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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Rev. Tammy P. Harmer
Deacon Betsey Eley & Deacon Ken Weaver
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY ¢ FEBRUARY 1,2026

Reverent Reflection

Prelude

Welcome

Church Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P.

C

P.

C

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4- one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us.
Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives us all
our sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 4 Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Blest Are They (#728)

Apostolic Greeting
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
Kyrie p. 147
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
C. Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

N o N

Canticle p.149

P. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

C. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray:
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us

such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

'Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.

2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case
against his people, and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me!

“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and | sent before you
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

>0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and
what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord”

6“With what shall | come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come before him with
burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love
kindness to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15
Response: “Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill? ”

'Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?

2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart; R
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a
neighbor.



“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. They have sworn
upon their health and do not take back their word.

>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. Those who do
these things shall never be overthrown. R

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

'® The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. " For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning | will thwart.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 2" For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. % For Jews
ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2* but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, 2 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. # For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God'’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2 God chose what is low and despised in
the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 2° so that no one might boast in the presence of
God.

3%1n contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, 3! in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p. 151
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

""“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

°“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
'“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. '* Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Children’s Sermon
Anthem
Sacrament of Holy Baptism for Avery James Marrone (See Baptismal Booklet)

Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the
well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love kindness, live
humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries
(faith-based organizations may be named).

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of old growth
forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human rights.
Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious activists who are
reviled for speaking truth.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite
separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way
(especially).

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents, grandparents,
mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for peace throughout the world: in our nation, Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, and all war-torn areas.
We pray for our military and their families.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.
God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to
God'’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Offering



Great Thanksgiving p. 152

P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface p.153

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. p. 153

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Communion p. 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Communion Hymns: Beautiful Savior (#838)
| Love To Tell The Story (#661)
Let Us Break Bread Together (#471)

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

Sending Hymn: Rise Up, O Saints Of God (#669)
Dismissal

Postlude

ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1°7
Dedicated in honor of Avery James Marrone from her loving family.




Sunday

Wednesday
Thursday

Ongoing

Tuesday, February 3rd
Monday, February 9th
Wednesday, February 11th
Saturday, February 14th
Wednesday, February 18th
Wednesday, February 18th
Wednesday February 25th

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

9:30am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11:15am
11:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
2:00 pm
11:30 am

Noon
7:00 pm
6:00 pm

Sunday Morning Worship Service
Band Rehearsal

Sunday School/CIA

Youth Chime/Vocal Choir

Bell Choir (every other Sunday)
Band Rehearsal

Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Shelf Stable Milk Collection
Diaper Collection for Pantry, Holy Communion, Berlin

Bible Study in the Parish House

Council Meeting in the Parish House
Valentine’s Tea in the Parish House Tea Room
Community Luncheon in the Ed. Building
Ash Wednesday — Imposition of Ashes

Ash Wednesday Worship Service

Lenten Soup Supper in the Ed. Building

Please note: All activities, dates and times are subject to change.

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers for healing
Jen Bailey Tracey Drew Tracey Kelly Bill Murray Eric Sprengel
Krystal Booras Indie Fisher Carl Knopp Renate Murray Bill Steel
Michael Botti Rhea Fryor Eunice Knopp Erica Polito Bill Todt
Brian Byrnes Bob Garner Donna Leek Samantha Reed George Vaneman, Sr.
Randy Cantoral Angela Guedes Tim McCarthy Kimberly Rickert George Van Wagner
Janet Cappuccio Stan Harmer Joanne McVelli Ashley Rosser Beverly Warming
Sandra DeRitis Michelle Walk Hewitt  Larry Mirabile Dorcas Schellhas Mary White
Helen Dominic Valerie Hoffmann Melanie Miles Finn Schureman Helen Yezusko
Frank Donovan Makenzie Jack Kent Montford Gladys Sheppard Bob Zielsdorf
Marie Lentine Douglas  Ed Kagen Sue Murphy Frank Siderio llI

Please notify the office if you want to add or remove a person from this list.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

Altar Flowers are available for dedication for $30. Please fill out the envelope located in the pew rack at least one week
before you wish to dedicate the flowers. The card may be placed in the offering plate or left in the office. Please be
sure to note the date on the white board in the Narthex. Please see Pat Reed to make payment.

WORSHIP BULLETIN DEDICATION

The cost ($23) of the Weekly Worship Bulletin to fully cover the cost of paper and printing is donated by
Henry and Marie Fickenscher in memory of their loved ones.

This Worship Bulletin is printed on paper that is made with renewable resources
from third-party certified, sustainably managed forests.

Please place any Worship Bulletins to be discarded in the recycle bin in the narthex.

SAVE TIME.. . no need for checks or envelopes

ELCA-Endorsed Tithe.ly giving platform enables you to tithe online or using the app.

« From your checking account or using your debit/credit card

« One-time donation or set up for recurring giving

- Designate specific ministry for your donation

« Scan the QR code to get started

« For assistance or questions, contact Tom Schofield or Henry Fickenscher




Tuesday, February 3"
7:00 pm
in the Parish House

Monday, February 9t
7:00 pm in the Parish House

A . ® . Special Valentine Gea ac ’
(@4 b < =i~ St Jobn's Lutberan Cburch
¥, VSl -) Wednesday, February 11 ac 2:00 pm
& = . inthe Parisb Nouse Gea Room
N All Are Welcome! )
KTHE Saturday, February 14" at 11:30 am in the Ed. Building. A
COMMUNITY
LUNCHEON ALL ARE WELCOME! /

Imposition of Ashes: Noon
Ash Wednesday Worship Service: 7:00 pm

Wednesd ay FEBRUARY 25t

\ on MARCH 4th « 11t ¢ 18th o 25t
O eﬂgow: 6:00 pm in the Ed. Building

Bring your favorite soup, side or dessert
L Wm to share and participate in the Lenten Study.)

J




Blest Are They

Leader or All
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1 Blest are they, the  poor in spir - it; theirs is  the
2 Blest are they, the low - ly ones;. . . they shall in -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the earth. Blest are they who
shall be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of  sor - row; they shall be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . ... shall see  God.
suf - fer in  faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for all to see.
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Bless - ed are you, ho - ly are you!
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Re - joice and  be glad!
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Yours is  the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957
Music: David Haas

Text and music € 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.

BLEST ARE THEY
Irregular




Beautiful Savior 838
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - i - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly Id love thee, tru - ly DId serve  thee,
Je - sus s fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my Joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Mtinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 SCHONSTER HERR JESU
Music: Silesian folk tune, 19th cent. 557558



I Love to Tell the Story
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1 I love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - r1y: how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I tell  1it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing  to hear it like the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - 1y, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto-ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
'l sing the old, old sto-ry that I have loved so long.
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 HANKEY

Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

76 76 D and refrain



Refrain
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Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing

S,

Text: African American spiritual

Music: African American spiritual
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BREAK BREAD TOGETHER
10 10 and refrain



Rise Up, O Saints of God!

669

as

re - dress sin’s cru - el

and, quick-ened by

Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with
heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the
con - se-quence; give
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with
the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com -mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has  trod;
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no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro - claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.
up, O saints of God!
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: William H. Walter, 18251893

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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