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AGENDA - Annual General Meeting 
February 8,  2026 – 11:30 am in the Church Hall 

1.   Call to Order 
2.   Establishment of Quorum 
3.   Opening Prayer
4.   Review of the Behavioral Covenant
5.   Approval of the AGM Agenda 
            Motion: The Congregation accepts the Agenda as presented.
6.   Approval of the Bulletin of Reports

7.   The 2026 Budget
       

8.   Election of New Council Members

 

9.   Authorization of 2025 AGM Minutes
      

10. Closing Prayer
11. Motion to Adjourn 

The congregation may elect up to 3 new members of church council. 
The term length of the position is 2 years with the opportunity to
renew for no more then 3 consecutive terms. 
-Presentation of Council Nominees
-Call for Nominations from the floor
-Vote

Motion: That the Congregation approve the 2025 reports as
presented.

Motion: That the Congregation approve the 2026 Budget as
presented.

Motion: The Congregation authorizes Congregational Council to
approve the minutes from the 2025 Annual General Meeting.
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Bill O.
Co-Chair

Archie W.Isobel C. Nyajuok K.

Trudy H.
Treasurer

Nadine S.
Secretary

Rev. Lindsey
Pastor

Our Staff

Office Admin
Our 2025 Council 

Catherine
Minister of Music

Richel 
Office Administrator

Paddy C.
Co-Chair

Isobel 
Custodian

Trevor 
Custodian

Laverne R. 
Financial Secretary
(serving off council)

Oksana 
Pianist 

Our Ministers
Every member and friend of Church of the Cross who takes part in the

ministry and  mission that we are called to share.
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Dear Beloved of God,  
Change is a word we often don’t like to embrace when it 
comes to our lives or our faith. Change, as we know from 
our personal experience, can be difficult. There is, after all,
 a level of comfort in what we have become accustomed to 
experiencing as God’s people at Church of the Cross. We all have our preferred place
to sit, or perhaps even a favorite hymn that help us to feel at home within this
congregation. 

But those things aren’t what makes Church of the Cross the wonderful community of
faith it has blossomed into over its 65 years. It’s the body of Christ that has come to
be welcomed and be fed here week after week. It’s the intergenerational relationships
of care and support that have been fostered through our shared ministry. It’s the
grace and love of God we have all come to know as we have gathered as a
community. These are the things that will always remain central as they are at the
core of our DNA as a family of faith. 

Yet we know that our world is ever changing and evolving around us. Churches
across denominational lines have begun to signal that change has meant attempting
to do more with less. It has meant that congregations like ours need to be nimble and
open to new possibilities in their ministries more than ever. 

Within our own context, we have realized the need to supplement our income through
the use of our building’s rental capacity. With the aid and guidance of our Synod and
Council we were able to engage with Katja Brittain, a seasoned consultant
specializing in church management, mission realignment, and sustainability this fall.
She shared that while our building is a place of gathering for worship and care for our
community - it can be so much more. We can leverage our building’s use, partnering
with like-minded organizations and people to continue to carry out the mission we
share. 

Specifically for us, this will mean a concerted effort in 
2026 to take on new rental opportunities within our 
building. This will come to change the use of our space 
at times – but will allow us to be better stewards of our 
buildings needs and ministry. I am thankful for all those 
who have come forward to envision these possibilities 
for our congregation: Church Council, Administration 
committee, ELCOC members and  friends, and our staff. 

Pastor’s Report
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This is an important endeavor as we know 2026 will pose some concerns and
questions as far as how our budgetary needs are met. I believe with the strong
community we are continuing to build, alongside our focus on seeking additional 
rental funds we will find a path forward in hope and trust of what God has placed
before us – the gift of a ministry of diversity, love, and service within a Christ-
centred, compassionate community. 

Even in the midst of these trying and uncertain times we know there is much to
celebrate. We have undertaken important work as a congregation over the last year:

Welcoming Visitors and New Members: Over the course of 
the last year we have had over 50 new individuals connect 
with our congregation during Sunday morning worship! I 
have heard time and time again from these visitors that 
they feel welcomed, cared for, and seen by our church – 
which has led 10 of them to join our congregation in the last
year and many more to continue to journey with us as they 
explore their faith. I continue to reached out to all who sign our guest book and have
been meeting them to hear about their journey of faith and how we might come
alongside them or their families. 

Ministry Partners: We partnered with several area Lutheran congregations to carry
out our ministry! In 2025 we were warmly welcomed by All Saints Lutheran Church to
jointly share a Pancake supper for Shrove Tuesday. A group of our members 
joined six area Lutheran congregations in an ongoing course called “Recognizing the
Stranger” where we have learned together how to form communities of care in Christ
like ways, intentionally welcome those we do not yet know within our ministry, and
seek out ways to serve with and within our community. We also partnered once again
with Hope Lutheran and Advent Lutheran to teach a shared confirmation class three
times a month. At each gathering the students learn together following a shared lunch
put on by the host congregation.  I am so thankful to the students for sharing their
faith journeys and to Pastor Aaron S. and Pastor  Greg S. for their gifts of teaching
shared. 

Membership Review: Council reviewed Church of the Cross
membership list in 2025 and updated our congregational 
membership to 219 in our Annual Evangelical Lutheran 
Church In Canada (ELCIC) Parochial Report. This allows our 
records to correctly reflect our congregation at this moment 
in time to both the Synod of Alberta and the Territories and 
our National Church office. It is also important as we are 
able to best steward our resources for Synodical and National events where our
payment is based on our active 
membership number.  6
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Infrastructure Essentials: We have worked diligently to begin addressing some of our
church buildings major infrastructure needs in 2025. This began with the replacement
of the narthex furnace, and has continued with the diligent work of our community
and council in addressing our need to replace the Sanctuary furnace. 

Even in the midst of this season of change, God continues to 
be faithful. And as a congregation, we have continued to 
faithfully respond to the call of God by sharing our gifts our 
community in meaningful ways. Whether it is through 
volunteering your time to serve on one of our many rosters, 
committees, or the church council. Helping with our annual 
clothing drive, assisting with seniors’ lunches, or lending your
gifts to help enrich our time of worship. By making prayer 
shawls, welcoming visitors checking out our congregation, 
spending time with our children and youth, or by helping plan 
things behind the scenes - we have all been richly blessed by your faithful response
to God’s call to you here in this congregation. Thank you for all the ways you have
and continue to support Lutheran Church of the Cross. 

As we begin another year together as a community of faith, I look forward to the ways
we will continue to learn and grow together as we listen to the ways God is calling us
to carry out the life and mission of this congregation in 2026. A mission that will call
us to lean into the winds of change – trusting in the hope of God as we follow where
the Spirit leads us all. With this in mind I wish to share key areas of ministry I am
feeling a sense of call to in 2026: 

Congregational Care – Stephen Ministry: I have so appreciated 
when you have taken the time to share with me when someone 
is in hospital, may be in need of pastoral care, or has recently 
had a loved one pass away. It has truly helped me connect 
with our community and care for you all more deeply. To aid 
and support the pastoral care already in place within our 
community in 2026 we will see the return of Stephen Ministries 
at Church of the Cross. Stephen Ministries is a Lutheran Lay 
led ministry where members of the congregation trained in 
listening, care, and prayer journey alongside those in need of support within our
community. I am thankful for the support of the Endowment fund to ensure that Hilary
G. and myself could be trained to be “Stephen leaders” at Church of the Cross. In the
Fall of 2026 you will hear us advertising a course to train Stephen ministers within the
congregation to serve our community. If you are feeling a call to this ministry please
connect with Hillary G. or myself. 

7
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Welcoming Visitors and New Members: Given this influx of interest in our congregation
over 2025 it is time to think about our formal practices of welcome when new people visit
our congregation. As a result, we have made up some “visitor” bags to help share about
our community with those who are with us for the first time. Each contains information on
our congregation, our staff, our monthly small groups and activities, as well as a small
book on the Lutheran view of church. In the next year it is my hope to revitalize a former
practice of the congregation I have heard about - that being new members were once
partnered with long-time members or those with similar interests to help ensure they
continued to find the support and care they needed within the congregation. If you are
interested in this ministry please reach out as I would love to see it at work within our
community once more. 

Stewardship: This year I will work alongside council to ensure we are communicating
regularly and transparently about the financial stewardship of our ministry, the
stewardship of our building, and the stewardship of our faith. In 2026, we will relaunch 
the stewardship committee to hold quarterly meetings, plan stewardship services, raise
awareness of our budget needs, and encourage the congregation in the sharing of their
gifts. This is just a starting point and so I look forward to working alongside the
stewardship committee to plan for future events and theme Sundays.  

Website: Our online presence is extremely important for those seeking to connect with 
our congregation and for those who might want to see who we are before they attend a
service with us in person or online. With this in mind, I will be spending some time
updating our website this summer to actively reflect our community of faith. If you are
interested or passionate about sharing our ministries, web development, or ways to best
invite others to join us in the mission we share via our online presence please reach out. I
would love your help. 

I am grateful for all the ways you continue to uplift and support the life and work of
Lutheran Church of the Cross with your time, talents, and stewardship. I am thankful for
hours of dedication volunteers, ministries, committees, church council, and our staff have
put in to ensure we remain a vibrant and welcoming community of faith within this
neighborhood. I am honored to serve alongside the members and friends of this
congregation in the mission we have been called to share. And I feel privileged to work
alongside our talented minister of music Catherine, and our caring office administrator
Richel. 

Continue to pray for us as a family of faith, and 
listen for the ways God is calling forth the many
gifts and blessings you have been given to share 
with this congregation and our wider community 
- and may the grace and peace of God be with 
you all as we do. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lindsey Jorgensen-Skakum
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unplanned expenses. Thanks to retained earnings and a legacy gift from the Mattheis
family, we were able to absorb that cost and continue moving forward.

As the year drew to a close, however, we also lost rental income from IFI and the
Southwood Church of God—revenue that will need to be replaced in 2026. By the end
of 2025, our overall deficit stood at approximately $43,500.

What happened next speaks volumes about the strength of this congregation. When
Council shared this situation in December, the response was immediate and generous.
Because of your support, we start 2026 with a small amount to draw upon. We are
currently out of the red, and we are on our way to having the funds needed to replace
the Sanctuary furnace. If a provincial government grant comes through, we expect to be
able to complete that work in 2026.

There are, however, still challenges: we continue to monitor the roof, which is holding
for now; the interior of the church would benefit from some refreshing; and our A/V
system needs attention, including a new projector and laptop. These are important
concerns, but our main challenge for 2026 is the General Operating budget—covering
building and grounds maintenance, utilities, office expenses, insurance, and salaries. Of
these, salaries are our single largest expense. We're still projecting a deficit in 2026. 

We are deeply grateful for the generosity that arrives each Christmas season, and
especially for what you have given this year. At the same time, to be sustainable we
need steadier giving throughout the year—approximately 15% more overall. 

Council Co-Chairs
Dear Friends,
As we come to the end of 2025, we would like to
share an update on the life and finances of our
church, and to thank you for the remarkable care and
generosity you have shown throughout the year.

This past year has brought some financial challenges.
When we approved the 2025 budget, we anticipated
a deficit of about $30,000 and believed we could
manage it responsibly. For much of the year, we were
making good progress—until the unexpected failure
of the Narthex furnace added roughly $25,000 in 
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With that in mind, Council would like to explore a practice that has been suggested
several times: annual pledges. A simple pledge system for 2026 would allow us to track
progress month by month, plan more carefully, and respond early if we begin to fall
behind. We believe this could be an important step toward strengthening the church’s
long-term financial health.

There is much to be hopeful about. Membership is increasing. The new Narthex furnace
is in place, ensuring a warm and comfortable winter. Time has been freed up to pursue
more sustainable rental opportunities. We have struck a Property Administration
Committee to handle building maintenance and rentals. Our Annual General Meeting is
approaching, bringing the possibility of fresh ideas and new energy on Council. And, as
always, we move forward grounded in faith.

Thank you once again for your generosity, your trust, and your commitment to this
community. There is still work to do, but we look forward to another year of spiritual
growth, renewal, and shared purpose.

With gratitude and hope,

Bill Ogilvie & Paddy Colfer

One behalf of 
ELCOC Church Council
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Treasurer Report 
2025 FINANCIALS
The following documents present the financial position and operating results of
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Cross for the year end December 31, 2025:

1. Consolidated Balance Sheet for all funds at December 31, 2025.
2. Income and Expense Statement for the 01 - GENERAL FUND
3. Income and Expense Statement for the 02 – DESIGNATED RESERVE FUND

2026 BUDGET
We are putting forward a budget for 2026 using our collected estimates for the
income expenses for 2025. 

The resulting budget reflects a deficit of $ 22,601. 

The council feels that the expenses are fairly represented. 

To sustain our congregation our revenues must increase. 

As this is the case, increased rental income will be one area of focus for our council
and administration committee in 2026.  
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2026 BUDGET
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Financial Secretary
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Respectfully submitted,
Laverne Rude
ELCOC Financial Secretary
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Minister of Music
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What a year 2025 has been! It has been my
privilege to serve as Minister of Music [part
time] at Lutheran Church of the Cross for
more than 20 years. While the last few years
have presented many challenges, this past
year has been such a joy to welcome and work
together in ministry with both Pastor Lindsey
and Richel.
The primary function of my role as Minister of 
Music is worship. Pastor Lindsey and I work 
together to plan the themes and focus of worship. I study the scripture lessons that
have been appointed for each Sunday to identify the themes. We choose the liturgy
[order of service] for each worship service. I choose the hymns which requires
considerable thought, careful planning and research and lots of prayer for guidance
as there are so many aspects to hymn singing that I have to consider. In any given
service, I try to find a balance of new and less familiar hymns; a variety of styles of
hymns; hymns that represent our historical tradition and those that are more
contemporary; hymns that provide a flow to our worship and fit together in a cohesive
manner. And in addition to those considerations, it is essential that the hymns support
and enhance the lessons used in that service. I usually write many “idea” lists for
several weeks/months in advance. I utilize many, many resources, which are often
spread all over my office! Putting together the plans for our worship service takes
many hours each week.
Worship planning is a big part of my thinking process each week. Of course, putting
those plans into action requires an enormous effort from our entire team to find the
worship and music resources, and to then create Leaders Guides, Power Points and
bulletins for worship each week. Richel is an essential part of this process. Richel is a
quick learner whose attention to detail is amazing. Richel is a gift to all of us!!
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One aspect of our worship life that makes my heart so happy is the commitment and
leadership of our Assisting Ministers. We have trained a wonderful core of individuals
who offer their leadership skills on a rotational basis. Many thanks to Eleandra C.,
Maureen L., Pat N., Janis O., Nadine S., and Maria H. The worship team also includes
lectors, ushers, altar guild and many others.
I am grateful to our very dedicated Tech Team who have developed many skills in this
changing environment of tech. I know that online worship has become an important
lifeline for many of our members. We are grateful to the core members of our Tech
Team for their faithful service: Bill O., Lisa and Laverne R., Hannah R., Stephen M.,
Archie W., Trevor C., Hilary G., Richard J., and Nyajuok K.



I dedicate time each month to researching/ finding new hymns and other worship
resources. This is one of those tasks that takes a great deal of time and does not always
bear fruit. We now feel comfortable with “All Creatures Sing” which has two liturgy
settings and many new hymns. A lot of careful planning and preparation goes into the
introduction of new hymns and liturgy. It has been fun to explore all that this new
resource has to offer, not all of which is suitable for our particular worship situation.

Leading worship at the piano or organ combined with the role of cantor is one of my
most cherished functions and one which I enjoy tremendously. I appreciate your many
words of affirmation and support to my work in this role.

I am responsible for the maintenance and care of our instruments – especially our
pianos, organ, handbells and music library. All represent a huge investment for the
congregation and must receive regular maintenance and general day-to-day tending in
order to keep them in top condition. Going forward I will be working hard to attract
musicians and ensembles to consider using the facilities here at LCC for their
performances. This requires a long-term commitment of “planting the seeds”. Working
with potential renters is an important “add on” to my responsibilities.

The worship life is central to any congregation but here at Lutheran Church of the Cross
it has always held a prominent place. Our services are deeply meaningful and uplifting. It
is my honour to serve the congregation in this way.

We were thrilled that our LCC choir relaunched last February. We meet every
Thursday evening and again on Sunday mornings to sing, learn and share in
lighthearted banter. 

I admit that it is a bit of a challenge to find suitable resources for our choir – our music
library was developed when the choir was much larger so I am dedicating time to
searching for suitable resources – a bit of a challenge also because of our budgetary
limitations! Our dedicated choir members include: Isobel C., Barry K., Terry K., June
K., Maureen L., Pat N., Georgina N., Alison O., Bill O., Janis O., Cynthia P., Pearl S.,
Harold W., Bill W., Mary Ann W. and Natalie Z. But we always have room for more and
encourage anyone who likes to sing to come and be part of this wonderful group.
Oksana Y. has been an incredible addition to our music ministry team and I am so
honoured to have her here with us. Oksana’s contribution as a service musician,
allows me to be the cantor/singing leader. We particularly enjoy playing piano duets
together! Oksana continues to establish herself in the musical community here in
Calgary and has become a cherished friend to me.

Submitted
Catherine Glaser-Climie
Minister of Music
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We look forward to another PIE Day on Sunday March 15, 2026 with perhaps a slightly
different focus, but once again a speaker for that day as well as on another occasion.
Very soon the City Wide Affirming Faith Network will meet to begin discussing Pride
Week. We feel blessed to be in a church family where all are welcome, and all truly
means ALL!

an impromptu choir whose song was loud and clear
and joyous. There were guests speakers, and an
array of fabric art illustrating the theme of the year
--- We Are All Stitched Together. And there was
food. As the church filled beyond our expectations,
we did pray for a loaves and fishes miracle, but all
was well. Enough food and some to spare for the
more than 100 people who attended the service
and stayed for an amazing time of fellowship. The
next Sunday, a small but enthusiastic contingent
from LCOC walked in the parade, led once again by
our contagiously joyful Pastor Lindsey.

On March 16th we celebrated PIE Day. Nancy
Shadlock, a friend and colleague of Pastor Lindsey's
shared her songs with us and talked about her
journey of faith as a queer person. Of course there
was pie. A lot of pie. This special day is an affirmation
of our commitment to being Public Inclusive and
Explicit in our faith.

Affirming Ministry

1826

We approach each new year with a mission to provide support and a safe place for all
who need one. We reach out to people no matter their gender identity or expression,
their sexual orientation, disability, race, or cultural background. We affirm that all
people deserve to have their identity and their family celebrated. We practice
inclusion and affirmation because they are practices of faithfulness.

CHURCH OF THE CROSS ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Shore-Isford and Betty Jane Hegerat
on behalf of the Affirming Ministry team

We continue our affiliation with the City Wide Affirming Faith Network. This year, we
hosted the interfaith gathering the Sunday before the Pride Parade. Catherine
suggested and offered to lead, along with another member of the network, 



In 2010 a heart-shaped garden was created on the north-west corner of the property
in memory of Brittney McInnes, a sixteen year old member whose murder left her
church family grieving. In subsequent years we planted as well to honour other
women who have died violent deaths, including the missing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls. Understandably, many in our current congregation were not with us
when we lost Brittney, and participation in the planting has decreased significantly. In
spring 2025, we did the planting on Rogation Sunday, which is dedicated to prayerful
intercession for God's provision, especially into agriculture and planting and creation.
(We thank Pastor Lindsey for making us aware of the special significance of the day.)

An invitation was extended to our church and the community beyond to plant in
memory of a loved one they've lost. We welcomed flowers of any variety and colour.
The planting was rather sparse, so the gardening team added plants to fill the heart.
In June 2026, we hope there will be a way to purchase plants to fill that garden and
restore it to the beautiful place on church property where community members often
stop to sit on “Brittney's bench” with their thoughts and prayers.

Judy Shore-Isford and Betty Jane Hegerat

Gardening Group
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Spring 2025 brought rain enough to restore the water table after 2024's water
restrictions and extreme heat. The trees, the perennial plants, the grasses, and oh,
the roses were glorious. We focus on the gardens on the west side of the church: the
butterfly garden, the planter leading to the front door, the saskatoon bushes and
perennials along the west wall, the rose garden, and the Remembering Garden. The
urban forest called out for attention as well after a pair of deer snacked on the bark of
several trees.

Both the vegetable garden planted by our Ukrainian friends, and the flowers in the
west gardens produced abundantly and gloriously.

Respectfully submitted,
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As we look toward summer 2026 we
recognize there is a need for extensive
work in cleaning out beds, supplementing
soil, pruning of roses and saskatoons, as
well as culling many perennials. Our
gardening team has been reduced to two
regular members and a small group of
people who come as they are able to
when we ask for help. Our overall goal is
to make the ongoing care of the gardens
more manageable, and perhaps even
more abundantly beautiful than they have
been in the past four years.



Mission Endowment Committee

RENEWED LITURGICAL ARTS at ELCOC
By: Hilary G. and Lillian K.
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Two of four liturgical banners have been
completed. The ‘Two-Spirit Pride’ banner
adorned the altar space for months and the 
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The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) Committee is composed of Stephen M. (Chair),
Archie W. (Treasurer), Betty Jane H. and Jean D. (sharing Secretary duties). Pastor
Lindsey is also a member ex officio.
The MEF Committee has the responsibility of soliciting and reviewing applications for
new projects supporting the various ministries of Lutheran Church of the Cross. In
2025, $12,650 was available for disbursement. The Committee met two times; on
March 24th to consider five Early Bird applications and on November 25th to evaluate
the funded projects and consider a sixth application. All six applications were
recommended for approval by Church Council. The projects are highlighted below.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP at ELCOC
By: Hannah J. and Lisa R.

The day camp occurred at the church
on July 21 – 23, led by two staff from
Camp Kuriakos. Thirteen children
attended and the experience was a
great success. Congratulations to
Hanna and Lisa for organizing this
youth education event. $1500 was
provided for educational materials and
snacks.

The total amount available for disbursement in 2026 should be known after Charitus,
which manages our investment, provides its fourth quarter report in late January.
Also, we would like to find one new member for the Committee in order to provide
continuity as other member’s terms expire in the future.

Respectfully submitted,
by Stephen Maunula

second ‘Rays of
Hope’ banner will be
presented at Easter.
An extension of the
funding for this
project into 2026
was approved, so
that the remaining
banners can be
completed. $583
was spent on the
first banner in 2025
from a total
allotment of $2,000.



2026 Mission Endowment Fund Applications:
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This event at our church did not occur this year in September. $750 was allocated for
this event but will be returned to the Fund, hopefully to support a similar proposal in
2026.

29

YYC AREA WIDE  SUNDAY SCHOOL
By: Isobel C. and Pastor Lindsey
There was conversation with other Lutheran churches in
Calgary as to how this monthly ‘Saturday School’ might be
coordinated.  $1,250 was designated for this youth education
program. Funding for this monthly ministry, rebranded as “Kids
Bible Camp”, will be extended into 2026.

MUSIC RECITAL SERIES at ELCOC
By: Catherine G-C.
The first event was a piano recital by Sandra Joy Friesen on the evening of June 28,
2025. The concert was well attended and received. Catherine has indicated that she
would still like to plan 2 or 3 more events but that these likely cannot be organized
until the new year. An extension of the timeline for disbursing the remaining funds has
been approved. $3,500 has been designated for this music and community outreach
mission.
STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TRAINING
By: Hilary G.
This application was made in late November 2025 and was
approved by Council on December 10, 2025. The Fund will
reimburse $2,880 of tuition and book costs for a leadership
training course to be offered early in 2026. This course and
certification will enable Hilary and Pastor Lindsey to train other
Stephen Ministers to provide pastoral care for the congregation
in the future.

The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) is now accepting “Early Bird applications” for
2026. The deadline is on February 28 . Applications will be reviewed by the
Committee in March 2026. If you have ideas after February 28th, then the final
deadline for submissions will be on June 1st, 2026.

th

Apply by paper or online through the below link:
https://www.churchofthecross.ca/pages/mission-endowment-fund

EVENT FOR NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
By: Catherine G-C



Mutual Ministry Team
Therefore encourage one another and
build up each other, as indeed you are

doing. ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:11

As God’s people, we seek to love each other
through mutual affirmation, thereby providing a
strong foundation from which we may together

serve God.
Members - Earl O., Hilary G. and Sasha C. 
The team follows the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) Mutual Ministry
Guide. The purpose of the team is to 1) Nurture good and healthy mutual relationships
between the ministries of the rostered Pastors and the church leadership; 2) Facilitate
intentional and regular evaluations of congregational ministries, the staff and pastors
based on our church mission, vision and goals and 3) To seek together opportunities
for growth and renewal. 

The Mutual Ministry Team reports directly to the congregational council. The Team can
make recommendations to the congregational council. We report to Council on a
monthly basis when there is something to update. 

This past year we have had the privilege to meet with the pastor and staff a number of
times to share goals, ideas and concerns and to get a better understanding of their call
or job. The team attended the Council Retreat which Hilary facilitated. We also
attended the semi-annual retreat. We forwarded salary recommendations to the
Council based on Synod Salary Guidelines. The team collected for the Staff Christmas
gifts and presented to them just before Christmas.

The Mutual Ministry committee is involved in support, appraisal, recommendation and
reconciliation among pastor, staff, council, and the congregation.

The team has been together for over five years and some members have chosen to
move on and serve in other areas at Church of The Cross. Their service has been
greatly appreciated and Council and the Pastor will be appointing new persons to the
Team in the near future.

The MMT is thankful to the Council for providing excellent leadership this past year
which involved much change.

Please feel free to contact us with ideas or concerns. 

Earl Olsen
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https://elcic.ca/mutualministry/documents/MutualMinistryGuide_v4MARCH14.pdf
https://elcic.ca/mutualministry/documents/MutualMinistryGuide_v4MARCH14.pdf
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The quilting group meets on a Thursday Morning 9-
11:30am mid-September to December, and
February to May. All are welcome – no quilting
experience required.

In April/May we completed 24 quilts, that were
distributed to The Mustard Seed and Berkana
House.

In December, we donated 6 quilts to SWARM to be
given as required in the next while, 10 quilts and 1
baby quilt to Berkana House, and 10 quilts plus 2
baby quilts to the Women’s Shelter downtown.
Also, we gave 55 scarves to The Mustard Seed, as
well as 6 prayer shawls for our pastor to give when
needed.

We would like to thank the congregation for
donated materials, the only item we purchased this
year was the batting.
 
Respectfully submitted 
Lillian Kozak and Hilary Gray
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Our small committee, along with Pastor Lindsey, had a full year supporting those in
need. We were able to provide food, clothing and fellowship to those in our
congregation, in our neighbourhood, and in our city. Here’s a snapshot of 2025:
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Mustard seed: warm clothing donated in
January and November
Gift card support: Pastor Lindsey
Food pantry: well used and respected.
The reverse offering campaign helped
restock the essential items
Clothing drive in September
Dream centre: in November we gathered
travel size toiletries, socks, and chocolate
Adopt-a-family for Christmas
Food hampers (15) in December via
partnership with Tree of Life grocery &
food service co.
Senior’s lunch: an already established
committee that will come under Social
Ministry

Families In Need budget line item is how we support this ministry especially through
distribution gift cards, and the Adopt-a-family campaign. We implemented a unique
fundraising board called ‘Take an Envelope’ where individuals chose a donation
ranging from $1-$100. Your support in this campaign was incredible! It helped us look
toward 2026 and wonder how else we can support people.

Senior’s Lunch originally started by Sandi S., who had an idea to support our young at
heart members. She tirelessly, along with Laurie H. and many others team, created,
cooked and serve for the past couple years and this year wanted to step back. We
are so grateful for Sandi’s dreaming and dedication in leading this group! There
continues to be a lot of momentum and other members of LCOC have stepped in to
help organize. This team will continue to organize this ministry, but if any extra
support is needed, they can communicate this to the Social Ministry committee.

If anyone wants to participate in our group, come to a meeting. We typically gather
the first Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am at the comfy chairs. If that doesn’t suit
your schedule, I encourage you to support by donating to Families In Need.

Respectfully submitted,
Sasha Craven



Movie Night
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This past year there were six movies shown, one per month. January to April and in
November and December. The attendance was about 25 to 30, except in December
where the temperature was minus 22. 

Southwood Community Center provides snacks and there are always volunteers from
the community each movie night. We always need volunteers for Hospitality, Hall Set
Up and Technical Support. Please consider helping in those positions. It is a small
time commitment of less than 3 hours a month. Contact Judy for any questions.

Lastly, I would like to thank Cantaré  for the generous use of their projector. Popcorn
and drinks are free!!

Judy Shore- Isford

ELCOC Youth
It has been a joy to spend time with our congregation’s young people this year.
We have gathered for games nights, shared crafts, joined in prayer, and learned
about God’s love. This year we were able to offer three important events for our
young people: Vacation Bible Camp, sending a home team to the Canadian
Anglican Youth Gathering (CLAY), and the launch of our Saturday Kids Saturday
Bible Camp.
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It was wonderful to welcome a Camp
Kuriokos leadership team to assist us in
sharing VBC once more within our
community. We had both children from
within the congregation and those from
outside our church. A word of thanks to
our planning team Hanna J. and Lisa R., the
endowment fund, as well as all our
volunteers who made VBC possible again! 

I was blessed to spend time with our youth at
CLAY in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan this
summer. While we all may carry some anxiety
about the future of our Lutheran church - at
gatherings like CLAY I can’t help but be filled
with hope as I see young people living our their
faith with a heart for worship, faith, and
matters of justice and hope for our world. It
was a gift to be with Maddy and Gabriella as
they met peers, explored sand dunes, grew in
faith, and worshiped with 300 + Lutheran and
Anglican Youth. Thanks to Hanna J. for joining
us on this amazing trip. 

This fall we launched a new program at ELCOC aimed at meeting the needs of
our families who wish to learn and grow with God in an inclusive, affirming, and
encouraging environment. Once a month we welcomed kids in grade 1-6 (and
ages 5 and under with adult supervision) for a time of singing, learning, games,
snacks, and crafts on a central bible story. Thanks to the generous support of
the ELCOC endowment fund there is no cost associated with this program. We
hope to grow our Saturday Kids Bible Camp in 2026.

ELCOC Youth (continued)

Over the next year it is my hope to continue to offer a safe and welcoming place for
our youth to gather with their friends, experiencing community, and growing in their
faith. If you have a passion for young people, wish to see our youth group flourish,
and would like to come alongside our youth programing in 2026 I would love to hear
from you.  Even an hour or two a month can make a huge difference in the lives of our
young people. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lindsey Jorgensen-Skakum
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January 2026 

Grace and peace to you from Jesus who loves us.

Letter from Bishop Trish Schmermund
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Across the Synod of Alberta and the Territories congregations will  soon hold their
annual meetings. While this may seem to be  business as usual, these meetings are
important ministry  moments. 

It's not an easy time to be the church. Old certainties no longer carry the assurance
they once did. And yet, we are developing new ways to put faith into action.
Congregations are adapting! We are courageous partners with one another and the
Holy Spirit. 

Our Synod exists not as an institution hovering above congregations, but as an
extension of our shared commission. Collaboration with the Synod and with one
another is not an administrative obligation; it is a theological practice. It is one of the
ways we live out our baptismal promise and participate in God’s work of justice,
compassion, and renewal. When we collaborate, we make room for gifts to circulate,
for burdens to be shared, and for imagination to multiply. Thank you for your
benevolence – gifts that enable administration of calls, training leaders, nurturing
young people, guidance through conflict, and much more. 

We are in an era calling us from a focus on self-sufficiency and survival, to bighearted
giving, partnership and trust. This is our hope for the future.

We give to ministries near and far because we understand that our tithes change
lives. Luther encouraged us to be “curved out” (to be mindful of others, not just
ourselves) because it teaches us to rely on God’s provision. Our financial resources
are for the good of all.

Church is created by and for relationship—with God, with one another, and with the
world. As such, we are called to intentionally develop ways of working together that
uphold accountability and mutual responsibility. In this time of change, trust for one
another will be like the cement between our building blocks.

Partnership stretches us. It invites us beyond constraining patterns and deceptive
independence. It asks us to trust that God is at work not only in our own context, but
in the wider body to which we belong. In a culture that prizes self-sufficiency,
choosing interdependence becomes a quiet, countercultural witness to the gospel. 



These gestures may seem modest, but the Spirit has a long history of accomplishing
much from humble beginnings: a few loaves, several fish, and willing hearts. As we
move through this new year together, I invite your congregation to lean into a shared
life. Pray for one another across regions.

Engage in synodical initiatives--not as obligations but as opportunities for connection.
Let us know where you need help. Be curious, generous, and brave--together!

Thank you for your witness, your perseverance, and your willingness to walk this
shared road. May the Spirit continue to shape us together for the sake of the world
God loves. 

Rev. Trish Schmermund,
Bishop Synod of Alberta and the Territories
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

In Christ,
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2025 Brown Bagging for Calgary’s Kids (BB4CK) community group
at Lutheran Church of the Cross 

This is our 6th year being at ELCOC and we are very fortunate to use the kitchen, and
storage room throughout the school year.

We are supporting 7 schools in and around the church, ranging from kindergarten to
grade 12 students. These students know they can count on our volunteers to show
up twice a week to make a lunch for them. It is nutritious lunch that follows the
Canadian food guide: protein, fruit, vegetables, dairy, and nutrient dense snack. 

Our volunteer base consists of 21 dedicated people who commit their mornings
to support the students in Calgary. Out of this group, 7 are from our ELCOC
community and 14 are from the other areas of Calgary but we all come together
with a great sense of purpose and energy.

Thank you to LCOC for your space and willingness to support this wonderful Calgary
charity. 

Gail Moody
Volunteer kitchen lead at ELCOC 
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From January 1 to December 18, 2025, we have made 11,224 lunches! These
numbers are predicted to continue to climb.

If you’re every interested in volunteering with us, please find the link in the
church website. If your corporate organization is looking to get involved, please
contact BB4CK directly and they’ll find space in the downtown kitchen to keep
you engaged.



CACG is an “umbrella” organization with about 30 member organizations in Calgary,
mainly churches, synagogues, trade unions, academic institutions, and individuals.
CACG uses an annual discernment process with its members to determine its priority
campaigns aimed at improving the quality of life for citizens of Calgary.
CACG is guided by the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), a multinational citizens’
advocacy organization based in the United States, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.
CACG’s major political engagements are with City of Calgary and Province of Alberta,
especially concerning their budget priorities and the impacts of these on the quality
and availability of supports in identified priority areas.
Its funding sources are member organization annual dues and individual contributions,
as well as fundraising events. Its 2024 budgeted expenditure was $284K.
ELCOC has been a member organization since CACG formally established its charter in
2019.
ELCOC contributes about 1% of its annual revenues or roughly $2,500 per annum.
CACG has a Strategy Team that meets every month to plan campaigns and organize
and mobilize actions required to further these (including letter-writing campaigns,
meetings with City Council or provincial government, public demonstrations, and
related actions). From ELCOC, Pastor Lindsey and Paddy C. are members of this team.

Background: 
What is Calgary Alliance for the Common Good (CACG)?
How is ELCOC connected?

Review of 2025 CACG Activities:
CACG held a Mayoral Forum attended by over 600 people at Knox United Church in
October 2025. The new Mayor, Jeremy Farkas, was in attendance and committed to
continuing dialogue with CACG in its major concerns.
Good Jobs, Mental Health/Addictions and Affordable Housing are the campaign
priorities for 2026.
Research Action Teams (RATs) have been formed for each of these. From ELCOC,
Jean Dacko is a member of the Mental Health/Addictions RAT.
Jean Dacko is also involved with a committee concerning cuts to AISH programming
for persons with disabilities.
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Respectfully Submitted by:
Paddy Colfer
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music experience through excellence in performance, outstanding music education, and community
outreach through song and touring. Cantaré has established an enviable reputation for the musical
sophistication, gorgeous tone, and impeccable technique its members express. 

THE BACKSTORY: Cantaré has leased space at Lutheran Church of the Cross since the summer of
2017. It has been an excellent partnership between the two organizations with both benefitting from
our sharing of resources, vision and staff. Cantaré utilizes Meeting Rooms 1 and 2 [off the Fellowship
Hall] as office space and the former “nursery” as a storage space for its significant music library and
other resources. On rehearsal nights we use most of the building, including the sanctuary, fellowship
hall, narthex and north meeting room. Previously, Cantaré rented space at Emmanuel Christian
Reformed Church, Glendale School, Haddon Road School/Akiva Academy, St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church and St Paul Anglican Church.
HOW DOES IT LOOK NOW? Every Tuesday and Wednesday evening the facilities of LCC are bustling
with children/youth ages 6 to 18, and young people ages 18 – 40, who fill the space with their
exuberant energy and glorious singing. Our Kodaly classes for children ages 3 to 6 happen during the
day on Monday and Thursdays. Cantaré also has workshops on the occasional weekend. Get in the
Groove takes place over two weeks in the summer. Cantaré takes over the entire building and it
bustling and shaking with the energy of enthusiastic young people. Sometimes we also book the
space on weekends to offer our nationally acclaimed workshop program or extra rehearsals as
needed.

WHAT DOES CANTARÉ DO? Cantaré provides world class music training to young people.  Cantaré‘s
central tenet: “More Than Music” stresses using collective singing to develop young people into
sensitive, creative, and engaged artists who are passionate justice seekers and informed global
citizens. Singers develop a comprehensive musical foundation at an early age so they can
thoughtfully engage with numerous musical styles from around the world in their youth. Choristers in
Cantaré become comfortable tackling masterworks of the Renaissance, Baroque, and Romantic
Periods along with Contemporary gems - including 18 commissioned works. The choir extensively
explores global political and musical history in rehearsals, connecting a budding worldview with their
increasing sophistication of musical expression. Cantaré’s award-winning program has received a
host of accolades including First Prize in the National Music Festival.

Cantaré Children’s Choir, formed in 1997 by Founder/Artistic Director Catherine G-C, is one of
Canada’s premiere programs for children/youth dedicated to providing an extraordinary choral

In its vibrant musical community, Cantaré is the proud partner of Calgary Opera and the Calgary
Philharmonic Orchestra, producing over 80 productions with the two companies in the choir’s 27-
year history. The choristers are the Resident Artist of the Field Of Crosses Memorial Project, singing
on Global TV’s Remembrance Day Broadcast every year, and stewarding the Act Of Remembrance in
their communities. Cantaré undertakes regional, national and international tours to share their gift of
music with audiences far and near – like our trip to Newfoundland 



in June 2024 for the international HarbourVoices Festival [of the 45 choirs that participated in the
festival, Cantaré was one of 10 choirs chosen to perform individually as well as part of the massed
choir!]. Cantaré continues to nurture a network of alumni excellence across the world in all career
fields, as our alumni have gone on to represent us and sing together in the Alberta Youth Choir,
National Youth Choir of Canada, the World Youth Choir, and in a host of amateur and professional
choirs across Canada.

LCC can be proud that it is helping to make possible a world class program right here in our
community!!

WHAT’S THE BENEFIT TO LCC? Cantaré pays $2000 rent each month which provides a consistent
revenue stream for the congregation. You should know that Cantaré paid the FULL amount of the rent
throughout the ENTIRE pandemic even though we did not use the space because of lockdown
restrictions.

Cantaré is an excellent partner for LCC. Cantaré has dedicated space at specified times for rehearsals
and workshops BUT the church still has lots of access to the facility to implement their own programs –
unlike when FACE was our renter and the Fellowship Hall was off limits to the congregation from
Monday to Saturday.
Cantaré is also great partner with LCC because we each share our resources. Did you know that the
chairs you sit on in the Fellowship Hall belong to Cantaré? The table in the south meeting room is
Cantaré’s? Or that they decorative elements you sometimes see in worship [fabric, lanterns, Christmas
decorations, stand lights [to name a few] are also on loan from Cantaré. Likewise, Cantaré benefits
from utilizing some LCC resources.

Cantaré staff provide a presence in the building when the church staff is not available, accepting
deliveries, answering questions, being on watch for the building both within and without and making
sure that all is well. Because we are here a lot, we take care of many details around the building like
steam cleaning ALL of the upholstered chairs in the building; touch cleaning stains in the carpet; a
deep clean of the choir loft area; regular vacuuming; watering the trees in times of intense summer
heat; We do so because this is our home.

You should also know that our Cantaré families are BIG supporters of LCC’s clothing give away project,
especially bringing bags and bags of children’s clothing.

Cantaré sometimes uses the facilities for concerts – for which an additional rental fee is paid. Cantaré’s
reputation within the arts community is also helping to attract other musicians and ensembles to host
their performances here – rental of our space could become an important part of LCC’s revenue
stream.

The BEST outcome of this agreement is that it consolidates Catherine’s activities into one facility – she
no longer spends big chunks of time driving Crowchild Trail, nor moving equipment from one place to
another. It is easy for Catherine to attend to church matters by walking down the hall from the Cantaré
office which happens frequently through the day! This has been an enormous benefit to Catherine’s
well being! Catherine is personally and professionally pleased to amalgamate two “lives” into one. It is
absolutely a win-win arrangement for all!

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Glaser-Climie
Artistic/Executive Director
Cantaré Children’s Choir
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Lutheran Campus Ministry
Lutheran Campus Ministry-Calgary is a not-for-profit
organization that relies heavily on the goodwill of
others to keep operating. We believe it is important to
provide students in a secular setting a space where
they can explore spirituality, where they can meet like-
minded young adults, and where they can feel safe
expressing who they are. 

We are a space of sanctuary for young adults. We work
directly in post secondary institutions and bring the
ideologies of liberal Christianity to students through out
the Calgary area. But our programs, and everything we
do, is built and operated so that everyone - regardless
of orientation, background, or belief system - feels
welcome to come and be a part of our community. We
are a community that is open to all, and we advocate
for the inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community in all
aspects of life and spirituality. We are working to unite
people across boundaries, provide students with open
and safe spaces, and to show that spirituality works in
a university setting.

Each year we interact with over 1,500 young adults. We
bring community, connection, acceptance and
experiences to these people. We bring community-
building drum circles to students every week, free
meals and deep conversation during our simple
suppers, the experience of contemplative reflection
during our worship services, and so much more to
students every single day and week. But to keep doing
this we need great people to help us along. The staff
and resources needed to run all of our programming
are enormous and, of course, all of it takes money.

Due to the nature of the people we work with, we can’t
rely on them to keep us running and funded. Students
and young adults are such a necessary part of the
churches future that we must continue to engage with
and provide programming for them.

As such, we need your help to keep bringing spirituality and safe spaces to young adults throughout
the Calgary area. Your faithful donation mean students and young adults will keep receiving healthy
meals, community-building activities, and a fully-inclusive space. It also allows us to keep providing a
space for liberal Christianity on university campuses. 

We thank Church of the Cross for your ongoing care and support of our ministry! 



Southwood Volunteer and previous Community Connector, Teresa, and
Southwood Community Social Worker, Sarah, would like to thank the LCOC for
providing us with the space and the support for two amazing programs we have
partnered on. We would love to partner with you on other projects and help
spread the word about the wonderful things you are doing in the community of
Southwood. 

Calgary's Cooking is a Community Kitchen program with a long history of
providing food insecurity support and education in Calgary. Through the
generous donation of the LCOC kitchen space and meeting space once a month,
we have been able to bring the program to Southwood and provide participants
with an opportunity to plan and cook meals together. Through the planning
meetings and cooks we are forming new friendships, learning meal planning and
cooking skills, and bringing home a variety of affordable and nutritious meals for
our freezer. 

We meet at the LCOC on the first Thursday of the month from 10am-1pm for our
planning session and then again on the second Thursday of the month from
10am-3pm for our cook. At different times, participants have donated extra
meals to LCOC to provide to individuals or families at their discretion. 

We are always looking for more participants. If you are interested or know of
anyone who could benefit from this program please contact Teresa. Participation
is open to anyone over the age of 13 and is not restricted to Southwood
residents. For more information on Calgary's Cooking you can visit their website
https://www.ckpcalgary.ca/calgarys-cooking
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Another collaborative program we have
been running with the LCOC has been the
Community Movie nights. Cantaré has
generously shared the use of their
projector, and we have projected movies
on the wall in the fellowship hall. The
movies ran successfully from October
2024 through March 2025, pausing for
the Spring and Summer months due to
later sunsets and light entering the hall.
Since curtains have been installed in the
Fellowship Hall movie nights have
returned and are planned to continue
year-round. The movie nights have been 

Teresa M.
Community Volunteer
teresamclaren@gmail.com
403-818-1849

Sarah T.
Southwood Community 
Social Worker
sarah.thomas@calgary.ca
368-889-5168
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Southwood Community Garden applied for a
Neighborhood Grant to install additional raised
garden beds to create more space for
neighbors to garden and grow together. The
expaded garden provides space for a local
junior high class and two daycare groups to
plant and harvest together, becoming a vibrant
communtiy space for all ages to grow, learn,
and share in the joy of gardening. 

well attended by both members of the congregation and Southwood community
members. LCOC has purchased an annual public performance rights license for a
great selection of movies and we have been able to use budget through the
Community Social Work program to purchase popcorn, water, and juice boxes.
This has been a great opportunity to welcome community members of all ages
into this beautiful space for an enjoyable free night out. We are looking forward
to continuing monthly family friendly movies and there is the possibility of
hosting movies with discussion after. We are hoping to increase attendance and
invite feedback on how we might get the word out more effectively. The Movie
Nights are supported by a core group of Church volunteers and City of Calgary
Volunteers. Please contact Sarah, if you are interested in movie selection or to
help on movie nights.

mailto:teresa.mclaren@calgary.ca
mailto:sarah.thomas@calgary.ca
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Southwest Area Refugee Mission (SWARM) 

Highlights of 2025:
We continue to assist new Canadian families who arrive as refugees from all over the
world. 

DONATIONS (TAX RECEIPTS AVAILABLE):
100% of all donations go directly to supporting families. Cheques may be made directly to “SWARM” and sent to

Southwest Area Refugee Mission, 8831 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary, AB, T2H 0Z4.
  Donations may be made via e-transfer: CalgarySWARM@gmail.com 

SWARM is a CRA registered charity, combining the talents and resources of 14 Calgary area
We are Lutherans (and non Lutherans) from congregations all over Calgary. 

We have been part of a sponsorship of a family from Afghanistan (parents and young
adult daughter), and are currently part of another reunification sponsorship of siblings
from Somalia. 
We assist Ukrainian evacuees to find their way through the paperwork for new work
visas, temporary and permanent residence visas, etc. 

SWARM Furniture Bank has closed - You may now contact these places to share your
gifts of furniture and household items: The Mennonite Central Committee Store, WINNS,
The Helping Others Network, ReStore – Habitat for Humanity, Calgary Drop-In Free Good
Program.

We have helped families access the Food Bank and work in a church/community garden.

Personal visits to new families to encourage them and help them know that they are
welcome and that there are Canadians who care. They can practice their English, learn
about resources and customs, and feel connected. Contact Marla M. at
calgaryswarm@gmail.com

How Can You Help:

Employment opportunities - this is a big need: email calgaryswarm@gmail.com
We meet regularly: Our CORE committee meets at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of every
month at Advent Lutheran Church and on Zoom. You would be welcome to join us. Contact
calgaryswarm@gmail.com

With help from many congregations, we provided Christmas hampers and Christmas
trees and lights for many new families. 
We continue to coordinate with other agencies in the city (CCIS, Centre for Newcomers,
CIWA, etc),
Congregations continue to support our work, provide facilities to meet, encourage and
facilitate monetary donations, welcome newcomers into their midst and help them.
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Recognizing the Stranger is a teaching program developed by Industrial Areas
Foundation (IAF) Northwest for use by churches to develop a stronger sense of
“the church’s presence in the world at community and civic levels”, to support us
to engage in a more meaningful way with community concerns.
The initiative is led by an inter-congregational group currently attended by
Lutheran Church of the Master (Airdrie), Emmanuel Lutheran, First Lutheran, and
ELCOC.
Participants for ELCOC are Pastor Lindsey, Earl O., Hilary G., Sasha C., Judy S-I.,
and Paddy C.

Planned Next Steps
We will continue to attend these monthly RTS sessions and will continue to learn
about leadership development and fostering ELCOC’s presence in the world.
We will speak with the congregation in due course about the potential for wider
congregational involvement in RTS and the follow-up that emerges at its
conclusion in Spring 2026.
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