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McPherson First United Methodist Church is discerning God's direction for our congregation through 2030. This spring, the Leadership Board will make decisions about strategic priorities—and your voice matters.
This survey takes about 10 minutes to complete. Your responses are anonymous and will help shape our congregation's future.
Please return by March 1, 2026 via offering plate or church office. Complete online at mcphersonfirst.org/news or scan the QR code.
About You
Optional — helps us understand different perspectives
1. How long have you been part of McPherson First?
☐ Less than 1 year     ☐ 1-5 years     ☐ 6-15 years     ☐ 16-30 years     ☐ More than 30 years
2. Which worship service do you typically attend?
☐ 8:30 AM     ☐ 10:15 AM     ☐ Online     ☐ I attend multiple services
3. What is your age range?
☐ Under 18     ☐ 18-35     ☐ 36-50     ☐ 51-65     ☐ 66-80     ☐ Over 80
Your Experience
These questions help us understand how connected you feel to our church community.
4. On a scale of 1-10, how strongly do you feel a sense of belonging at McPherson First?
No sense of belonging  ○1  ○2  ○3  ○4  ○5  ○6  ○7  ○8  ○9  ○10  Strong sense of belonging
5. What do you value most about McPherson First? What keeps you coming back?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
6. If you could change one thing about McPherson First, what would it be?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Strategic Priorities
We're exploring these potential priorities through 2030. Please rate how important each is to you:
(1 = Optional, 5 = Essential)
7. Deepen Discipleship Through Connection
Expanding small groups and classes to help people grow in faith together
Optional  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Essential

8. Grow Worship Engagement
Strengthening connection and community around worship, including exploring schedule adjustments for fellowship and learning between services
Optional  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Essential

9. Build Financial Sustainability
Completing our capital campaign, growing annual giving, and developing long-term ministry funding
Optional  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Essential

10. Strengthen Community Impact
Blessing our neighbors through service and partnerships that address real needs in McPherson
Optional  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Essential

11. Expand Regional Partnerships
Exploring connections with nearby congregations (like Little River UMC) to share resources, staff, or programming
Optional  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Essential

12. Develop Leadership Capacity
Creating pathways to identify, train, and support new ministry leaders and volunteers
Optional  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Essential

13. What community needs do you see that our church might be uniquely positioned to address?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Specific Proposals
For each priority, we're exploring specific approaches. Please share your reaction:
(1 = Oppose, 5 = Strongly Support)
14. Grace Groups & Classes
Expand opportunities for faith growth through small groups and classes, with a goal of connecting half of our worshippers in discipleship experiences.
Oppose  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Strongly Support
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

15. Second Hour Connection
Create intentional time between services for fellowship, classes, and community building. To make room for this, we would adjust worship times (for example, 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM services with connection time at 10:00 AM).
Oppose  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Strongly Support
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

16. Generosity Development — Which area of financial growth feels most important to you?
☐  Completing Tomorrow First construction funding
☐  Growing annual giving and new giving households
☐  Building long-term stability through legacy gifts
☐  All are equally important
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

17. Community Impact
Deepen our presence in McPherson through service and partnerships—such as STEPMC, the food cupboard, or new initiatives—that bless our neighbors and address real community needs.
Oppose  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Strongly Support
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

18. Regional Church Partnership
Explore partnerships with nearby congregations (like Little River UMC) to share resources, staff, or programming—extending our reach while strengthening smaller churches.
Oppose  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Strongly Support
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________

19. Volunteer Leadership Development
Create intentional pathways to identify, train, and support new ministry leaders—helping people move from participation to service to leadership.
Oppose  ○ 1   ○ 2   ○ 3   ○ 4   ○ 5  Strongly Support
Comments: ______________________________________________________________________


Looking Ahead
A few final questions to help us understand your perspective.
20. Would you be interested in participating in a small group (Grace Group) if one were offered?
☐ Yes, definitely     ☐ Maybe, I'd like to learn more     ☐ Probably not     ☐ No

21. How likely are you to recommend McPherson First to a friend or family member?
Not at all likely  ○1  ○2  ○3  ○4  ○5  ○6  ○7  ○8  ○9  ○10  Extremely likely

22. What's the main reason you would or wouldn't recommend McPherson First?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
23. Is there anything else you'd like the Leadership Board to know as they plan through 2030?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Optional: Follow-Up
24. Would you be willing to participate in a follow-up conversation?
☐ Yes     ☐ No

If yes — Name: ___________________________________ 

Contact (email/phone): ______________________________

Thank you for helping us discern where God is calling McPherson First!
Please return by March 1, 2026
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