Series:	Finding Joy in the circumstances of life
Title:	Get Your Joy Back!

Just to give a brief back story about this letter and its purpose, Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ first established the church of Philippi while on his second missionary Journey.  It was there where he met a woman named Lydia who along with her entire family were converted to the Christian faith and were baptized by Paul.  

It was also in Philippi in which he was met with a young demon possessed girl who made her master profit by fortune telling.  When Paul cast the demon out of this young girl, she was no longer profitable to her masters and so they had Paul and his companion Silas arrested and thrown into prison.

It was in the Philippian jail cell where Paul and Silas began singing songs and praying unto the Lord. They sang loud enough for the other inmates who were with them to hear their songs and prayers.  The Lord then answered their prayers through an earthquake which broke all the chains that bound the prisoners, setting them free to go.  

Their deliverance came as they remained joyful in their God although they were unjustly imprisoned. 

It was through this act that the jailer and his entire family were converted to the Christian faith and were baptized.  With Lydia and her family being converted and now the jailer and his family also being converted along with many others we have the beginning of the church of Philippi. 

Paul writes this letter from a Roman prison to the church of Philippi.    

Philippians 1:1-11
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:  
Let’s first think about Paul’s humble approach.  In this letter he considers himself a servant.  In other letters he introduces himself as an apostle.  Which an apostle is the calling that God has called him to, and it comes with a great deal of authority.  In this letter however he uses the words servant.   
Our mission statement here at Hope Community Church is to not only restore those who are lost, and disciple those who are saved but it is also to serve others and create opportunities to serve others.  
Servant- (doulos) (do-los) one who gives himself up wholly to another's will; those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing his cause among men:
This is the same word used in the next chapter 
	Philippians 2:5-7
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
Jesus though He was God took the form of a servant, He gave Himself up entirely to fulfill the will of God for His life.  Christ’s example is what Paul is choosing to identify with in this passage.  
If you study the book of Acts, you will find that Paul had given himself entirely to fulfill the will of God for His life as well.  In fact, he would eventually die a martyr at the hands of Nero.  

 To identify with Christ’ servanthood, we too must be willing to give ourselves up so that the purposes of God will be fulfilled in our lives.
But we must be careful to not think of servanthood as a bad thing, because this attitude pleases God and brings about fruit in our lives which leads to eternal life.
Romans 6:20-22
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

One such fruit is joy.  When you begin to serve others, you will find a joy in that serving which cannot be found in any other thing.  There is a true and authentic joy to be experienced in serving others. 

	Hebrews 12:2

2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Joy in Serving

Jesus experienced joy in serving.  He even experienced joy in suffering while serving.  He pressed on for the joy that was set before Him.   What joy you may ask.  The joy of redeeming us.  

As an imitator of Christ, the apostle Paul continues:
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:  
This letter is not written to sinners but rather it is written to the saints who are in Philippi.  
We are not talking about Jameis Winston, Michael Thomas or Alvin Kamara.  Though if they are in Christ, they too can benefit from the teachings of this letter.  
Paul uses the phrase “all the saints.” Paul intends this phrase to include all believers.  Furthermore the word saint has a more significant meaning. 
Saint- (hagios) most holy thing, a saint; Saints- chosen by God before the foundation of the world destined to be holy or set apart for God.  We are to imitate God’s holiness.
So, we come to a deeper understanding of the word.  In a sense Paul is saying “I am writing to those who are holy, (set apart) for God’s good purposes. The thing that binds us together is the fact that we are pursuing holiness.  We are set apart from this world, we are called to be servants of Christ our Lord and we experience great joy in doing so. 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 
This verse shows the affection that Paul had for this church.  He proclaims a blessing of grace and peace unto them, and as coming from God.  He is also very thankful unto God when he thinks about this church.  
One reason for his thankfulness is because this church was very generous to him while he was in prison.  
	Philippians 4:15-16
15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again.
The church at Philippi made it to Paul’s prayer list and it was his joy to pray for those who had been so faithful to him.  Thus far we find joy in serving, and joy in praying for the church.  
Joy in Praying
If we were to apply those two things in our lives, I believe we will experience joy as well.  
For there is no greater joy than the joy that comes from serving others just as Jesus did.  
6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
Joy in God’s Faithfulness
Another reason to have joy this morning is because the Lord is faithful to complete the work which he has started in you.  Notice the way it is written “will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”
	Isaiah13:6  Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; as destruction from the Almighty it will come!
Ezekiel 30:3 “Wail, ‘Alas for the day! For the day is near, the day of the Lord is near; it will be a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.
2 Thessalonians 1:6-7	6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 
The day of Jesus Christ is the day that He is coming back to both judge the wicked and reward the righteous.  As part of your reward, you will have eternal relief from the sorrow of this world.  
That day has not happened yet, so therefore we can say that He is still completing the work that He has begun in us.   It is a process of sanctification that we are in, we have not yet arrived.  But He does promise that one day the work that He has started in us will be fully complete at the day of Jesus Christ.
Every wrong will be made right, every injustice will be dealt with by a just and Sovereign God.  You will no longer have to deal with the evil that is in this world, nor will you have to deal with your stinking flesh.  
He is in the process of bringing you to a state of completeness.  That completeness will be fulfilled at the Day the Lord returns. Another great reason for us to have joy this morning. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
Joy in Being in God’s Family
If there was another reason for Paul to have joy in his heart towards the church at Philippi, it is because they were both supportive of him while he was in prison, and they were passionate about the same interest. They defended the gospel, meaning they stood up for the gospel of Jesus Christ when they had faced opposition.  
It is a unique bond amongst brothers and sisters in Christ when they go through adversity together for the cause of Christ.  It is like we are knitted to one another when we are passionate about the same things.  The joy comes in knowing that you are not alone in this life.  There are others fighting for the cause as well.  What joy that brings to Paul who currently finds himself a prisoner.   
8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
That is a bold statement, that he yearns for them with the same affection of which Christ Jesus yearns for them.  In other words, the yearning which Paul has in his heart is birthed by the Spirit of God, so therefore it is not just his own yearning but the yearning of Christ through him.  That is why he is confident that God will be faithful to complete the work which He has started in them. The idea that Christ is yearning for them through the apostle Paul shows that Christ is committed to them.  Which also brings about great joy, especially to ministers of the gospel.  They are in good hands.
Joy in being in God’s Hands
Joy through serving, joy in praying, Joy in the Lord’s faithfulness to complete the work which he has started, joy that there will be eternal relief from sorrow, there is joy that God is affectionate toward His people.   
