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T hankful People = Content People

Philippians 4:10-20

Big Idea: Contentment isn't found in our circumstances, but in Christ. When we're grateful for what God
has done, we can't help but invest in His kingdom and others' lives. The more we give away our time,
talent, and treasure, the more joy we find.

Key Takeaways: Scriptures:

1.Contentment is learned, not automatic O Philippians 1:6
2.We are stewards, not owners

3.Giving is investing in eternity O Matthew 6:19-20
4.The math doesn't always math O 2 Corinthians 11:21-28
5.0ur ultimate purpose is God's glory O Philippians 3:8

Opening Question:

Share about a time when someone's generosity or investment in your life made a significant impact. How
did it make you feel, and how did you respond?

Discussion Questions:
Read Philippians 4:10-20 together. What stands out to you most from this passage? Why?

In verses 11-12, Paul says he has "learned" to be content. What does this suggest about contentment - is it
natural or something we must develop?

How does the context of Paul's suffering (2 Corinthians 11:21-28) change your understanding of Philippians
4:13? How is this verse often misused?

The Jigsaw Puzzle Analogy: Are you currently holding a "puzzle piece" in your life that doesn't seem to fit?
How does the reminder that God sees the complete picture help you?

On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate your current level of contentment? What circumstances tend to
steal your contentment most easily?
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The sermon mentioned that "content people share with others." How does your level of contentment affect
your generosity (with time, talent, or treasure)?

Read Matthew 6:19-21. How does the concept of "laying up treasure in heaven" challenge our culture's
approach to money and possessions?

Pastor Tim shared about Ashford and Georgie Combs, who went from stealing to radical generosity. What
caused such a dramatic transformation? What can we learn from their example?

Compassion means "to suffer with." Who in your life needs someone to "share in their trouble" right now?
What's preventing you from being that person?

R.G. LeTourneau eventually gave away 90% and lived on 10%. While that may seem extreme, what principle
was he demonstrating? How might God be calling you to grow in generosity?

Practical Applications:

1.Gratitude Assessment - Spend 15 minutes listing specific ways God has provided for you. Thank
Him for both spiritual and physical blessings. Share your gratitude with someone who has
invested in your life.

2.Contentment Inventory - Identify one area where you're discontent. Ask God to help you see
that situation from His eternal perspective. Memorize Philippians 4:11-13

3.Generous Investment - Prayerfully ask God: "Who needs me to share in their trouble?" Take one
practical step to help them (time, encouragement, financial support). Do it without expecting
recognition or return.

4.Missionary Support - Choose one missionary or ministry your church supports. Write them an
encouraging letter or email. Commit to praying for them regularly.

5.The Shovel Test - Evaluate: Are you giving out of gratitude or grudgingly? Ask God to reveal one
area where you're holding back. Take a step of faith to "shovel out" in that area

Closing Thought/Prayer:

“| see a need in you. Let me have the privilege of meeting it." - Gary Smalley

The Christian life isn't about accumulating for ourselves but about investing in eternity. When we
truly understand God's grace toward us, gratitude flows, contentment follows, and generous living
becomes our joy.



