
 

  
Sunday, February 1, 2026 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

      

 
 

Introduction 

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 
they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and 
those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this 
countercultural way of living and serving. 

 

 

 
 



       ---———————- GATHERING —————————  
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC  
             “PRAISE”   
        Music and lyrics: Brandon Lake, Chandler Moore, Chirs Brown et al. 

 © 2023 Brandon Lake Music; For Humans Publishing; Maverick City Publishing;  
Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; Writer's Roof 

            Publishing; Music by Elevation Worship Publishing Admin:Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC  
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke 

life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our own 
interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was 
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your 
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water 

that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ 

name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE          O CHRIST, YOUR HEART, COMPASSIONATE (ELW #722)                                                        

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that 
in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

 



 

               ——————— WORD——————— 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
    

FIRST READING                     MICAH 6:1-8
        
     1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
 
     3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4 For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent 
before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
     6 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL                       MATTHEW 5:1-12
            
               

  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples    
came to him.  

2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:   
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 



 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the      
    kingdom of heaven 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil   
against you  falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON                          BLESSED ARE THE UNLIKELY                      PASTOR DAVID YOUNG 
 

1. In Micah, God makes it clear that God does not want impressive religious performances, but 
transformed lives. Where are we tempted to substitute religious activity (being busy, being 
proper, being visible) for faithful living (doing justice, loving kindness, walking humbly)?   

 
2.  Jesus begins his sermon by blessing the very people the world usually overlooks. Who are the 

“unlikely blessed” in our world today? Where do you see yourself in this list? 
 
 

3. Both Micah and Jesus point to a faith that shows up in how we live, not just in what we offer to   
God. Where might God be inviting you to move from offering something to God toward living 
differently for God? 

 
 

4. Micah sums up the life God desires in three simple phrases: do justice, love kindness, walk 
humbly with your God. What would one small, concrete step in that direction look like for you 
this week? 

 

      
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – LIVING HOPE, CHOIR AND BAND  
 
                               
OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

     

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

Each petition will end with “Merciful God.” and the response will be “receive our prayer.” 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 



——— MEAL ——— 
OFFERING 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
  

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION  
             
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the lord our god.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 
 

 

 
 

JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 

 
 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform 
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN   
           “YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL” 

Music and lyrics: Dennis Jernigan  
© 1991 Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. Admin: PraiseCharts Publishing, Inc. 

               

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 



            –—————— SENDING ————— 
BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING SONG     
“ALL THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN” 

                                                                     Music AND LYRICS: Matt Maher, Paul Moak, Trevor Morgan 
 © 2013 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing; Thankyou Music Ltd;  
Valley Of Songs Music; Trevor Morgan Music Admin: Brentwood-Benson Music  
           Publishing, Inc., Capitol CMG Publishing, Trevor Morgan Music 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God. 
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