
From the Pastor 
Dear Friends; 

Happy New Year!   As we enter 2026, there are some things I wish to let 
you know about what goals we, as a congregation, will be working on for 
the new year.  These goals were passed by those Grace members who 
attended the Charge Conference this past Autumn. 

1. We will be updating the document that was approved by the 
Administrative Board during the time Fred Darbonne as here as 
pastor. This document lays out clearly the rolls and purposes of our 
administrative and ministry committees and boards for the work of 
the church.  It will be a vital tool for us to be able to be clear in future 
directions and to be more effective in what those work areas do. 

2. We will be working on hospitality skills for us as we move into the 
new year.  We live in an era where more and more people distrust 
organized religion and more and more are feeling the need and 
seeking spiritual food for life.  I believe Grace United Methodist 
Church is a place where we can meet people where they are. 

3. We will begin discussing how we, as a congregation and as individual 
members, can prepare ourselves to better handle conflict by being 
able to have difficult conversations with each other.  Like most 
Iowans, we are uncomfortable with disagreements and 
conflict.  This is not productive, and can be ultimately 
destructive.  Disagreement does not mean separation or 
shunning.  It means we all think, and think differently, which is 
neither shameful nor a crime.  And we love through it all. 

You'll hear more about these things as the year progresses.  So let me 
close with these words of Howard Thurman on "The Work of 
Christmas."   

"When the song of the angels is silent, when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes have gone home, when the shepherds are 
back with their flock, the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to 
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild 
the nations, to bring peace among others, to make music in the 
heart.  Amen." 

God bless you, the people who are the Grace United Methodist Church 
of Story City, and God bless 2026.  Sincerely in Christ, Phil Webb, pastor 
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January Volunteers 

January 4 
Liturgist .....................................................................  Gail Remis 
Tech ........................................................................ Louis Reeder  
Ushers ....................................................................... Gini Michel  

January 11 
Liturgist ........................................................... Cathy Hermanson 
Tech ......................................................................................... ?  
Ushers ................................. Cheryl Semler, Gini and Caleb Michel  

January 18 
Liturgist ................................................................... Del Johnston  
Tech ......................................................................................... ? 
Ushers ................................ Virginia Swenson, Mason Schnurstein  

January 25 
Liturgist .............................................................. Gloria Sampson  
Tech ......................................................................................... ? 
Ushers ................................. Cheryl Semler, Gini and Caleb Michel  

G.R.A.C.E. Team “G” 
Gini Michel - chr, Judy Andrew, Hubert & Raejean Bickelhaupt, 
Stephanie Fournier, Eric & Shelley Hart & family, Kevin & Candi 
Holm, Ray & Betty Hults, Marvin & Pauline Kokemiller , Lorijo 
Lounsberry, Mike & Christine Marti, Janet  Mason, Caleb Michel, 
Jacob & Krystle Ness & Family, Mark & Angie Schnurstein & Family, 
Chuck & Cheryl Semler, Virginia Swensen, Larry & Claudette Taylor  

Our Prayers and Thanksgivings 
Raejean Bickelhaupt – Hospitalized following a stroke 

Corinne Brown – Recovering from a fractured foot 

Dave & Marlene Doolittle – Prayers for their grandson deployed to the 

Middle East, and for all deployed soldiers 

Marlene Doolittle – Recovering from knee replacement surgery 

Marvin & Pauline Kokemiller – Prayers for their daughter Tammy, 

who is battling cancer 

Brian McNamara – Prayers for Uncle Cliff Ellerbeck and his health 

concerns 

Gini Michel – Recovering from a broken wrist 

Gail Remis – Prayers for a grandson and for Carlos’ nephew, both with 

health concerns 

Taylor Family – Ongoing needs 

Phil Webb – Prayers for his cousin’s husband, who is battling cancer 

Wedding Anniversaries – Praise for those celebrating an anniversary 

Prayers – Prayers for those who faced catastrophe this year 

Lock In – Prayers for those attending and helping with the Youth Lock 

In 

** Hospitalized or in an emergency? Please notify Pastor Phil 

 

 

January Birthdays 
Braylen Loots 1/3 
Susan Bohner 1/4 
Owen Ness 1/4 
Tepricia Reeder 1/5 
Alyssa Loots 1/10 
Truman Flaspohler 1/18 
Helen Caruth 1/20 
Candi Holm 1/21 
Corinne Brown 1/30 
  

 

January Lectionary 
JANUARY 04  

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; 
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:10-18 

 JANUARY 11  
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29;  

Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17  
JANUARY 18  

 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11;  
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42  

JANUARY 25  
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9;  

1 Corinthians 1:10-18;  
Matthew 4:12-23 

Deadline 
Deadline for submitting Visitor 
information is the 20th of each 
month. Information for the weekly 
bulletin and This Week at Grace is 
due in the office by noon on 
Wednesdays. 



Our Gifts 
Offering  December 7 - December 28 
$23,746.48 

Our Presence 
Attendance December 7 - December 28 
Total 241/Avg. 60 

Our Service 
Thank you to our November Liturgists:  Claudia 
Pauk, Cathy Hermanson, Pauline Kokemiller, Del 
Johnston, Gail Remis 
Thank you to our November tech team:  Louis 
Reeder, The Feil Family, The Ness Family, Kurt 
Carlson 

January Office Hours 
Shannon will be out of the office on Thursday and 
Friday, January 1 and 2.  Regular office hours will 
resume on January 5. 

Mission Brunch  
Our January mission focus will be the Roland–
Story Food Pantry, located at the middle school. 
This vital ministry helps ensure that local 
students and families have access to nutritious 
food, and we are grateful for the opportunity to 
support such an important community resource. 

On Sunday, January 25, we invite you to join us 
for our Mission Brunch, featuring baked French 
toast. During worship that day, the quarter tube 
will be available, so be sure to bring your quarters 
and help us make an even greater impact. 

Thank you for your continued generosity and for 
supporting this worthwhile mission that makes a 
real difference close to home. 

End of Year Giving 
As we prepare to close the books for 2025, please 
note that all year-end contributions must be 
received by January 6 to be credited to the 2025 
calendar year. Contributions may be mailed or 
dropped off at the church office. Any checks 
should be dated 2025 in order to be properly 
recorded. Thank you for your continued 
generosity and support of the church’s ministry. 

 

UWF December Update 
On December 10, the United Women in Faith 
planned to gather to assemble cookie tins for our 
homebound members, but the weather had other 
plans. Thankfully, we were able to reschedule 
and meet on December 17, when the weather 
was much more cooperative. 

The afternoon was filled with fun and fellowship 
as we assembled the cookie tins and enjoyed the 
chance to visit with members we don’t often get 
to see. It was a meaningful time of connection 
and service. 

Our next meeting will be held on January 14 at 
1:30 p.m. Gail Remis will present the program for 
the afternoon, and Sharla Mander will share the 
mission moment. We look forward to being 
together again. 

Second Saturday at Six 
Looking for a fun and relaxed 

evening out? Join us for 
Second Saturday at Six on 
Saturday, January 10, at 

6:00 p.m. If you haven’t joined 
us before, this is a great time to give it a try! 

Get out of the cold and enjoy warm fellowship in 
the comfort of our church as we gather for a night 
of games, laughter, and time together. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to connect in a casual, 
welcoming setting. 

As always, feel free to bring a favorite game to 
share, or simply come ready to join in. You’re also 
invited to bring a snack to share. We look forward 
to seeing you there! 

Come enjoy a warm, festive evening together—
you won’t want to miss it! 

Undecorating 
On Sunday, January 4, we will be 
undecorating the church 
following the worship service. 
Many hands make fast work, so 
the more people who are able to 

stay and help, the quicker the job will be 
completed. Thank you in advance for lending a 
hand as we put away the decorations. 

 



Something Wonderful: A Sunday 
School Christmas Program 
On December 21, our children shared a 
wonderful Christmas program titled Something 
Wonderful. The program told the story of Jesus’ 
birth from the perspective of the animals, offering 
a charming and meaningful retelling of the first 
Christmas. As always, the children were 
absolutely adorable, and it was a joy to hear the 
Christmas story shared through their voices—
along with the help of devoted adult leaders. The 
children sang beautifully, and their enthusiasm 
and faith filled the sanctuary with joy. It was truly 
a wonderful morning and a blessing for all who 
attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Plastic Bag Mats — Holiday 
Collection 
As you do your Christmas shopping this season, 
don’t forget to save your plastic bags! They help 
stock our Plastic Bag Mat Ministry for the months 
ahead. 

And as a bonus—colorful Christmas bags add fun 
pops of color! We love weaving bright, festive 
patterns into our mats, making each one unique 
and full of character. Every mat tells its own story, 
and your donations make that possible. 

Thank you for supporting this meaningful ministry 
in such a simple, practical way. 

Special Music 
On December 14, we were blessed with special 
music during worship—a beautiful duet by Jarod 
Hart and Pastor Phil. Together they sang “Little 
Drummer Boy / Peace on Earth,” sharing a moving 
and meaningful musical offering. Their talents 
and heartfelt performance added a special 
moment to our service. Thank you, Jarod and 
Pastor Phil, for sharing your gifts with our 
congregation.  

Thank you 
Thank you so much to the UWF for the new 
vacuum! We really appreciate you thinking of us 
and are very grateful for your kindness. 

Thanks again, 

Donyel and Helen Caruth 

Advent  
During the Season of Advent, we prepare our 
hearts and minds for the coming of Christ. Each 
week, an Advent candle is lit to mark this sacred 
time of waiting and hope. The first candle 
represents Hope, the second Peace, the third 
Joy, and the fourth Love, leading us to the lighting 
of the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve, 
celebrating the birth of Jesus. 

Thank you to all the families who helped light our 
Advent candles this year. November 30 marked 
the first Sunday of Advent, though winter weather 
caused services to be canceled that morning. 
Despite a bit more snow on December 7, Ray and 
Betty Hults lit the first two Advent candles. On 
December 14, Pauline Kokemiller, Donyel 
Caruth, and Helen Caruth lit the candles for us. 
On December 21, Rod and Sue Bohner assisted 
with the lighting. Finally, on Christmas Eve, the 
Ness Family lit the Christ Candle, reminding us 
that Christ is our light. 

We are grateful to each family who participated 
and helped make this season meaningful for our 
congregation. 



Parking 
As we continue to be good neighbors, 
we would like to share some 
guidance about parking near the 
former Bethel Lutheran Church. The 
parking spaces directly in front of the 
old Bethel building are available for 

use. However, the two spaces located in front of 
the neighboring house belong to that residence. 

The homeowner has experienced difficulty being 
picked up for Sunday morning church when both 
of her spaces are in use. She is gracious and 
understanding about occasional use of these 
spaces, as long as at least one spot is left 
available for her. She also pays for snow removal 
for these spaces and needs access to them. 

We kindly ask everyone to be mindful of this 
situation and to please leave at least one of those 
spaces open. Thank you for your thoughtfulness 
and consideration as we strive to be good 
neighbors. 

Help Us Keep the Building Warm This 
Winter 
As we move into the colder months, certain areas 
of the church building can become quite chilly. To 
help maintain a more consistent temperature, 
we’re keeping doors open when possible to allow 
warm air to circulate. 

If you are using a room, please feel free to close 
the door while you’re in it. We simply ask that 
when you’re finished, you prop the door back 
open so the heat can continue to flow throughout 
the building. 

Thank you for your help in keeping our space 
welcoming and warm for everyone! 

Poinsettias 
It was wonderful to see the sanctuary filled with 
beautiful poinsettias during the Christmas 
season. Each plant was given in memory of a 
loved one or in honor of someone special, making 
the display even more meaningful. Thank you to 
everyone who shared in this tradition and helped 
beautify our worship space. 

 



Winter Weather Guidelines 
Winter has already shown that it’s going to be 
cold and snowy, so here is a reminder of our 
church’s winter weather policy. When Roland–
Story Schools cancel due to weather, all church 
activities for that day will also be canceled. If 
Sunday worship must be canceled, we will notify 
local TV stations, post on Facebook, and send an 
email when possible. Your safety is our priority—
if you don’t feel safe traveling, please stay home 
and join us online. 

Important Update: Weekday 
Entrance Change 
During the winter months, the parking area by the 
north entrance of the church can become icy due 
to limited sunlight. To help keep everyone safe, 
the west entrance will serve as the main entrance 
during the week. The west doors will be unlocked, 
and we encourage all visitors to use them. All 
doors will remain unlocked on Sundays. On days 
when the north parking area is completely clear, 
we will unlock the north doors as well. Your safety 
is important to us, and we appreciate your 
cooperation. 

Birthday Card Ministry 
Each month, Raejean and Tep 
spend a day preparing 
birthday cards to be mailed to 
our members—a meaningful 
ministry that brings joy and 

connection. While Raejean continues her 
recovery in the hospital, she is temporarily unable 
to help, and Tep would be grateful for a few extra 
hands. This ministry takes just one day a month 
but means so much to those who receive a card. 
If you’re able to help, please contact Tep or the 
church office. Your support would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
On Christmas Eve, we enjoyed a beautiful service 
centered on the true reason for the season. The 
service was filled with meaningful scripture and 
uplifting music. The Chancel Choir, with the help 
of Lena Feil, blessed us with special music that 
added to the joy and reverence of the evening. It 
was a wonderful time of worship and celebration 
as we remembered the gift of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Year’s Resolution 
As we move into a 
new year, many of 
us take time to make 

resolutions—small 
changes that help 
us grow and 
become better. As a 
church family, 
perhaps this year is 
an opportunity to 
make a resolution 

together: to help make our church a little better. 

So much of what happens at church takes place 
“behind the scenes.” There are meetings that 
help shape the direction of our ministry, quiet 
acts of care like sending birthday cards, and 
practical tasks such as preparing candles for 
Christmas Eve or setting tables for brunch. There 
are also joyful opportunities—serving together, 
weaving plastic bag mats, sharing games and 
laughter, and building relationships. 

Maybe there’s a new ministry God is placing on 
your heart, or perhaps you’d like to join 
something that has been part of our church for 
years. Whether big or small, every act of service 
matters. As we begin this new year, consider how 
you might help move our church forward and be 
part of the work God is doing among us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Bible Reading Plan 
Are you looking for a way to engage more deeply 
with Scripture this year? On the next page, you’ll 
find a Bible reading plan to help guide you through 
the Bible in 2026. While it doesn’t cover every 
chapter of every book, it walks through all 66 
books, highlighting foundational passages that 
every disciple should know. This plan is perfect 
for anyone who has never managed to read 
through the entire Bible but wants to grow in 
understanding of what God’s Word actually says. 

How it works: Participants read 1–2 chapters a 
day, five days a week, with built-in flexibility for 
weekends off. These off-days give you time to 
catch up or reflect, helping you absorb more of 
God’s Word without feeling rushed. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

January 2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

4 
9:15 Worship 
10:15 Fellowship 
10:30 Sunday School 
 

5 
 

6 
10:00-12:00 
  Mat Weaving 

 

7 
5:30 Compass 
7:00 Axis 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

8 9 10 
6:00 Second Saturday  
          at Six 

11 
9:15 Worship 
10:15 Fellowship 
10:30 Sunday School 
 

12 
5:30 Worship Comm. 
6:30 SPRC 
 

13 
10:00-12:00 
  Mat Weaving 

 

14 
1:30 UWF 
5:30 Compass 
7:00 Axis 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

15 16 17 

18 
8:15 Trustees 
9:15 Worship 
10:15 Fellowship 
10:30 Sunday School 
 

19 
 

20 
10:00-12:00 
  Mat Weaving 

 

21 
5:30 Compass 
7:00 Axis 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

22 23 24 

25 
8:30 Missions 
9:15 Worship 
10:15 Mission Brunch 
10:30 Sunday School 
 

26 
5:45 Finance 
6:30 Council 

 

27 
10:00-12:00 
  Mat Weaving 

 

28 
5:30 Compass 
7:00 Axis 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

29 30 31 

 

Office Closed 


