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I can remember the exact moment I saw it.  I had honestly never thought about it before.  But a couple weeks into my first semester at Trinity, sitting in Philosophy 101, it hit me: I’m paying for this.

And suddenly something happened that had never happened in my academic career before.  I sat forward.  I opened my eyes.  And I realized – what might sound obvious to you but was brand new to me – I would probably get a lot more out of this, and waste a lot less money, if I actually engaged.
…
If you’ve been with us, you know that we are looking at Jesus’ miracles in the Gospel of John.  Now John doesn’t call them miracles—he calls them signs—because they don’t just show us Jesus’ power, they point us to who He is and the mission He came to accomplish.  

Well, today we’ve come to the sixth of these seven signs.  So if you’ve got a Bible, open it to John 9.  We’ll read the beginning of the story and then the end.  Please stand with me as we come before God’s word.  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read John 9:1-7;35-38]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

Now this is a long story – it’s an entire chapter.  And we’ll cover the bit we skipped in the middle.  But there are three themes we need to see here, each tied to a different group of people: the disciples, the pharisees and the man himself.  And through them, Jesus teaches us about suffering, spiritual blindness and the one thing that actually heals it all.[footnoteRef:1]  If you’re taking notes, that’s where we’re headed. [1:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/the-man-born-blind/ (Accessed January 29, 2026)] 

…
Let’s start with the disciples and what Jesus wants to show us about suffering.  So Jesus and His disciples are in Jerusalem, a city with a visible population of people without means.  The word “homeless” didn’t exist, but many were reduced to begging often because of physical disability.  And Jewish law was clear on this matter: God’s people were to be generous and hospitable to those in need.  That was the command.

But… there was an underlying conviction within the believing community that flew in the face of this – a theology of blame.  And we pick this up in verse 2 from the mouths of the disciples.  They asked Jesus:
	“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  (John 9:2)

So instead of generosity, the disciples assume guilt.  Now obviously none of us would have asked a dumb and judgmental question like this to Jesus, but put your hand up if you know there are judgmental people in the world.  Actually just point them out.  Help me know who I should preach to.  Good.  
…
So where did the judgment of the disciples come from?  Well there was an idea in Jewish culture that if bad things happened to you, it was because you or your family had done something wrong.  So while people might feel sorry for you, they didn’t feel that sorry because you were just reaping what you sowed.  
…
Now before we see what Jesus says about this, there’s another side to this that’s much easier to identify with.  When something bad happens to me, I ask, “Why?  Why me God?  How could You let this happen?  It’s not fair.”  Have you ever done that?  
…
So where’s the similarity between judging others and questioning God?  Well, they are both built on the foundation that we get what we deserve.  And this idea is so tempting for people who live in a place like Canada where most of us are doing pretty well.

I mean think about it: when most of my bills are paid, and my kids are thriving, and my health’s intact there’s a good reason: it’s because I’m disciplined, I work hard, I’m a good parent and I put those reps in at the gym.  I love taking credit for the good places I find myself.  

The only problem with this is it’s not Christianity – it’s karma.  And there are at least three massive problems with living as though karma is real.

First, it produces self-righteousness.  When life is going well, we just know we’re better than everyone else.  Now we smugly keep this to ourselves unless we see someone who really needs to know they are failing at life.  Then we can helpfully let out a condescending glance.  And we’re okay with that, because they deserve it.

The second problem with karma is it doesn’t match reality.  I mean there are tons of great people who have suffered terribly, and there are piles terrible people who have prospered and then died peacefully in their sleep.  So karma just isn’t true.

But finally – and worst – it’s cruel.  It heaps shame on people who are already hurting.  Karma is an evil idea.

So what does Jesus think?  Well look what He says in verse 3:
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned… but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. (John 9:3)

Now pause.  Jesus knows He’s about to heal this man – that’s the work of God about to be displayed.  But not every blind person gets healed, so what is Jesus saying about suffering?  To gain clarity let’s bring in a parallel text. 
…
In Luke 13 we read about a disaster that had occurred in Jerusalem.  A tower collapsed and killed 18 people.  It’s a great text if you want a biblical theology for building codes.  But instead of going there, the talk of the day was: they must have deserved it.  But Jesus replied:
“Do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” (Luke 13:1-5)

Now there aren’t many Presious Moments mugs with that verse on them.  This isn’t soft, smiley Jesus.  But He’s saying something absolutely essential about suffering that we need to hear.

First, there’s an assumption in Jesus’ words that suffering in general is the result of sin in general.  So God created the world without suffering.  But we broke that world when we walked away from the Source of Life.  And shockingly, the farther we get from God, the less everything works the way it was meant to.  Suffering comes from sin.

And scripture says all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  So Jesus says the people who weren’t crushed by the tower weren’t morally superior to those who were.  And so we should all repent because we all deserve to die under a tower.  Jesus affirms this.  It’s not very comforting – but it’s true.
…
But here’s the critical distinction: while Jesus affirms that sin in general produces suffering in general, He denies that specific suffering is necessarily caused by specific sin.  And we get this from John 9 – neither this man or his parents sinned.  God wasn’t punishing them.  And we get this same thing at the end of Job.

So in Job 42 God rebukes Job’s “friends” who had just spent 40 chapters telling him that he needed to repent because God was giving him what he deserved.  But God says, “No.  That’s not how I work.”  The specific sufferings people experience are not tied to the specific sins they commit.”  And that’s why the guys under the tower weren’t worse than the guys judging them.

So Jesus is holding two truths together.  First, suffering in general is not an injustice.  Bad things happen because we live in a world broken by sin.  But second, when specific bad things happen, we must never look down on the people they happen to.  A hurricane hitting the Philippines isn’t God judging that nation.  If He were, He’d be judging us all.  But this also means we must not assume God is rewarding us when things are going well.  

Just because you’re driving a new truck doesn’t mean God thinks you’re virtuous.  The fact is, sometimes bad things happen to good people, and good things happen to bad people.
…


Now that probably doesn’t make you feel warm and fuzzy so we need to hold this in tension with something else Scripture clearly affirms.  And that is that even when we don’t understand what God is doing, He is working all things out – even the worst things – for His glory and for the good of those who love Him.  That’s Romans 8.  

So while we may never learn the “why” behind our suffering, we can trust the Who.  God hasn’t abandoned you.  He is still working.  

And this is the understanding of suffering you need if your faith is going to survive in a sin-broken world.  And it’s exactly what Jesus exposes by confronting the question on the disciple’s lips.  That’s point 1.
…
The second thing we learn is about spiritual blindness, and we see this in the Pharisees.  So Jesus heals this man in a very unique way.  In verse 5 we read:
[Jesus] spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” He told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. (John 9:5-6)

Now the Pharisees get wind of this and they think it’s weird – and it is – so they come to investigate.  They’re suspicious because they know God would never work through someone who violated God’s Sabbath by making mud on it.  So there must be a trick.  Something doesn’t add up.  

So they interrogate the man, and when that doesn’t satisfy, they interrogate his parents to make sure he really was blind.  To their frustration, the parents confirm that he was their son and he was born blind.  But when asked about Jesus, the parents refuse to say anything.  And in verse 22 we find out why:
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. (John 9:22)

And this is where we run into the main sickness Jesus’ miracle points to – these Pharisees had already decided what was true so there is no way they could see anything else.
…
Now we all understand that there are some kinds of sight that aren’t physical.  Like when I was 19, and sitting in class, I saw something I hadn’t seen before – a connection between how I approached school and where my life was headed.  Either I was going to graduate one day, or I would have wasted my money and proved I was an idiot.  Now that wasn’t a moment of physical sight, but it was certainly insight.

Well, in the same way, Jesus is revealing another level of sight – one that enables people to recognize God at work in the world.  This is spiritual sight.  And it opens us up to the eternal life, the abundant zoe, we’ve been talking about throughout this series.  
And this is the life God wants for us: life to the full, beginning at faith and continuing into eternity, totally unphased by anything we might face including death.  And spiritual sight is what opens us up to that reality.

Now there is secular spiritual blindness, and there is religious spiritual blindness but at root they’re the same.  Both keep us from seeing the reality of sin and the beauty of grace.  And the Pharisees give us a textbook example.  So let’s pick the story up in verse 24:

[Read John 9:24-34]

So whether religious or secular, there is an attitude that makes spiritual sight impossible: pride.  Pride is thinking nothing can be true if it doesn’t fit within my understanding of reality – I’m the authority.
…
Now if you ever watch any of those YouTube clips with apologists at secular universities this comes up over and over.  A person will ask for evidence that God exists, but no amount of evidence will ever be enough.  That’s spiritual blindness.

But the Pharisees show us that this problem thrives in religious environments too.  And it happens whenever we can’t imagine that God might do something we don’t understand.  And the Pharisees totally lived here.  And so when this man tries to tell them Jesus healed him, they scold, “You’re a sinner.  How dare you lecture us on what God can or cannot do.”  Pride leads to blindness.

Now what is the connection between pride and blindness?  It’s simple. Spiritual sight begins when the Holy Spirit opens your eyes to what you couldn’t see before— namely that you are a sinner who needs a Savior. And that realization is the opposite of pride.

So before the Holy Spirit gets into us, we take credit for our goodness.  “I do these good things because I’m a good person.”  But when the Spirit opens your eyes you start to see your motives more clearly.  Maybe the reason you helped the old lady across the street was because there was a young lady watching.  Suddenly your goodness looks a little less pure.
…
Or, before the Spirit works in us, we think we’re in control.  But when He starts, we realize we’ve been driven by fears and desires; we’re far more needy than we thought.  And this is called conviction and it results in the opposite of pride.  Spiritual sight means we see our sin.

Now that might sound discouraging, but it’s not.  See until we grasp the weight of our sin we can’t understand the beauty of grace.  Without spiritual sight, the idea that Jesus died for you stays abstract.  But once you come to grips with your real spiritual condition, then what Jesus has done for you changes everything.  We need to see.

So don’t let this stay abstract.  Squint hard.  Do you see your need for a Saviour, or do you still think you’re good like the Pharisees?  Ask yourself that whether you’ve never come to faith – or even if you have.  The fact is we never outgrow our need for grace.  Do you see your need? 
…
Now this chapter ends with a serious warning about how tricky spiritual blindness is to diagnose.  And we get this in verse 39.  Jesus says:
“For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”
Some Pharisees who were with Him heard Him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”
Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. (John 9:39-41)

So there’s a terrible condition here.  It’s like noticing your physical eyes are getting worse but not wanting to appear weak so you refuse to go to the doctor.  As crazy as that sounds, it’s a very human move.  So Jesus warns blindness that we refuse to admit, is blindness with no cure.  
…
Now this is tricky, but here’s the test: if you hear all this and think, “I’ve never been spiritually blind.  This is ridiculous.” Then… ahh never mind about the test, I’m obviously talking about someone else.
…
Alright, finally, let’s look at the man, his cure, and how we can be cured as well.  In verse 35 Jesus asks him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  And the man responds, “Tell me who He is so I can believe.”  And Jesus says “You have seen Him.  He’s Me.”  And then we get verse 38:
	Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him. (John 9:38)

This is the moment Jesus opens the man formerly known as “blind man’s” spiritual eyes.  And we know this because of the worship.  He believes, but belief by itself isn’t enough.  Satan believes in God.  But this man falls at Jesus’ feet because he truly sees.
…
Now let’s step back for a second.  When we’re blind, our lives revolve around something else.  There is always something that people pursue that makes their life worth living.  Maybe it’s recognition at work that makes you valuable.  Or maybe it’s your family that gives you meaning.  Or maybe it’s sexual pleasure – to be alive you have to be enjoying a never-ending string of relationships.  Whatever it is, it becomes the center of your life and you chase it endlessly because it’s never enough.  Blindness keeps us in the rinse repeat cycle.  But worshiping Jesus breaks the chain.

See to worship is to put Jesus at the center and find our value in Him.  And this happens as we see only He can deliver what all those other things promised.  He’s got the meaning we have been chasing down all those other dead ends.  And what we needed was to worship Him.  So the answer is you just worship.  Easy right?  Well, it’s not quite that easy.

See worship isn’t a thing you do – you can’t manufacture it by singing louder or reading your Bible more – worship is something that happens in your heart.  And it only happens when you see the cross.  

But that’s a problem because there’s a circle here: we all start out spiritually blind which means we can’t see our sin or the beauty of grace until we see the cross.  But the cross makes no sense when you are spiritually blind.  So what gives?
…
Well, we need the miracle Jesus gives this man.  Jesus opened his eyes.  He didn’t work this out himself.  And Jesus will open yours as well if you will let Him.  So right now where you sit, humble yourself and ask Jesus to show you your brokenness.  Ask Him to make real to you the lengths He went to save you from your spiritual blindness.

See the length He went was the cross.  And you probably remember that when Jesus was on the cross darkness covered the earth – nobody could see.  But it wasn’t just physical darkness that was going on; Jesus also cried out, “My God, My God why have You forsaken Me?”  

In that moment Jesus was plunged into spiritual darkness as He was cut off from the Father’s light.  Jesus could see into people’s hearts and felt perfect connection with His Father.  But not on the cross.  On the cross Jesus was blinded as He bore the sin of the world – your sin.  And He did this so that you could be given a new kind of eyes.  

See, the gospel says you were so far gone in your spiritual blindness that you refused to acknowledge you couldn’t see.  You were so bad that to save you the God of the universe had no other choice but to die in your place.  But you were so loved that it was His joy to do it.  For you Jesus would do it all again.  So far gone, and yet so loved.  

So will you humble yourself before the beauty of His grace and let Him give you new eyes?  
