Can You Hear Me Now?
Recap:
So far, we have talked about the mouth and how we are to use our mouths to speak good things and even declare things that are not as though they were.  We also talked about our eyes and how God intended for us to experience pleasure with our eyes but according to His design.  Then we talked about taking our thoughts captive and that you may not be able to stop those thoughts from coming but you can prevent them from staying in your head and defining who you are.  Then we talked about our nose and that through our spiritual nose we can determine whether our lives are a pleasing aroma to God.
Today we want to look at our ears.  
Ears are made for hearing words that are spoken.  It is the opposite of speaking. If you are speaking, then you are not listening.  
The more you hear a person’s voice the easier it is to recognize who they are.  Which leads us to our story today. 
(personal story, God speaking in daily routines)
John 10:22-28
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.
The Jewish leaders were wanting Jesus to prove His statement that He was the Christ.  In other words, prove that He was the Shepherd that Israel had been waiting for.  
Jesus did not need to prove anything to the Jews who were questioning Him. The truth is that they did not know Him and that they were not a part of the same sheep fold. 
Jesus implies that He knows his sheep and that His sheep know Him.  That is a natural but incredible thing that takes place between the two. 
The Shepherd could distinguish one of His sheep from another flock.  Not only that but a loving Shepherd could distinguish one of His sheep from the rest of His flock.  In fact, it was common for shepherds in the east to give their sheep names.  
The shepherd would spend so much time with the sheep that he could recognize each one, some could even do this blindfolded. 
One shepherd in the Lebanon was asked if he always counted his sheep each evening. He replied that he did not, and then was asked how then he knew if all his sheep were present. This was his reply: “if you were to put a cloth over my eyes and bring me any sheep and only let me put hands on its face, I could tell in a moment if it was mine or not.”
Besides recognizing each individual sheep, the shepherd was always on the lookout for sheep that need personal attention. Sometimes a lamb suffers from too much sun, or its body may have been badly scratched by some thorn bush.  
Besides these perils, sheep are easy targets for flies, lice and ticks. A sheep that is not covered with oil on his head could easily become the victim these pests.  
Bugs would crawl through the ear canal of the un-oiled sheep and nest in its brain, eating away at it. The pain from the bugs would be so severe on the sheep that the sheep would bang his skull on rocks and against trees to ease his suffering. The sheep could break his own skull seeking relief from the brain-eating parasites. 
In all cases the shepherd would use olive oil, which he carried in a ram’s horn, to cure the distressed sheep.
The shepherd is deeply interested in every single sheep. 
The same could be said about Jesus.  
He knows everything about us.  He knows our failures, He knows our victories, He knows our secrets, He knows your hurt and pain, He even knows how many hairs are on your head.  There is nothing that is hidden from Him.  He covers us with His blood. 
He is the good shepherd and He is deeply interested in every one of His sheep.  
Not only does the Shepherd know the sheep, but the sheep know Him. They know what His voice sounds like and what it does not sound like and they will not follow the voice of stranger. 
What about you?  Do you know how to recognize the voice of Jesus, our good shepherd?  
Do you know His voice?  Do you know what He would say and what He would not say?  Have you trained your ears to recognize His voice? 
The goal of today’s sermon is to give you some practical ways you can distinguish the voice of Jesus vs the voice of others. 
God is always speaking to you.   A.W. Tozer said, “It’s the nature of God to speak.” He wants to have fellowship with you, and He wants you to hear Him—all the time.
Learning to recognize the voice of God is critical, not only for our own peace of mind but also for developing a personal relationship with Him and for living a life pleasing to Him.
One of the most important ways we can determine whether a voice is of God or not is to ask the question;
1. Does it agree with the Bible?
Every thought, or situation that we face we can find either example or instruction in the bible of how to deal with it. 
2 Timothy 3:16                                                                                                      16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
As Christians we believe the entirety of the Bible and accept it as the Word of God. The word of God is sufficient to make you complete and equip you for every good work.  The bible has all the answers to life’s difficult questions.  
It is our instruction manual for living a godly life.  We all have been given the same choice to either read it, apply it, and reap the benefits of it or we could deny it and suffer the consequences. 
So, before you just accept some saying, some idea, that you hear as truth, examine what is being said to see if it lines up with the Bible. 
a. Did Jesus talk about it? 
b. Is there an example in the bible in either the old testament or new testament?
If someone has said something about you personally then you must go back to the bible to see if it is so.  
c. Does God really say that about you? 
d. Is that how God thinks about you?  
If it does not line up with the Bible, then you must cancel those words that you heard.  Those are not words from a loving shepherd but are from a ravenous wolf.  But if it does align with the word of God then you must conform to it. 
God will never tell you to do, think or say anything contrary to His Word. If you have a thought and you don’t know if it’s God or not—you can look it up in the Bible and settle it right away.
Of course, to know whether it is in the Bible, you must read the bible for yourself.  The more you read it, the more you will recognize His voice in your life.
2. Does it make me more like Christ?
Ultimately the goal of every believer is to hear those words at the end of our lives “well done my good and faithful servant.”  We want to live lives that are pleasing to Him.  The way we do that is to 
Romans 12:2
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Transform- to change into another form, to transfigure
We are not to be conformed to the ideologies of this world, but we are to be changing into another form, that is the image of Christ Jesus Our Lord.  Just as He was transfigured from an earthly body to a heavenly one, we are in the process of being transformed and one day we will be transfigured meaning we will go from an earthly body to a heavenly one.  
We are in the process of becoming more like Christ.  Therefore, we ought to be careful what we listen to.  Is what we are listening to making us more or less like Christ?
What about the music you are listening to?  Are you listening to music in which the artists blaspheme the name of the Lord?  Is what you listening to beneficial to your spiritual growth or is it a hinderance?  
Whether you realize it or not, if that artist is feeling anger in his heart when he writes that song, then anger will come out when it is listened to.  So now you have allowed someone else’s anger inside of your ears and into your heart. 
Is what your listening to, whether it is music, instruction or other, helping you to become more like Christ or is it not? What are you allowing through your ears?
3. Do I sense God’s peace about it?
1 Corinthians 2:10-11
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If we want to recognize the voice of God speaking into our lives, we must learn to trust the voice of the Holy Spirit who is alive and living on the inside of every believer.  
God doesn’t communicate with us the way we communicate with one another. He communicates from His Spirit to your spirit.  Often we are looking for the big revelation when He mostly gives us simple instructions. He will begin to deal with you right where you are. 
It is the job of the Holy Spirit to convict us of sin, to give us peace and/or unrest about a certain situation.  As a believer, if you don’t have peace about moving forward with a certain decision or you don’t have peace about believing something that you were told it is a good chance it is the voice of the Holy Spirit trying to warn you.  
If you are waiting for direction for your life and you have an uneasy feeling about moving forward, then it might be the Holy Spirit wanting you to wait just a little longer. 
Psalms 37:23                                                                                                The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his way;
Just to recap a bit, 
The Lord has given us ears to listen, so that our brains can process those words and turn them into thoughts.  
The words of our shepherd are soothing and intended for our good.  They are like olive oil that the shepherd uses to keeps bugs from creeping into the ears. The word of God will keep you from being annoyed from pesky thoughts.  
To recognize His voice, we must get into His word, the Bible, so that we will know what His thoughts are toward us and what are His expectations. 
We need to guard our ears to ensure what we listen to is conforming us to the image of Christ, bringing us closer to Him and not further away. 
We need to learn to listen to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit, who instructs our lives for living Godly and gives us peace when we are in the will of God. 
If you want to get to a place where you don’t have to wonder whose voice you’re hearing—yours, the devil’s or God’s—you need to spend time with the Lord. A lot of time. But, if you keep your mind and your heart full of the things of this world, it will be difficult for you to differentiate between the Spirit of God and your own thoughts.
