


1



2



3



4



2025 SALEMSBORG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Parochial Report 
 

Year Baptized Confirmed Transferred In Death 

2022 649 423 25 5 

2023 678 427  7 

2024 680 427 21 3 

2025 699 435 11 2 

     

 

PASTORAL ACTS – 2025 

BAPTISMS 

Knox Pihl Feb. 2 

Harrison Carlson April 6 

Collins Pihl April 6 

Emma Windholz April 6 

Boone Poland April 20 

Estella Nance July 27 

Scarlett Krier Sept 14 

Rusty Krier Sept 14 

Bowen Swenson Sept 28 

Hudson Goodell Oct. 5 

Colton Wilson Nov. 30 

Walker Pihl Dec. 24 

  
AFFIRMED THEIR BAPTISM  

  Mason Riedel, Wyatt Griffin, Ridge Johnson 

 

MEMBERS RECEIVED 
Dwight & L’Jean Swisher 

Jerry & Melanie Websiter 

Charlie Malm 

Marilyn Divelbiss 

Audrey (Boeken) Zimmerman 

Carter Underwood 

Laura Miller  

Alaura Zimmerman 

DEATHS 
 

Coleen Pihl  July 28, 2025 

Leland Applequist August 27, 2025 
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The Safety and Security Committee Report 

he safety and security committee continues to look for improvements and actions to keep our 
congregation and our facilities as safe as possible.   

This year we attended active shooter seminar put on by the Kansas Emergency Management 
Agency, the seminar specifically focused on places of worship.  While the probability is 
extremely low, when it comes to an active shooter event, we are our best preventative measure.  
Practicing ‘active hospitality’ and situational awareness and letting someone know if something 
doesn’t seem right is always best.  

 Safety of our congregation is also best accomplished by all of us, if you see something unsafe, 
or a potential hazard, please let a member of the committee know so that we can address it and 
mitigate the risk it might pose. 

Respectfully, 

Brian Almqusit  
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A message from the Salemsborg Council President: 
Dear Friends, 

2025 was a very good year for the Salemsborg Congregation and the Falun/Salemsborg 
Parish as a whole.  We are so fortunate and blessed to be a part of this congregation and parish, 
to be able to worship together, enjoy each other's company, and fellowship, and know that we are 
a part of an extraordinary church family.  So much has happened over the past year, so allow me 
to remind us all of a few of these things. 

Our Salemsborg Congregation is growing, as we welcome many new people, and 
families.  Many parents brought their children to Salemsborg for baptism. Participation in 
Sunday School has exceeded our expectations under the direction of Kelsey Swisher and her 
team.  In addition to Sunday School, the Children's Sunday School presented a delightful 
program before Christmas.   
           We have expanded our reach by including Abby Barnett as Youth Coordinator for the 
parish to assist in Christian Education and church youth activities.   
         The summer swimming party was well attended, and the ice cream social in the park after 
swimming was a big hit.  
        The attendance at Camp Tomah Shinga increases each year and the advance-enrollment 
discounts help many families.  The new leadership of Aspen Cheney, Lauren Dolezal and Carson 
Pihl, brings the light of Salemsborg to so many children in their camp experience. 
      A true highlight of the year is the Christmas Family Workshop, held in December.  This 
long-standing Advent tradition brings families together to celebrate the Christmas season while 
making crafts and gifts together, and now extends to the second and third generation of our 
Church. 

Choir is again growing with new, and long-time members, under the direction of Nita 
Kay Carlson and accompanist Becky Pihl.  They welcome people who like to sing together 
and provide music each week during services, and through a concert during the Christmas 
season.  The Bell Choir practices each week and presents music during services.  A group called 
“The Ding-a-Lings,” made up of members of the bell choir, are very active and spread the good 
news before Christmas with a two-day tour playing music for so many people throughout the 
area.   
        Our organist, Phil Kampfe, brings his masterful gifts to us every Sunday. 
        Many outreach projects have enhanced our parish and greater community as well.  In 
March, ELCA Bishop Susan Candea traveled to Salemsborg for a listening session on how the 
ELCA can help rural congregations, many of whom are struggling in our times.  We hope the 
ideas she came away with will continue to help our rural ministries.   

This listening session led in November to a mini-conference on the rural crisis of Farm 
Family Transitions.  This half day conference was led by Ashlee Westerhold from the Kansas 
State University office of Farm Transition.  In addition, Jacob Grimstead from KSU Ag-Manager 
and Joseph Aker, a lawyer from Salina familiar with agricultural transition issues, brought 
expertise in financial and legal issues unique to rural farming/ranching communities. This 
conference was supported by Thrivent, whose assistance continues to be vital to the success of 
reaching families dealing with these issues.    

Perhaps a very significant outreach project was the inclusion of Garfield Lutheran Church 
as a part of our worship family.  This small congregation joins us by tuning in on our You Tube 
channel on Sundays for worship and communion. We welcome their attendance and applaud 

Council President 
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their efforts to continue worshipping together and being a part of a Lutheran Parish.  This project 
in time might possibly extend to other congregations as well.   
 The “Haunted Forest” Halloween event is a major project which welcomes thousands of 
people each year. Of the 135 volunteers over half are not parish members.  The 2220+ who 
attend are given the best experience in Kansas for Halloween as well as interactions with our 
parish through the chili meal, snacks and drinks prior to the trail, the friendly faces as they make 
their donations and enter the trail, as well as the exit tent where they can give their feedback and 
hear more about our parish churches and members and our mission for youth. The ability we 
have to reach out to other youth with the funds we raise from the Haunted Trail is a very blessed 
bonus.  
 There are so many other things that are happening, both big and small, that are so 
important.  We don't always know about each interaction, but your own personal spreading of the 
word, inviting new people to church or to activities is vital to our continuing Parish-wide 
message of “Let the Spirit Lead.”   That work often goes unrecognized but remains very 
important to us as members of this parish, but also as Lutherans and Christians.   
 Of great importance this past year has been the leadership of your church council.  Any, 
and every task assigned to them, and their committees, was completed, or is in the process of 
being completed.  Your representatives organize these many activities and show up to support 
them. They provide individual leadership, sit through council meetings which take too long  but 
are filled with earnest discussions, and complete projects which makes this congregation and 
parish so unique.  
 Most importantly, I must bring to your attention our dear pastor, Ben Fulton, and his 
family.  His family patiently loans him to us way too often and for too many hours.  Pastor Ben 
brings such love, joy, and Christian leadership to us. He exemplifies in his daily life the 
messages he brings to us each week of “Love God, Love Your Neighbor.”   We are truly blessed 
to have this man of God in our presence.  Our congregation, parish and extended community 
would not be the same without him.  When you have a moment be sure to thank him for all the 
good he does for us, and especially thank his wife, Janielle and his children, David and Lilly, for 
sharing him so willingly with us.   
        There are many challenges ahead of us in the coming year. Our Church building itself, now 
100 years old, needs some renovations. The historic cottage, in the park, needs a new roof and 
the barn needs to be painted. Continued maintenance of the organ, elevator, plumbing systems, 
and our parsonage and cemetery are on the list.  We need to fund our Youth Coordinator position 
to continue to provide Christian activities and learning for the many children in our parish.  
       Who knows what opportunities to help people and spread the word might come up over the 
coming year. As costs rise, each of us must add as much as we can to our weekly 
contributions.  The church is filled with children and young families and our future is bright.  
          And finally, let us go out and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus to all who will listen. Each 
Sunday we say, “Let the Spirit Lead.”  This simple statement reminds us every week that we do 
the work –and each of us needs to “be the church.” And let it be known that; "ALL ARE 
WELCOME IN THIS PLACE.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Holmquist 
Salemsborg Council President 
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► Become a DCE

Job Title:  Youth Coordinator 

Overview:  To serve the mission of Jesus Christ in and through the Falun Salemsborg 
Lutheran Parish and in the community by leading the coordination of youth education 
and events.  This role will focus on scheduling youth events, maintaining a healthy 
network of teachers, and supporting pastor and our volunteers to ensure we are planting 
seeds of faith that will grow to bear fruit in the youth of our parish and community. 

Primary Duties and Responsibilities: 
● Work with Pastor and learning ministry to plan and implement a variety of

programs.
● Empower others to take part in the ministry of the church youth.
● Sunday School

o Aid Sunday School Superintendent in curriculum implementation, parent
communication, finding teachers, and any other tasks necessary.

o Act as the point of contact for Parish Treasurer’s to ensure finances are in
place for Sunday School supplies.

o Assist with VBS: Coordinate and empower others to plan and execute VBS
for the parish.

● Middle School Youth Group -
o Assist leaders in planning, preparing, and executing any events. Can act as

head sponsor when needed.
o Aid in getting parents timely and accurate information on all meetings,

projects, and events.
o Enrollment in Camp Tomah Shinga, Quake, or other gatherings and

retreats.
o Assist Pastor in organizing, preparing, and executing Confirmation.

● High School Youth Group
o Assist leaders in planning, preparing, and executing any events. Can act as

head sponsor when needed.
o Aid in getting parents timely and accurate information on all meetings,

projects, and events.
o Enrollment in Camp Tomah Shinga and other gatherings or retreats.

● Act as Liaison for all Youth related activities in the parish and other area
churches.

Terms of Employment and Benefits: 
● Salary: paid monthly
● Part time employment: 10-15 Hours per week
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Salemsborg Middle School Youth Group 

People’s Bank and Trust Balance:  $15,013.04 

Jan 23-25, 2025:  Youth Quake:  15 middle school youth attended.   

March 1-2, 2025:  Youth Group Lock In:  16 middle school youth attended 

June 8-13, 2025:  Camp Tomah Shinga Youth Group Retreat 

October 2025 Haunted Trail Concessions Income:  $4059.50 

2025 United Youth Group
 Annual Report

Peoples Bank Checking Account

12/31/2024 Balance    $ 26,322.83
  Deposits/ Credits   $ 3,984.57
  Debits/ Withdrawals   $ 4,702.64
  Outstanding Check   $ 0
12/31/2025 Checking Account Balance  $ 25,604.76
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YEAR 2026 RESOLUTIONS 
 
 

8. As a part of the Falun-Salemsborg Parish, we recognize and thank the members of the 
Falun Lutheran Church for their help and support throughout the year and the collaboration 
between the two councils throughout the year. 

 
9. We pray and give thanks for our Parish Youth Coordinator, Abby Rishel-Barnett who 

works so hard to enhance the education of and the fellowship of our young people.   
 

10. As a Congregation and Church Family, we thank all those who have done so much to        
          keep our church working both physically and spiritually in the past year.  

With special gratitude to:   
Phil Kampfe for serving as our organist.  
Becky Pihl as choir accompanist.  
Nita Kay Carlson as choir/bell choir director.  
Molly Johnson as children’s choir director.  
Kathy Rishel as children's choir accompanist and prayer warrior:  

  Melanie Rishel for her time as church administrative assistant.  
Christine Deterding and Robin Roets for their leading of Altar Guild, along with all who 
serve on Altar Guild.  
Kelsey Pihl and her team of Sunday School teachers who teach the Story every Sunday.  
Milton Larson and Brandon Carlson for all the audio/visual work they coordinate to get 
the word of God out to our congregation both near and far; Wayne Carlson as Sound 
Technician and all those who help with sound during worship services.  
Ashley Eppenbach and Teresa Pihl for their service as Wedding Coordinators and flowers 
for every service. 
Brad Mahoney and Quintin Pickering as our Maintenance Men,  
Maria Wolf as our Custodian; Suzy Carlson as our new custodian. 
Kendall, Jordan, Ridge, Beau, and Hays Johnson for taking care of the cemetery.  
Abby Rishel Barnett along with Kier and Ashley Swisher as youth leaders.  
Jennifer Tillman and John Holmquist as our Church Treasurers. 
Ryan Biegert, Cookie Johnson, Renella Sherwood - financial secretaries: 
Snow Removal -Pihl families - Kevin, Kendall, Kelly, Nate G. 
Bethany Home - Debbie Johnson is our representative for auxiliary board. 
Food Bank. Rescue Mission - Harvey & Evelyn Krein, Ron and Judy Wenger 
Ding-A-Lings - Nita Kay Carlson & our dedicated dingers: 
Wellness Totes/Cancer support - Amanda Otto, Sue Pihl. 
TACOL - Susan Hemphill & Debbie Johnson  
Memorial Day - program, avenue of flags, many volunteers put up, take down & fold all 
112 flags. 
Parish Golf Tournament - volunteer organizers of benefits to campers and Camp Tomah 
Shinga. 
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Camp Tomah Shinga - volunteers for many projects - insulate 6 cabins in grove, tile & 
flooring in upper cabins.  
3 Camp Tomah Shinga counselors: Karson Pihl Lauren Dolezal and Aspen Chaney 
Camp Toma Shinga Board of Directors - Clair Oleen, Karla Pihl, Mike Dimitri  
Rex and Mona Tjaden for all that they both do for the Church. 
The Women of Salemsborg calendar groups - the leaders and ladies who provide coffee 
treats and support the fellowship on Sunday mornings. 
And to all the other volunteers, parking lot attendants, ushers, acolytes, lectors, servers, 
and all who contribute to this congregation in so many ways, we thank you.  

 
 

9.  We thank God for Pastor Ben Fulton as the minister of the Word and Sacraments here at 
the Falun/ Salemsborg Lutheran Parish. We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to lead and 
work through him, his wife Janielle, David and Lillie. May God bless and keep them! 
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