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WELCOME TO SAINT PAUL!
We are happy to have you here!

HOW TO KNOW WHEN TO STAND, SIT, OR SPEAK

Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do
not wish to stand, that is okay.

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type.

HOW TO SING HYMNS IN HARMONY

To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If
you'd like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can
open the red books in the pews (called ELWSs).

WE ARE AN OPEN COMMUNION CONGREGATION

This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited
to receive Holy Communion.

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT US

%ﬁf ® Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
l' "'0\' -'p" Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside

L‘ﬁ‘ door to Pastor Paul's office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex
@l'" near the entrance of the sanctuary.

A NOTE ON COMMUNION WAFERS

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it
possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to
eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads
and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of
gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much
gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain
15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten
free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.
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GATHERING

The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today we remember a turning point in the Christian story: when Paul, once a violent persecutor of
Jesus’ followers, had his life turned away from harm and toward life. We call this conversion: a change
in direction shaped by encounter, not self-improvement. We gather today because people change.
Through water, words, bread, and wine, Christians trust that God keeps opening our eyes and turning
us again toward love, justice, and life.

PRELUDE — out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. You are
encouraged to use this time to breathe and center yourself.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

Silently consider one way you need God'’s mercy today.

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served
our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where
honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn
us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. A: Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN “By All Your Saints (Conversion of Paul)” (ELW 420)
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come, shine with-in our dark - ness, and guide us on our way.
and hon - or,pow’r,and glo - ry as - cribe to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823—-1913, alt.
Music: KING’S LYNN, English folk tune

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. A: And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also with you

P: O God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul you have caused the light of the gospel
to shine throughout the world. Grant that we may follow his example and be witnesses
to the truth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen.

WORD
Listen for how God is speaking to you in the readings
FIRST READING: ACTS 9:1-22

Saul (later referred to as Paul) has become a leader in the violent persecution of Christians in
Jerusalem.

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. *Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. “ He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” ®He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came,
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. © But get up and enter the city, and you will be
told what you are to do.” ' The men who were traveling with him stood speechless
because they heard the voice but saw no one. #Saul got up from the ground, and
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. ° For three days he was without sight and neither ate nor
drank.

“Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to himin a
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” "' The Lord said to him, “Get up and go
to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named
Saul. At this moment he is praying, “and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” “ But Ananias
answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to
your saints in Jerusalem, '“and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all
who invoke your name.” “ But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom |
have chosen to bring my name before gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; o1 myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” " So
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul,
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the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” '* And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was
baptized, '“and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, °and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” *" All who heard him
were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those
who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them
bound before the chief priests?” 2 Saul became increasingly more powerful and
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 27:1, 4-9 (Sung to the tune Saint Patrick's Breastplate (LBW 188))

Light is one of the great themes of the season of Epiphany. As Christ revealed himself
to Saul using light in the first reading, light appears in the first verse of today’s psalm.
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SECOND READING: GALATIANS 1:11-24

Paul’s ministry is under attack by those who claim to be more scrupulous and who come with
letters of recommendation from Christians in other cities. In his defense, he makes reference to
the story we heard in the first reading.

[Paul writes:] "I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was
proclaimed by me is not of human origin, ' for I did not receive it from a human source,
nor was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

“You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. | was violently persecuting
the church of God and was trying to destroy it. '“ | advanced in Judaism beyond many
among my people of the same age, for | was far more zealous for the traditions of my
ancestors. '~ But when the one who had set me apart before | was born and called me
through his grace was pleased '“to reveal his Son to me, so that | might proclaim him
among the gentiles, | did not confer with any human, ' nor did | go up to Jerusalem to
those who were already apostles before me, but | went away at once into Arabia, and
afterward | returned to Damascus.

“Then after three years | did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him
fifteen days, " but | did not see any other apostle except James the Lord's brother. *In
what | am writing to you, before God, | do not lie! *' Then | went into the regions of Syria
and Cilicia, ““ and | was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in
Christ; ““they only heard it said, “The one who formerly was persecuting us is now
proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.” ““ And they glorified God because of me..

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: LUKE 21:10-19
In his ministry Paul experienced all of the disasters Jesus predicts in this passage.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty first chapter.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

""[Jesus] said to [the disciples,] “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against
kingdom;' ' there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues,
and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

'““But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. " This will give you an opportunity to testify. “ So make up your
minds not to prepare your defense in advance, '~ for | will give you words and a wisdom
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. '“You will be
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of
you to death. '/ You will be hated by all because of my name. '“But not a hair of your
head will perish. '” By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Breathing Hate, the Huntsman Hurries”
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4. Christ, our Lord, the earth’s  vast mil - lions
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they are gath - ered, Free at last to share love’s feast.

Text Copyright © 1988 by Stainer & Bell, Ltd., admin. by Hope Publishing Co. » All Rights Reserved

*INVITATION TO BAPTISM

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need. As we pray, think of one person or place you know
who needs that prayer.

A brief silence.

L: Grant humility to your church, O God, that we honor the testimonies of those who
seem unlikely witnesses to your work. Remove from us all prejudice, opening us to
wisdom that challenges and extends more widely the church’s ministry. Hear us, O God.
A: Your mercy is great.

L: Bless the earth and bring forth its increase. Rescue lands from famine and disease.
Send aid to places rebuilding after earthquakes and storms. Support the work of
scientists, conservationists, and all who seek to preserve the goodness of creation. Hear
us, O God. A:Your mercy is great.

L: Nation rises against nation, O God, even as we pray for your peace. Bring an end to
international conflicts and religious persecution. Ensure fair and equitable treatment in
courts of law. Give integrity to legislators and those who enforce the law. Hear us, O
God. A:Your mercy is great.

L: Show us the depths of your mercy through the work of caregivers, advocates, and
health care workers. Give strength and patience to those who accompany others
through times of illness, uncertainty, or pain. Bring your saving health to those in need
(especially). Hear us, O God. A:Your mercy is great.

L: We thank you for gifts of food, water, and nourishment. Bless farmers and restaurant
workers, bakers and grocery store workers, food pantry volunteers and family members
who cook daily meals. Encourage us to share food with those who are hungry, that they
regain their strength. Hear us, O God. A:Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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L: We praise you for the saints, especially Paul, Chuck McMullen, Martha Wills, and for all
believers who have been transformed by your love and power. Lead us by their
endurance and example. Hear us, O God. A:Your mercy is great.

L: In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

*PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERTORY: " Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 184)
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*OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have

prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

* DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through the great shepherd of
your flock, our Savior Jesus Christ; who after his resurrection sent forth the apostles to
preach the gospel and teach all nations, and promised to be with them, even to the end
of the age. And so, with Paul the glorious company of the apostles, with the choirs of
angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn::

*SANCTUS
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Until his great Epiphany, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising, and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Aimighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. A: Amen
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*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,

thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those as we forgive those

who trespass against us; who sin against us.

and lead us not into temptation, Lead us not into time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours
forever and ever. Amen. forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

*LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
n 4 I T | — It
/ IR : PR B
p S [ _—— Cam—
J
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: “In Heaven Above” (ELW 630)
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I In heav’'n a-bove, in heav’'n a-bove, where God our Fa - ther dwells:
2 In heav'n a-bove, in heav’'n a-bove, what glo - ry deep and  bright!
3 In heav’n a-bove, in heav’n a-bove, no tears of pain are  shed,
4 In heav’'n a-bove, in heav’'n a-bove, God has a joy pre - pared,
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how bound-less there the bless-ed-ness! No tongue its great-ness tells.
The splen-dor of the noon-day sun grows pale be-fore its light.
for noth - ing there can fade or die; life’s full - ness round is  spread,
which mor - tal ear has nev - er heard, nor mor - tal vi - sion shared,
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There face to face, and full and free, the ev - er -
The  might - y sun that goes not down, be-fore whose
and like an o - cean, joy o’er - flows, and with im -
which nev - er en - tered mor - tal thought, in mor - tal
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liv - ing God we  see, our God, the Lord of hosts!
face clouds nev - er frown, is God, the Lord of  hosts!
mor - tal mer - cy glows our God, the Lord of  hosts!
dreams was nev - er sought, O God, the Lord of  hosts!

Text: Laurentius L. Laurinus, 1573-1655; tr. William Maccall, 1812—1888
Music: I HIMMELEN, I HIMMELEN, Norwegian folk tune

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body,
mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this
table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to
all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

SENDING

*SENDING OF COMMUNION
The Pastor prays a prayer for members to bring communion to fellow Christian siblings who
could not attend worship this morning.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You may be seated.

*CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE

*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, -+
and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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(ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
0 4 |
Y I L | | N | ) i
V4 U I. l\} I | J. 1} | f I | l\,
(JD L o =,I o s 4 J I 6{ o o o
Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslay J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

IMPORTANT DATES

Sunday, February 8®"—Hops & Hymns—3:30pm
Wednesday, February 11""—Holden Evening Prayer—6pm
Sunday, February 15%—Fellowship

Wednesday, February 18""—Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, February 18"—Holden Evening Prayer—6pm
Wednesday, February 25™"—Holden Evening Prayer—6pm
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ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS
SERVING TODAY
Presiding Minister.......cccoovceviciiieeice, Pastor Paul Tomkiel
ASSIStING MINISTeT ... Morgen Hummel
MUSICIAN oo Michelle McMullen
SACTISTAN ettt Karen Magnuson
REATEI ... Nate Clinert
ABOUT ST. PAUL

PURPOSE

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.

MISSION
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where
we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings
who have and continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com
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