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Series: Legacy
Title: Character Counts
John Maxwell - “We teach what we know, but we reproduce who we are.” 
There’s a word for what a person is deep down on the inside: “character.”
Character, in the biblical context, refers to the moral and ethical qualities that define an individual. It is the essence of who a person is, shaped by their values, beliefs, and actions. 
The Bible places significant emphasis on the development of godly character, which is seen as a reflection of one's relationship with God and adherence to His commandments.
Everyone has character, whether it is good or bad, and our character is on display, whether we know it or not.
There are many stories in the Bible in which we see Godly character on full display. 
Today we would like to look at the man named Joseph. 
Genesis 39:1-10
1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 
There is much to be said about Joseph’s character. 
1. For starters he had been sold by his brothers to a band of Ishmaelites and then again to Potiphar a captain of the Egyptian guard. His brothers became jealous of him when their father Jacob had given him a coat of many colors and this jealousy increased when Joseph revealed to them a dream to them that he would rule over them.  Joseph had favor with his earthly father Jacob. 
Though Joseph’s brothers had stripped him of his coat of many colors, they could not strip him of his virtue and wisdom.  Character cannot be taken away.  
2. He was separated from his family and his hometown, but The Lord was with Him.  This is the most important part of Joseph’s success.  For it is God’s presence with us that makes all that we do prosper.  Therefore, He is to be praised for our successes. 
2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man,
How dare we think about succeeding apart from the Lord’s presence and blessing upon our lives. To God be the glory when we succeed in this life. 
Therefore, we are to be men and women who are present with God.  We must remain in close relationship and we must abide with Him.  Joseph was a man of presence.  

3. It wasn’t long that Joseph began to rise to the top.  He had an Egyptian for a master.  Not a man of God, but a pagan. Yet Joseph proved himself to be industrious, honest, and diligent in his business.  The promotions and raises don’t come to the slothful but to those who are excellent in their work.  

It did not matter to Joseph that his master was pagan; his work was unto the Lord.  The Lord seen it and blessed him.  It does not matter if your boss is a committed pagan, if you honor the Lord in your work, then He is able to use that pagan master to bless you.
3 His master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to succeed in his hands.4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, 
Joseph proved to be trustworthy.  For Potiphar had no doubts nor any hesitations about making Joseph an overseer of his house. He knew that Joseph would do a better job than he would so he gladly entrusted all things into his hands. 
4. Joseph had favor with God and man.  His character was proven. 
If you are wanting to get this point in life it starts with being faithful in the small things.  Then God will make you ruler over much.  Potiphar was so impressed with Joseph that he did not have to worry about anything else, except for the bread he ate.
the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field. 6 So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but the food he ate.
5. Because of Joseph, God blessed the house of the Egyptians.  Which in turn worked in Joseph’s favor, for Egypt’s blessing would become his blessing.  
Proverbs 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children,
    but the sinner's wealth is laid up for the righteous.
The Lord had laid up the wealth of Egypt for Joseph and eventually for his entire family.
If this were the whole story, then we would have enough to conclude that Joseph was a man of character.  However, what we learn in the next few verses further shows the depth of his character. 
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 
6. Joseph had good physique.  He took good care of himself.  This takes discipline. 
(tō'ar) shape, form, outline, figure, appearance.
	He was upright in every way.  
7 And after a time his master's wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 
If the Lord has blessed you with remarkable beauty, either as a man or a woman, then you must be watchful and guard against the temptations that comes with it.   
The temptation for Joseph was real; for Potiphar’s wife is believed to be an attractive woman. So, it was not like she was ugly and easy to resist. 
· But she is a pagan; you expect pagans to do pagan things. 
· You expect a pagan woman to not show any restraint with her sexual desires.  
· You expect a pagan to cheat on her spouse and play the whore. 
But Joseph is no pagan.  He is a servant of the Most High God.  So here is where Joseph’s character would be tested.  Was he an adulterer or a man of God? In such moments, your true self will emerge.
How would Joseph respond? 
Would he give into this temptation? 
If he did give in, who would find out about it? Afterall He was a single, good-looking guy. The way of the world says, “if it feels good then do it.” 
Additionally, Joseph was under her authority.  What was at stake if she became angry with him for disobeying her command? (demoted, imprisonment)
But the bigger question “what would God think of my actions?”
Look how Joseph responds. 
8 But he refused 
	We must not give into temptation, but we must refuse.  
James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
A person with godly character resists the devil and the temptations of the flesh. 
and said to his master's wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. 
You are my master’s wife; you don’t belong to me, you belong to him.  It is forbidden.  What an awful way of repaying a man who has promoted you and who has been kind to you by committing adultery with his wife. 
Joseph was loyal, another attribute of being a man of character. 
How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 
Joseph realized that this affair would not only be a great sin against his master Potiphar, against his wife, against himself, but this was a sin against God and he calls it a great wickedness.  
What this world considers good is great wickedness before God.  A man of character such as Joseph calls sin for what it is. 
Though no one was there to witness this affair, God sees it all.  His consequences are far greater.  It is as though Joseph said “I cannot and will not sin against my God!” Joseph was an Israelite in covenant with his God. Those who love God, hate sin. 
But the enemy is ruthless and so is Potipher’s wife’s assault on Joseph. 
10 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. 
It was only by grace of the Almighty God which enabled Joseph to overcome this continuous, malicious, assault of the enemy.  
Andy Stanley “Character is the will to do what is right–as defined by God–regardless of personal cost.”
It would cost Joseph dearly.  For when Potipher’s wife seen that she could not get what she wanted she falsely accused Joseph of rape and therefore he was thrown in prison.
A person with godly character acts with integrity, chooses the right path and is truthful in all situations regardless the cost.
If you were to continue reading the story, you would come to realize that God had used Joseph’s imprisonment for good, for blessings and not cursing. Prison was just a steppingstone on the pathway to becoming the 2nd in command over all of Egypt.  
Perhaps the story would be quite different had Joseph gave into temptation. 
But Joseph continued to show godly character even after he was wrongly imprisoned. The Lord was with him in all that he did and caused him to prosper.  
A person with godly character actively seeks to understand and apply God's principles, by choosing to do what is right even under pressure.
We are to personify Christ’s nature through actions such as love, faith, integrity, humility, and self-control. We should also demonstrate virtues like compassion, kindness, patience, and forgiveness. 
This character is evident in our daily actions, even in private, and is cultivated through prayer, Bible study, and consistent practice of biblical principles.
Suffering and hardships are among the most common factors that shape godly character. Consider the words of the apostle Paul. 
Romans 5:3-5
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
When faced with adversity, our true character emerges as the most significant factor.
Why is it necessary to cultivate godly character:
· Strengthens a believer's faith and improves their relationships with others. 
Joseph’s character was forged in the fire as he overcame temptation, and he proved himself to be a man of character while in prison therefore God promoted him.
His faith was strengthened because even in those trying moments God was with him.  Because if our hope is in God we will not be put to shame. Josephe would need this experience in his life, he would need to have his faith built up by unshakeable trust in God for what was to soon come. 
· Provides a standard for living, encouraging other individuals to live a life marked by righteousness and truth. 

We are reading his story today as countless others have and through Joseph’s unwavering character we are encouraged to live likewise.  If he did it, then so can we. When you live with godly character, then you become the standard for those around you. 
· Demonstrates actions and behaviors that are consistent with biblical principles, even when no one is watching
When no one is watching, God is watching.  Ultimately, we live our lives to be pleasing unto Him.  He sees all.  He knows all.  There is nothing hidden from the eyes of the Lord. 
	Hebrews 4:13
13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
Joseph lived liked God was watching his every move.  He chose to please God rather than give in to the lust of the flesh. 
This world so desperately needs to see men and women of God who display godly character in the earth.  People who not only talk the talk but walk the walk.  People who will stand upon the truth of God’s word no matter what the cost. 
Charlie Kirk (was an American right-wing political activist, author, and media personality. He co-founded the conservative organization Turning Point USA in 2012 and was its executive director.)
· Believed Christians are called to lead in seven domains: religion, family, education, government, media, business, and arts. He believed this was a blueprint for advancing the kingdom of God. 
· He saw contemporary political and cultural battles as spiritual conflicts, often mentioning “demons” and calling on his followers to fight for God’s purpose. 
· He believed the United States should remain founded on Christian principles. 
· He supported Israel, citing his Christian faith and belief in protecting Judeo-Christian civilization. 
One of his last post on X: "Jesus defeated death so you can live," 
In the organization “Turning Point” there is a branch focused purely on faith, their belief statement is "dedicated to empowering Christians to put their faith into action."
Will Witt worked with the organization for two years and had this to say about Charlie
"[Charlie] had a faith that wasn’t just the moderate and normal faith you see from most, but a steadfast, brilliant and strong belief that inspired everyone around him," Witt added. 
He was a man of godly character who was not afraid to stand up for what he believed. 
Let’s purpose in our hearts to be men and women of godly character. Because Character Counts. 
