope of OSLC’s Food Ministry Program – Update
The following information concerns Food Ministry activities during the period of report of Jan 18th through Jan 24th.  During this reporting period, 163 lbs of food items were purchased or donated.  Items were delivered to MCEAP on Jan. 20th, and to the Minnick Schools in Roanoke on the 21st.  Thanks go to the congregation, for their monetary and food donations, which are the foundation for the success of the OSLC Food Ministry Program. 
Red Cross Blood Drive:
Our Saviour Lutheran Church is proud to partner with the American Red Cross and hold six blood drives every year, giving us all an opportunity to make a difference.
Next blood drive is on Thursday, February 19th from 1:00 to 6:00 pm.
You may schedule a donation online at http://www.redcrossblood.org or contact Jan Jackson.
The Thrive Network:
This program is working to foster connection and collaboration to amplify support to food insecure in the NRV. This is a service of the Community Foundation of the New River Valley.  Find OSLC Little Free Pantry in the new updated version of the resource guide.  https://cfnrv.org/thrive-food-access-network/

OSLC Council December Meeting Info and Notes:
Agenda Items:
Devotion (Karen) and Prayer (John). Karen provided a devotion based on the Bossyani window at Canterbury Cathedral and Jemar Tisby’s book, How To Fight Racism, that focused on the equality of all persons understanding that we are created in God's image and blessed children of God.  John shared a prayer of Martin Luther King Jr.
Approval of December Council Minutes. Over email, John made a motion to approve the minutes. Motion seconded by Cindy during the Executive Committee meeting. Minutes approved.
Informational Items (Reports) Minutes and reports were distributed online
Pastor’s report - Blue Christmas was meaningful and attended by many in the community. Advent Bible study of Romans was great. Epiphany was very successful because of OSLC congregation support. 
Treasurer’s report
Monthly December 2025, and YTD Dec 2025
2026 MSP - Carol and Kris have arranged the MSP to match the order in Quicken.
The congregation met the proposed income goal approved in the 2026 Mission Spending Plan.
2025 records finished. 2024 and 2025 Quickbook files backed up. New version of reimbursement form. Folders with forms will be given to each committee chair. Checks have been acquired for the PMO account. The Council expressed continued gratitude to Carol and Kris for this work.
Parents Morning Out update: Cindy Whitehead - see Newsletter
Property Committee report - John Hess had a follow up with the arborist contracted for the cherry tree; he will try to get to it in the next couple of months (before leafout). Will be checking with Bell Electric for an estimate for converting the remaining fellowship hall ceiling lights to LED. Property team will be looking into the electrical outlets in the Narthex bathroom area.
Youth Report - Ciel - Youth have talked with Asbury UMC about combining and will meet with them again this week (rescheduled from this past Sunday). Caroling was enjoyed by all and appreciated by the people visited.
Worship & Music
Attendance counts - Worship and Music will discuss adoption of pew registration at their 1/29 meeting to record attendance at worship rather than using attendance counts. Cindy moves that Council approve the concept of a pew pad and the first draft and ask W&M to finalise so that we can announce at the Congregational Meeting on 2/1. Seconded by Amy. Motion passed.
Change for Change - Pastor will ask Worship and Music to discuss and inform ushers of Change for Change procedures. There will be training for ushers/greeters and other volunteers before Easter.
Volunteer schedule - Joanne Hrdlicka would like to step down and is reaching out to someone to take over the volunteer scheduling.
Congregational Care - grief resources. Pastor has been working on grief care. There was a positive response to the grief series during Lent 2025. Pastor has located books and resources and will have a plan for a mediated grief coffee hour soon. 
Cindy will send the constitutional changes approved at the November Congregational Meeting to the Virginia Synod.
Marilyn Zeckoski, Jo Burroughs, and Karen Snape will be working on the Women’s Resource Center Love Tree
New bulletin insert. Now the regular bulletin will be just information for the worship service and the new insert will contain information about volunteers, announcements, and other information. The intention is that it will also be on the website. This will be a task for the new volunteer position.
Action Items (40 Minutes)
Audit Committee information - The audit committee is made of 3 members: Bruce Obenhaus, Marilyn Albert, and Larry Schoff. All three have agreed to serve again. Carol will schedule a meeting for early February.
Annual report write-ups - liaisons should request from committee leaders, send to Kris. Deadline January 15th. Goal is to describe what the Congregation did in the year. 
Assessing Mission & Ministry
Summary List of Ministry Map from Council Retreat
January 20th, 6pm meeting. At this first meeting, we will take a broad look at outreach ministry. 
List of Recent OSLC Ministries. Council members will review and email Pastor Joel with anything missing.
Time and Talent survey - Melissa. 2024 Version. Melissa has started a new version formatted in the order of the Ministry Directory. Melissa will keep working on it, with a goal of having a draft for the Feb. 10th Council meeting. At the Feb. 1 Congregational Meeting, we will announce that the survey will be available in mid-February.
Planning for February Congregational Meeting - Annual Report will be sent out ahead of time. Project leaders will be given up to 2 minutes to speak so that we can celebrate our accomplishments and see who leads different efforts. Congregation will be asked to accept the annual report. Other items: Announcement that the Time and Talent Survey will be distributed following approval at the February meeting of Council, presentation of the attendance registration if recommended by the Worship and Music committee. 
Individual mission trip support request - Coreen Bookout would like to go on a mission trip in early March. In the past, OSLC has accepted donations earmarked for such trips by members. John moves that OSLC accept donations in a mission support fund on behalf of Coreen Bookout who is planning a mission trip to India. Motion seconded by Fred Rencsok. Motion carried. Cindy will let Corinne know to work with Carol Cox and Kris Waite to process this.



Comments for the Good of the Congregation 
Next Congregational Meeting - Feb 1, 2026
Mission & Ministry meeting January 20, 2026
Winter Power in the Spirit Conference: Evenings February 2-4 via Zoom. John encourages the Council to attend.
July Council Retreat - Mission & Vision Goal Tentative Schedule: We do mission review Jan - March, a Council retreat in July, and August - Jan 2027 work as a congregation with a 3rd party to make decisions for the February 2027 Congregational meeting.
Upcoming meeting: February 10, 2026, 6:45pm; Devotion: Melissa; Prayer: Ciel
Closing Prayer
Holy and loving God, faithful sustainer of all creation, who holds this world in loving hands:
 guide us to be good stewards of the resources entrusted to us and to make wise decisions
 in service to your people. In the name of your loving son, Jesus. Amen.
Continuing Council Goals:
Learn about people and their gifts
Invite and engage people to utilize their gifts in worship and community
Celebrate our story together
Mission Review:
Background Info: 
Our Saviour has been very active in serving others through the food ministry and contributing to multiple organizations and particular needs.  
In preparing for Holiday OSLC efforts 2025, leaders of the congregation checked with the local non-profits, and learned that is great community response at the end of the year, but the needs are year-round.  Council decided that this allows OSLC  “take a deep breath” to consider if/how we may want to focus and consider collective and encourage individual response to the ever challenging complexity of needs in a more focused way.  
To start: We want to  identify the agencies and other opportunities that the congregation has had a history of support and those that individual members have as individuals are currently supporting.
Initial conversations about pressing human needs recognizes the changing environment and that organizations are receiving good support through the closing months of 2025.  
Council and Pastor will begin next steps in January. If you want to be part of the process contact:  OSLC Council president, Cindy Whitehead, cindy.whitehead83@gmail.com,  Pastor Antley, oslcpastor@oslc-cburg.org 
We are church together supporting one another in important and humble ways!
Mission Review:  
Change for change aka noisy offering: 
 Council requested the Worship and Music Committee discuss this opportunity to guide the invitation, acceptance and use of the resource.  The bucket will be out the first Sunday of each month. 
Outreach meeting 1/10/26   
Pastor Antley and Ann Hess led members including one of our children, in an initial look at OSLC Outreach efforts.  The questions regarding where we witness God working with us and the community opened the process.  It was agreed to continue the broad conversation as OSLC seeks to define focus for our collective witness and service as a congregation.

To prepare for the next discussion which aims to understand the past and current efforts of OSLC, members are requested to send Pastor and Ann any efforts that are being done in the name of OSLC.  Please talk with Ann and/or send your thoughts, memories or comments to: oslcpastor@oslc-cburg.org. Let us know those experiences you have enjoyed working together to meet human needs.
Watch for the next meeting date and join the efforts to discern where God is leading us in service.  The meeting structure includes a meal together with guided conversation.  Followed by more focused discussion toward the goal of affirming a recommendation to council and congregation for consideration as a piece of the overall OSLC Mission review and Affirmation process that council is looking to later this year. 
To see the lists of data the group put together at our first meeting, check the bulletin board outside of Pastor’s office. 
We’re Looking for an Volunteer Office Assistant!
Position Description:
As our church grows and more people do more things more often in the building and in the community the need for more organization and more hands to make light work becomes more and more of a need for the leadership structure in the church office. This offered position is one of a volunteer designation and works under the supervision of the church administrator and pastor. This position helps the office admin with weekly and monthly tasks that help the mission and ministry of OSLC organizationally and logistically. 
 
Volunteer Hours Needed:
Monday’s / 9:30am – 1:30pm (4 hours)
Friday’s / 9:30am-1:30pm (4 hours)

Tasks:
-	Answer the phone 
-	Monitor office email and sort communication needs to communications folder
-	Updating prayer list
-	Updating church calendar (online and physical)
-	Assist with monthly newsletter (formatting and printing)
-	Sunday pulpit announcements
-	Bring in mail
-	Help with mailings to the congregation
-	Allow groups in for maintenance and other needs
-	Other tasks or seasonal needs as delegated by church administrator

Next Steps:
If interested please talk with Kris and she will schedule a time with her and pastor to talk over the position and the needs of the church office. 

Other Considerations for You and Yours
Coreen is Going to India!
Dear Friends and Family
I am writing to you with a request to consider supporting me and a small team to go on a short term mission opportunity that has been presented to me in Hyderabad, India. I have been asked to come teach and treat at a vocational school for intellectually and physically disabled school aged children. As most of you know that is what I do in my professional career and my passion where I spend lots of my volunteer time here in VA. I feel blessed to be able to share my years of experience and passion for this population in this way with the staff that are working daily with these individuals. Most of the staff does not have formal training in this line of work. Instead, they have been on the job trained and teams have come to work with them to teach and enhance their skills, which is what I hope to accomplish. 
This request was proposed to me in December of 2025, I have researched and prayed about if this is where God is leading me at this time and feel the doors have been opened for me to go. My travel days will be 3/10-3/21/26. I am asking if you feel inspired to consider contributing to my Mission Fund Account at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, 1845 Cambria St, Christiansburg, VA 24073. Please write Mission or India on the memo line, do not include my name. 
The monies raised will go towards offsetting airplane tickets and travel insurance.  I also hope to take educational and therapy items with me. There are 285 students in the school where I will be focusing my time. I am working with CARDS International to plan what is needed and use resources most effectively and will utilize their guidance and your support to cover those costs wisely. Any extra funds I am able to raise will go to help my team with their costs and items they may need to take. We will travel together and stay in the same guest house, but our gifts and talents are different so they will serve in other areas. One lady plans to help at the Women’s Vocational school and the other is a graphic design major at Radford and will work with CARDS to see where her talents can best be applied. 
Check out the CARDS website for more information: https://cardsinternational.org/.
Another way you can support is through prayer. We need prayer for travel mercies, health, energy and to do what is needed to benefit the people. 
Blessings to you,
Coreen Bookout
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	There's still time to register for our gathering of nonprofit, government, business, and community leaders for lunch on Friday, February 20th from 11am to 2pm! Join us as we work together to address health and well-being in the New River Valley through Healthy Roots NRV.

ABOUT THE LUNCHEON:
During the event, you'll learn about the collaborative groups that make up the Healthy Roots NRV network. Then, Mark Cruise, Executive Director of STRONG ACC, a similar initiative serving far Southwest Virginia and East Tennessee, will share the successes and lessons learned from this kind of collaboration. You'll also see initial results from our analysis of how NRV organizations are working together to address issues like food insecurity, early childhood development, and more. And finally, you'll work with fellow community members to identify priorities for Healthy Roots NRV!

ABOUT HEALTHY ROOTS NRV:
Healthy Roots NRV works to strengthen connections and nurture collaboration to enhance well-being across our community. It is composed of individuals, organizations, and existing collaborative groups focused on a wide array of topics affecting health and well-being including:

1. Aging in Community – Helping older adults age safely and comfortably in their communities
1. First Steps – Supporting young children and families
1. NRV Recovery Ecosystem – Supporting substance misuse recovery and prevention 
1. PATH – Expanding access to healthcare
1. Thrive – Addressing food insecurity and access to fresh, nutritious foods


Link To Register
Have Something For The Newsletter?
To add items for the next OSLC NEWS, including any specific thanks. Thank you for reading and your feedback on efforts to keep the congregation informed!
Please email:  Ann Hess at: mailto:annhesspottery@gmail.com 
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HEALTHY ROOTS

From Seed to Strength:

A Healthy Roots NRV Community Collaboration
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Our Saviour
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Serving God's Community through
Worship, Outreach and Fellowship

October 2025

Sunday School for adults 8:45-9:45am
Sunday Worship: 10:00am
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February Friday, 13th Roanoke Antique Mall & Black Dog Salvage Wasena City Tap Room & Grill 9:00am

March Friday, 13th Bedford - Needful Things Antiques Mall & Bell's Treasures Liberty Station 9:00am


