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It's Time for a Change — Changing Our World 2 g s A A TR HE R

In this series on “change” we have noted that Jesus came announcing a “new” way of knowing and
experiencing God.
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We agreed that God is in the “change business” as He transforms us into His glorious image.

BATAE B R /Wy E7F" > HAWHE R TS i & -

We saw how, as God changes our attitudes and heart, He is also changing the church, for we are the church!
BATEF] » 4 ARSI LE » M S B a—— R A T2 |

Today, we must take the next step as we agree that as God changes me and changes my church for the
good and His glory, He can use me and my church to change the world.
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In 2006 artist and musician John Mayer released the Grammy-winning song, “Waiting on the World to
Change.” It expressed the angst of a younger generation who felt powerless to change a world for good. The
lyrics, in part, go like this:

2006 4 » Z AR R AL -H/R (John Mayer) %&AT 73RS8RN “Waiting on the World to
Change” (FHRFIHFALNLT) - XEHRA TFER—NWEES TR - T it Fae - HInEE C e
73 e AR P AR

Me and all my friends FRAIFRAVBA AT
We're all misunderstood Rl L
They say we stand for nothing and M TR T=E T
There's no way we ever could AR

Now we see everything that's going wrong

With the world and those who lead it W5l S?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%
We just feel like we don't have the means AR SHPLERCE B AL
To rise above and beat it A TAEEE ST
. ToE LB
So we keep on waiting,
Waiting on the world to change BT DAFRA T4k 55 4%
LRI

Positive change is not spontaneous. It requires hard work, intention, sacrifice, and commitment. But | am
convinced that God has called us, His children, to be “change agents” in a world drenched in sin, injustice,
and suffering.
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In that greatest of sermons, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declares that we, his disciples, are “the salt of
the earth” and “the light of the world.” (Mt.5:13-14).

Al AR HE—E UE YT - BRERE AT (AYTJ4E) 2 ERYE AT ERyE” (K 5:113-14) -
Like salt and light, we are catalysts for change as we are empowered by His Holy Spirit, filled with His
presence, and walk in obedience to His will.
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We have a great role model in this in the person of Joseph, the husband of Jesus’ mother, Mary.
TEXTTIH » AFARERRER S ANIAY LR AR S b Bl HRE] T 4 ERIRSAE -

I'm sure you would agree with me that, because of his faithful actions, his world, our world, the world, was
changed for good and for God!
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Bt
What was it about Joseph that made him such an effective “change agent”? He can be a role model for us.
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Note that Joseph was... &TE » YBEXHE—PA
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1. Good character SHi&IHIEAYA
“Because Joseph, her husband, was faithful to the law...” (19); “was a righteous man.” (NLT, et.al.)
WSRO (R 1019 » HRB A SCRIREA ) -
Joseph was mindful of the Law of God and the laws of His religion. Not wanting to cause Mary
unnecessary shame, he was willing to follow the custom of His religion and “divorce her quietly”.
L EE PR EANE RIS - W SHIEZ A NENES - fEEMEECIG - Gk T
o
The concept of pious righteousness might ring as cold and legalistic. But the word as it is used in the
NT carries a more expansive perspective. It means to “be [made] right” with God. That is, to be “at
peace” with God through the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ.
R SCGERER  BOFIT R REZINR B B A £ X BAERZF - BHE EINT - FERYE R LA
AR N F » Bie S ERg i ——E 5 A R A B Y B L S I A A4
The Greek word literally means to “be innocent, above reproach, or holy”. “The faith thus exercised
brings the soul into vital union with God in Christ, and inevitably produces righteousness of life, that is,
conformity to the will of God."
AREFSINFE S R ToE ~ TAFETT ~ B « "W SERAVE O fE SRR A B B S v A= ap
& REE AT HVR T BRI 5 & -7

In today's world, money and power often overshadow character.

LS SERENTE E LS -

We have come to believe that “might is right”. But God’s Word teaches us otherwise. Good character
counts. Only good character can change our world for good!
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Where would we be today if Joseph had not been a man of “good character”?

HLEAE IR A > S HIATDCR A TR0 2

2. Compassionate HI$IHAIA
We have noted that Joseph was one who took the “law” seriously. He did his best to keep it to the
letter. Yet, he was not legalistic.
BATEEFNLIRE RN EE" - Mg T8 FEAINFEME - HFFIFEREAE N -
He well knew that the “letter of the law” allowed - even expected - him to divorce Mary, publicly
disgracing her.
M EEASSC R - EEIF R RSN - S22 AR o
But he sought another, more compassionate alternative, thus sparing her from public scorn which
would have scarred her for life.
{Bf s 7 —SREEAICNAYEES - (E4th %0 T2 e DA R A ANSENRY A AR ERER -
The Apostle Paul, who at one time was a fervent legalist, and who famously denounced legalism when
he was confronted with God’s grace and mercy in Jesus, also pointed out to his protégeé, Timothy, that
“the law is good” (1 Tim.1:8), but we must note his condition:
(EREORD o BATPAVEE T G - AR H ok B8 Ty BB SIS - (EAFFETTENEAE N - fi[EFE
[ LAY ITEFREE ARG HY © “BOAEH I (BT 1:8) » ([HAUEEHAIHE
“the law is good if one uses it properly. We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for
lawbreakers and rebels” (1:8-9).
HEANSHEE - AR - WARERENZEN XTI - TENAEMRGSRY" (1:8-9) -
The law has its place, but I'm convinced that it is grace and compassion that will bring about real and
good change in our world!
EEEATINE - (HIRE » A RS RE Iy Firr R E L MR |

3. Reflective &5 EA
“But after he had considered this” (20). The word “considered” literally means that he “pondered;
thought on; meditated over” his alternatives before deciding on a plan of action. Joseph demonstrated
remarkable self-restraint.
IEFEX RN E" (K 1:20) - “BE—FEENERE - Nl - KERE SRS #ETs07
& o NBEIL T HRRINE ST -
The law was on his side, and let's face it, he had all the power in the relationship, yet he chose a better
way.
BINERUREMH—1 » MAEXEE R AT AR T F oA (B TR IT04 -
The Apostle Paul would later teach us that “self-control” is a “fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:23), the evidence
of God in us and a mark of the mature Believer.
Jak o EERDPASHA]  THE ERAER T (I15:23) - EER 1A da FEVIEE - EREETE
HIFRE -
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Joseph simply did not do what was expected. He counted the cost and went against majority culture for
the sake of righteousness, goodness, and compassion.
2 R AR - MATERN > T AN~ BESISN - ZORmAT -

In his final year on earth, what we call the “year of popularity”, Jesus was hounded by great crowds who
claimed they wanted to be his disciples.

ISR AE R e —4F ~ PR NSy —" > g | 7 A ARSI 2 - FEPRE RO AT I4E -

But Jesus warned them to “count the cost” before they “signed on” with Him.

EHRSRE S AT - R E R B 55 05 TH A

He cautioned them that, if they got serious about following Him, they would find themselves going “against
the current” of popular culture, religion, legalism, and the expectations of society.

MR - AR EAEERREM > I R E CIERORINT » WHERTTUE ~ FBP - AT K
ARV -

If they failed to prepare in heart and mind, they might otherwise abandon Him when following Him required
a price (Luke 14:25-33). This is exactly what happened at the cross!

MECEREAE S - HERBAMIS R AT - MAIE T REF A% (% 14:25-33) - XIERTFHEX
AHIHEA: |

History has shown us that “world changers” have considered the cost yet are willing to pay the price for
good change.

s RHA] B SE EREEE BT AN AEREFIISCE N AR A -

Consider the civil rights activists of the past generation, or those who are willing to risk even their lives
today to take a stand against toxic populism, fascism, and evil in all its forms.

BELCRIENRNEHE 5 KRHEEAEMGER > NIRRT ~ FAEET £ X SEFARAA -

4. Connected EiFE FAHEIYA
“an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David....” (20).
“ERYERAELBEF T REMEI 0 W TRER TR (207TT) e
Why address Joseph in this more formal title? It benefits us, who we are reading the story much later,
as it confirms that Jesus was of the royal line of David and was the rightful heir to the throne, both
through His earthly father and his biological mother.
SR IERARIPLER 2 Bl TR S fE iR KA s - RO EIESE T HREREY S ¢+ it it Ay
SCRMIRBWIREE - RKE TR I EEMAK - BEAREEMRRA -
But | think something more is going on here. The Angel was reminding and reassuring the confounded
Joseph of who he was: though he may have only been a lowly carpenter living in a small town to
everyone else, He was a descendant of the royal family!
BHEINXEAFERNE N - REFEREITLZIRROLE - tEENS G - REET ARGt T
FAE/NE ERV BRI - SN2 R = E T |
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We as Believers in Christ also need to be reminded of who we are from time to time, especially when we
are tested in our faith and walk. Paul declared:

BATX R EEETFENERES CE 0 - TEAEMS AUk - REEE ¢

“you are [God's] sons and daughters...so you are no longer a slave, but God's child; and since you are his
child, God has made you also an heir”’ (Gal.4:6,7).

“NRIROTZE [HEY] JL2C . AT ARANFRER - LT - BRE L2 BiEEE ity famd 177 (i
4:6-7) -

John tells us that, by virtue of our faith in Jesus and his work of salvation in us, we have “the right to
become children of God”, for we are “born of God” (John 1:12-13).

2R - REE X HBERAY(E o SRR 1A o R AR 2 T > FA 1A “BURTEHRY L » BRI T2 Mt
£y (29 1:12-13) -

With this truth as his basis Peter then declares of God's children:

AT LAL O AR A e ) L2 E &

“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession.” (1Peter 2:9)

TR — R - BEENEE - BEHENEE - EEHTR" ($h72:9) -

Since we are connected to the King of the Universe we have a high calling: “that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1Peter 2:9).
BEABA ST HAVE TAHE - BA B eSS © “EEIRTE A E IR T RS A ST e IHE =
& (#E72:9) -

Let’s turn on the light of goodness, love, grace, compassion, righteousness, and kindness in our darkened
world!

IEEA T BRI fe RS B Bl - 191K - AXSEE 0

5. Courageous HESHIA
As he did to Mary, the angel exhorted Joseph: “do not be afraid” (20) What could Joseph be afraid of?
TEADEHNLATS - RETINFHLE - MR (20) -« 9BFTEFAFLIE ?
I'm sure he's wondering if Mary is of a trustworthy character. He is afraid to receive a child not his own,
as his own.
fttE A B E I HNR & n{EMR R T - fEREN— N2 E CRENZ T iacH -
He knows the wagging tongues of a small community that will make it difficult for him and Mary to
enjoy any normal family life.
AR IME X R S 2E BV UL > RHE AT IS AL A2 IR R E LTS -
People will consider that taking Mary as his wife would be a tacit admission that the child is his, or that
he is a pushover and easily manipulated by Mary, or that he's not so righteous a man, since the Law of
God required him to dissolve the marriage because of infidelity.
MNIZNHZEFGRN A FEFETEAZ MY - B2 IRI S 2 HNIIE - ]G IERTEE R ET X
A B B RSOR A A S AEER ISR -
| wonder if he is afraid that such attitudes towards him will negatively impact whether people will hire
him as a carpenter? Will he have to leave his established business and start again elsewhere?
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Nelson Mandela, who had every reason to fear, shared this thought regarding his time in a South
African prison:
A T A F AR IERT S RN R SEEAL » 7 AT AR PR SR FER
“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he
who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.”
‘BANEEIBESIIRLARME - MEERYE - BEIEEEARIE - MEERZREZA -7
We can be sure that Joseph had many fears, yet he was courageous. Consider the courage it takes to
raise a child, much less a child who was not his own, and who his mother claimed was the Son of God!
FM AT LB E LA R ERYEVE - (B BE - RS — M FREAEES - (MEIFECRE
HI¥% T E2EZ T REREME R BT |
It is courageous people, people free of pride and the fear of man, who bring about real change for good
in the world!
IERXEEEZ A - R H S A REMA - ik 7 EESEF T |

6. Co-operative. 5 &{EfFEHAY A
“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him...” (24).
IR o BRI ERYEER AT (24 779)
Joseph is the embodiment of the teachings of the Apostle James, who claims that good deeds are the
“life breath” of faith: “just as the body is dead without breath so also faith is dead without good works.”
(2:26)
LEET TS INAS - R EMIT AEE LI AEdaE" | TS REH ZSEEN - BEL0EH
TTHHZESERY" (2:26) -
He asks: “what good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don't show it by your
actions? Suppose you see a brother a sister has no food or clothing and you say “goodbye, have a
good day, stay warm and eat well’, but then when you don't give that person food or clothing what
good does that do?” (2:14-17NLT).
fmin] « “BeRVSE LA RA] - BEAEANRECHE L AEETTH - Bt AmIE ? XE ORERG ? 42
BRI RIEARIREE - ) D H RV E 5 AR T EIA AT © P22t A | EIRTES
W o I HIRA M TS AR » A2 2AE 27 (i 2:14-17)

The Apostle Paul and his colleagues claimed to be “coworkers” of God and considered all believers as
“co-workers in God's service” (2Cor.6:1; 1Cor.3:9).

(ERERD R EFE TEPEM EL" - A EEN EMHEL ERETAAN" (ME 6:1 5 #E73:9) -
On God's behalf we are to be agents for good in a bad world. When we work with God, and when we work
for God, real and lasting change for good will take place in our world today!

MRS FATEAEE LR fETZ2a9EE o JIROTSHE T ~ TR » X RESSR AL
PSR |

In Luke chapter 12 we read a parable from Jesus about “servants waiting for their master to return from a
wedding banquet.”
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The servants do not know when the master may return and so they are warned to be “dressed ready for
service and with your lamps burning.”

ARAAFIZE T AT [ - PRI A 5 B R Bty - AT -

For far too long | interpreted this parable through the lens of what | now call “escapist theology”. | thought that
Jesus was calling us to get ready for Him to “snatch” us out of this old, troubled world.

TRE—EEf R H - TR IR e U R i X EE o R B SRIF A oA T T T - SR
X R IH R A HE RS -

One day Jesus is going to do that! But now | see that Jesus is also challenging us to be busy about the work
of the Lord until he comes back.

FEREBEREASLEAILETT | ESHEHE - ARSI  FEHERZ AT > DR AR IAE -

Are you “waiting for the world to change”? Have you given up that it ever will? Remember the encouraging
words of Paul:

MBS FAF RN ? ER2CANFREIAE ? EICERS A -

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline.” (2Tim1:7).

‘NG ZE TA T A ZRRIER G - 2N ~ (2% ~ BHREYL” (585 1:7) -

We can be world changers!
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