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Versicles & Responses: Smith 

Setting: Evening Service in C, Stanford 

 
Please stand, as you are able, as the choir and clergy enter the Cathedral 

 

Minister. O LORD, open thou our lips; 

Choir. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us;  

Choir. O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Praise ye the Lord; 
 

Please sit. 
 

Psalm 22 
22 I will declare thy Name unto my brethren : in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 

23 O praise the Lord, ye that fear him : magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and fear him, all ye seed 

of Israel; 

24 For he hath not despised, nor abhorred, the low estate of the poor : he hath not hid his face from him, 

but when he called unto him he heard him. 

25 My praise is of thee in the great congregation : my vows will I perform in the sight of them that fear him. 

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied : they that seek after the Lord shall praise him; your heart shall live 

for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall remember themselves, and be turned unto the Lord : and all the 

kindreds of the nations shall worship before him. 

28 For the kingdom is the Lord's : and he is the Governor among the people. 

29 All such as be fat upon earth : have eaten and worshipped. 

30 All they that go down into the dust shall kneel before him : and no man hath quickened his own soul. 

31 My seed shall serve him : they shall be counted unto the Lord for a generation. 

32 They shall come, and the heavens shall declare his righteousness : unto a people that shall be born, 

whom the Lord hath made 

 

The First Lesson is written in the book of the prophet Genesis, in the 8
th

 chapter, beginning at the fifteenth 

verse. 
 

Then God said to Noah, 
 

‘Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with 

you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping 

thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the 

earth.’ 
 

So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. And every animal, every creeping 

thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark by families. 



 
 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered 

burnt-offerings on the altar. 
 

And when the LORD smelt the pleasing odour, the LORD said in his heart, ‘I 

will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human heart is evil from 

youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done. 

 

As long as the earth endures, 

    seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, 

    shall not cease.’ 

God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 
 

The fear 

and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of the air, on everything that 

creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are delivered. 
 

Every moving thing 

that lives shall be food for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 
 

Only, you 

shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. For your own lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning: 

from every animal I will require it and from human beings, each one for the blood of another, I will 

require a reckoning for human life. 

 

Whoever sheds the blood of a human, 

    by a human shall that person’s blood be shed; 

for in his own image 

    God made humankind. 

 

And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it.’ 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 
 

‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 

your descendants after you, 
 

and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, 

and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, 

that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 

destroy the earth.’ 
 

God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every 

living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
 

When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 

the clouds, 
 

I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 

and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
 

When the bow is in the clouds, I will 

see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 

the earth.’ 
 

God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all 

flesh that is on the earth.’ 

Here endeth the first lesson. 
 

 

 



The Office Hymn (please remain standing) 

 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

2 Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining, 

Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall: 

Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 

Maker and monarch and Saviour of all. 
 

3 Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

Odours of Edom and offerings divine? 

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

Myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine? 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

Vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 

Richer by far is the heart's adoration, 

Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 

5 Brightest and best of the sons of the 

morning, 

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

  

Wessex 
Alwyn Surplice 1906-77 

Reginald Heber 1783-1826 

 
Please remain standing 

 

Magnificat. St Luke 1. 46 
 

Y soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded 

the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him 

throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 

meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering 

his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

Please sit 
 

The Second Lesson is written in the letter of the Romans, in the 3th chapter, beginning at the first verse. 

Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? Much, in every way. For in the 

first place the Jews
[a]

 were entrusted with the oracles of God. 
 

What if some were unfaithful? Will their 

faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 
 

By no means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved 

true, as it is written, 

M 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%203&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27979a


 
 

‘So that you may be justified in your words, 

    and prevail in your judging.’ 

But if our injustice serves to confirm the justice of God, what should we say? That God is unjust to inflict 

wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) By no means! For then how could God judge the world?
 

But if 

through my falsehood God’s truthfulness abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a 

sinner? 
 

And why not say (as some people slander us by saying that we say), ‘Let us do evil so that good 

may come’? Their condemnation is deserved! 

 

What then? Are we any better off? No, not at all; for we have already charged that all, both Jews and 

Greeks, are under the power of sin, 
 

as it is written: 

‘There is no one who is righteous, not even one; 

   there is no one who has understanding, 

        there is no one who seeks God. 
 

All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; 

    there is no one who shows kindness, 

        there is not even one.’ 
 

‘Their throats are opened graves; 

    they use their tongues to deceive.’ 

‘The venom of vipers is under their lips.’ 

   ‘Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.’ 

‘Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
 

    ruin and misery are in their paths, 
 

and the way of peace they have not known.’ 

    ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.’ 

 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
 

For ‘no human being will be 

justified in his sight’ by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 

But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 

the prophets, 
 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
 

for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 
 

since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
 

they are now justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
 

whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 

his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 

he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
 

it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  

 

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of 

faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

Or is God the 

God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 
 

since God is one; and he will 

justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 
 

Do we then 

overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 



Here endeth the second lesson. 

Please stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis. St Luke 2.29. 
ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
Please remain standing 

 

 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 

Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third 

day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Minister: The Lord be with you; 

Choir: And with thy spirit. 

Minister: Let us pray.  
Please sit or kneel 

Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 

them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 

Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation.  

Minister: O Lord, save the King;  

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  

Minister: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful.  

Minister: O Lord, save thy people;  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance.  

Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord;  

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us;  

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
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 LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people; that we, who are justly punished 

for our offences, may be mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for the glory of thy Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  

Amen. 
 

The Second Collect, for Peace. 

 GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto thy 

servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 

 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils. 

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

Please sit. 
 

The Anthem 
Lo! star-led chiefs Assyrian odours bring 

And bending Magi seek their infant King! 

Mark'd ye, where, hovering o'er His head 

The dove's white wings celestial glory shed? 
  

William Crotch 1775 – 1847 Reginald Heber 

 

The Prayers 
Please sit or kneel  

 

HEAVENLY Father, who hast filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold thy gracious 

hand in all thy works; that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, we may learn to serve thee with gladness; 

for the sake of him through whom all things were made, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LMIGHTY God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: Kindle, we pray  thee, in the 

hearts of all people the true love of peace, and guide with thy pure and peaceable wisdom those who 

take counsel for the nations of  the earth; that in tranquillity thy kingdom may go forward, till the earth is 

filled with the knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, we humbly beseech thee that, as thy only-begotten Son was presented 

in the temple, so we may be presented unto thee with pure and clean hearts by the same thy Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name 
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thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 
2 Corinthians 13:14. 

HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with 

us all evermore. Amen. 
 

Hymn  

 
  

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom,  

lead thou me on;  

the night is dark, and I am far from home;  

lead thou me on.  

Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see  

the distant scene; one step enough for me.  
 

2 I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thou  

shouldst lead me on;  

I loved to choose and see my path; but now  

lead thou me on.  

I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears,  

pride ruled my will: remember not past years.  

3 So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still  

will lead me on,  

o'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till  

the night is gone,  

and with the morn those angel faces smile,  

which I have loved long since, and lost awhile.  

    
Alberta  
William Harris 1883-1973  

John Henry Newman 1801-90  

 
Please remain standing for the recession. 

Officiants: 
The Very Rev. Douglas Michael, Dean of Ontario 
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