REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICE
10:15 A.M. — Holy Eucharist

CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Ramsey - Interim Rector - 757.818.1630
Charles Carballo, Jr. - Sexton
Randy Walston — Organist/Pianist
Stephanie Johnson — Parish Administrator

THE VESTRY
Alex Hunter - Rector’s Warden - 757.548.8017 Angela Spruill — People’s Warden
Valencia Ingram — Secretary | Beverly Powell - Register

Corey Brooks | Paulette Ellis | Melinda Gainer | Angela King| Kenneth Miller | Wanda Watters

Robert Johnson — Treasurer Elbert Smith — Building & Grounds Superintendent

PARISH TRUSTEES
Dr. Robert Johnson | Darryl Mitchell |  Dr. Fred Quarles
Paul R. Riddick, Sr. | Dr. Richard O. Wright
LAY READERS
Jerome Bynum | Roscoe Coles | Maria Herbert | Kenneth Miller
Darryl Mitchell | Michele McCoy | Dale Murray | RuthRose | John Wiley, V
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

ACOLYLES. ..ttt ettt ettt sttt sae st aees Diane Allen
AUt ChOIT ..ottt e e s sae e saes Wanda Watters
Altar GUild......coceeveerviinieniiniieeeeeee e Melissa Hunter & Kitty Hill
Bereavement Committee.........ccccceeveevueenuennnen. Michele McCoy & Angela Spruill
BOY SCOULS....ccviiieetieeieeieeieetese et esteeaeesae e eesreeeesaeenseenaens Robert Johnson
Brotherhood of St. Andrew........coceevevieniiniienininieeieceeeee, Jerome Bynum
Christian Education.........cccccveeeevveeeeinveeennneenn. Donna Coles & LaQuetta Porter
Communications DireCtor.........ccveeveerieerieeeerrierieneeeeeeseeeeeeens Melinda Gainer
Daughters of the King (DOK).......ccccceevervverruennen. Beverly Powell & Angela King
Episcopal Church Women (ECW)........cccoevrieeiiieeieieeiieeneeeieenee. Angela King
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC)........ccceeeveeveeveneennnene Margaret McCourty
Finance CommIittee.........ceeueirrierriiriiieinieeeeeeeeete et Ruth Rose
Floral LiaiSOmn.......ccocuveeieeiieeeeiieeeeeieeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeens Gail Hunt(757.619.1412)
Girl ScoutS.....uuvvieviivveiiieeeeeiiinnns Alisa Greene, Paulette Ellis & Alexis Greene
Lay Minister Coordinator.........c..cceceerveereeneeneenennienseeneeeneeneenne Maria Herbert
Mary’s Corner Book Store.........cocceeveervieniineenieneeneeseeneeeeeeens Beverly Powell
Men of Grace Church..........ccoeeeeeeiieneericeeeeeee e Robert Johnson
Newsletter......coovevverveenrieneeniineerieniens Janet Neeley-Johnson & Paulette Ellis
Outreach MiniSITy......ueecveeeiiieniieiieeieeeie et ee e ve e Alisa Greene
Praise Dancers........cccocvvveeeeeeeeeeciveeeeeeeeeenvveennn LaQuetta Porter & Donna Coles
Union of Black Episcopalians (UBE).......cc.cceceevteverviennienniennnen. Michele McCoy
Ushers & Greeters.......cccocveecveeeveneeesneenne. Daschell Copeland & Chucky Carballo
WEDMASTET ..ottt ettt Valencia Ingram

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Feb 1st, 2026

The Servant Church
Since 1883

The Bev. Dr. Ronald E. Ramsey, Tuterim Recton

Church Office
Tuesday-Friday | 11am-4pm

Fr. Ramsey’s Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday | 10am-4:30pm
(757) 625-2868

www.gracchurchnorfolk.com

gracechurchnorfolk@gmail.com
1400 E. Brambleton Ave. | Norfolk, Virginia 23504


http://www.gracchurchnorfolk.com/
mailto:gracechurchnorfolk@gmail.com

OUR PURPOSE
To bring people to Jesus and membership in His family,
develop them to Christlike maturity & equip them for
their ministry in the Church and life mission in the
world, in order to magnify God’s name.

We extend a warm welcome to guests, friends, visitors
and newcomers joining us for Sunday worship. All

baptized persons are invited to receive Holy Communion.
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Every 2" and 4% Sunday at 10:30am
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Weekly Readings

« Monday, February 02, 2026: Psalm 37:1-
17; Ruth 1:1-18; Philemon 1-25;

« Tuesday, February 03, 2026: Psalm 37:1-
17; Ruth 2:1-16; James 5:1-6;

« Wednesday, February 04, 2026: Psalm 37:1-
17; Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22; Luke 6:17-26;

o Thursday, February 05, 2026: Psalm 112:1-
9; Deuteronomy 4:1-14; 1 John 5:1-5;

« Friday, February 06, 2026: Psalm 112:1-
9: Isaiah 29:1-12; James 3:13-18;

o Saturday, February 07, 2026: Psalm 112:1-
9: Isaiah 29:13-16; Mark 7:1-8

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITEIl 10:15AM

Prelude
Processional Hymn: In Christ There Is No East or West H-427
The Acclamation and Collect for Purity Page 355
Trisagion H-S102
The Collect of the Day Page 164
THE WORD OF GOD
The Lessons
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Gospel Hymn: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy H -470

The Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Ramsey

Nicene Creed Page 358
Prayers of the People (Form III) Page 387
Confession of Sin Page 360
The Peace
THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Offertory

The Doxology

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A Page 361
The Sanctus-Benedictus (L -253) Page 253
The Lord’s Prayer (L -264) Page 364
Fraction Anthem (L -268) Page 364
Communion Hymns: LEVAS #’s 232, 152

Post Communion Prayer Page 365
The Blessing Page 366
Recessional Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory H-59%4
Postlude


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%201:1-18;%20Philemon%201-25;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%201:1-18;%20Philemon%201-25;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%202:1-16;%20James%205:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%202:1-16;%20James%205:1-6;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%203:1-13;%204:13-22;%20Luke%206:17-26;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2037:1-17;%20Ruth%203:1-13;%204:13-22;%20Luke%206:17-26;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Deuteronomy%204:1-14;%201%20John%205:1-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Deuteronomy%204:1-14;%201%20John%205:1-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Isaiah%2029:1-12;%20James%203:13-18;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Isaiah%2029:1-12;%20James%203:13-18;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Isaiah%2029:13-16;%20Mark%207:1-8;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20112:1-9;%20Isaiah%2029:13-16;%20Mark%207:1-8;

Cecelia Anderson died on January 22", Her
funeral took place on

Friday, January 30', here at Grace Church.
Scarlet M. Parson died on January 30',
There is no information at this time about services.

May the souls of the faithtul departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Annual Parish Meeting

TODAY
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place today, Feb 1st.
Parishioner attendance is kindly requested.
Why attend?
Attending this meeting shows concern about what’s going on at

Grace. You should be interested in the leadership, your fellow
church members, building & grounds...as well as making sure
everything aligns with your faith and values. Also, on this day,
we will elect three new vestry members.
We look forward to seeing you there.

There will be a Zoom vestry meeting this

Wednesday, February 4%, at 5:30pm.

Volunteers Needed
Winter Shelter at St. Andrews Episcopal Church
St. Andrews (1009 W. Princess Anne Rd., Norfolk)
is seeking volunteers to assist with Winter Shelter, where they
will be housing members of Norfolk’s homeless community
from February 1-7. If you—or someone you know—would like
to volunteer in any capacity, please use the QR code to sign up.

"y
For questions or additional information, please call or text
Alisa Greene with your name at 757-651-4862.

The JSR UBE has chosen to have a Food Drive in lieu of the
annual Absalom Jones Program. Each church will be asked to
collect canned goods and non-perishables in the name of Absalom
Jones. There will be a collection box in the narthex and one in the
parish hall for the months of January and February. Monetary
donations are also accepted. All donations will be presented
to the local Foodbank in the name of Absalom Jones.

A Wonderful Opportunity for Service!

Are you a lady with a warm smile and a heart for service? We
invite you to become the vital “first face” of Grace Church by
joining the Ushers & Greeters. This essential ministry is
dedicated to ensuring that every guest and member feels
genuinely welcomed, loved and at ease from the moment they
walk through our doors. If this sounds like you, please see
Daschell Copeland or Chucky Carballo.

If you’d like to place flowers on the altar with a memorial
tribute, please contact Gail Hunt at 757.619.1412.

If you or your organization has a planned meeting in the
church (outside of church hours), please notify your
friendly church sexton so that he can unlock the building
for you and secure it afterwards. Please and thank you.

For Your Information
Church Office Hours: Tuesday — Friday | 11am — 4pm
Fr. Ramsey’s Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday | 10am — 4:30pm

Parish Administrator’s Office Hours: Tuesday — Friday | 11am —4pm




Sermon Notes

Title/Topic/Gospel

“Oh my God, listen to me and hear
my request ... We do not ask
because we deserve help, but
because you are so merciful.”

DANIEL 9:18

PRAYERS FOR WELLNESS AND COMFORT

Barbara Bell........cooveeeviiiiceeceeeee, 927 Kenton Ave, Norfolk 23504
Dorothy Burnette.......c..ccceevrenene.. 421 Clemson Ave, Chesapeake 23324
Mercedes Coveney..........ccevvrvennenns 536 Sandy Lake Ct, Va Beach 23454
Barbara Massey................ 2717 Blueberry Bank, Chesapeake, VA 23325
ROS NEal ..ot Harmony at Independence
2077 S. Independence Blvd, Va Beach 23453
Doris Parrish.......cccceeevevveccevcnn, 19401 SW 113t Ct, Miami, FL 33157

Robena Vaughan....... Harbor's Edge 1 Colley Ave-AL #302, Norf 23510
Joe Williams... .....ccoo 2113 Burnside Pl, Chesapeake, 23325



GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

WHEN JESUS SAW THE CROWDS, he went up the moun-
tain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then
he began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the king-dom of heaven. Blessed are you when
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible,
copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. Collects and Psalter translation are
from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Printed in the US.A.
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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, February 1, 2026

Revised Common Lectionary
COLLECT
Traditional
ALMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, who dost govern
all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully hear the supplica-
tions of thy people, and in our time grant us thy peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemporary
ALMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD, you govern
all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

HEAR WHAT THE LORD says: Rise, plead your case be-
fore the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear,
you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you
enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a
controversy with his people, and he will contend with
Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? In what
have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up
from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house
of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and
what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know
the saving acts of the LORD.” “With what shall I come before
the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?



Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves
a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the
sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Refrain

The righteous shall abide upon God’s holy hill.

Psalm 15 from The Book of Common Prayer

1 Lorp, who may dwell 4 In his sight the wicked

in your tabernacle? *
who may abide upon
your holy hill?

Whoever leads a blame-
less life and does what
is right, * who speaks
the truth from his
heart.

There is no guile upon
his tongue; he does no
evil to his friend; * he
does not heap contempt
upon his neighbor.

is rejected, * but he
honors those who fear
the LORD.

He has sworn to do no
wrong * and does not
take back his word.

He does not give his
money in hope of gain, *
nor does he take a bribe
against the innocent.

Whoever does these
things * shall never be
overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

THE MESSAGE ABOUT THE CROSS is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the pow-
er of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wis-
dom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through
the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who be-
lieve. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider
your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were
of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the
world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord”
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