GOSPEL MESSAGE

February 8, 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
The Lamp Is Already Lit

“This little light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine” (ELW 677).
There’s nothing quite like the joyous call and response of a whole congregation singing together
the words of this beloved African American spiritual. The text and tune make it very hard to
keep any lamps under a bushel basket!

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls us to “let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Many
congregations use these words during the rite of Holy Baptism. But “Let your light shine”
doesn’t imply that the light belongs only to us or to the church. The first chapter of Genesis
clarifies this. At the beginning of creation, God speaks light into existence, making light God’s
first gift to the whole world. In that light, God creates everything, including humankind, which is
made in the divine image, according to God’s likeness.

Living in harmony with God’s word, letting our light shine with “good works” that glorify God,
is not about striving for perfection. Because God’s light has existed from the beginning, it is not
something we earn or achieve for ourselves. We don’t provide the spark that lights the lamp—it
is already lit by God. Our job is to let the light shine. To be light for the world, then, is to be
none other than who we have been from the beginning. Therein lies not only the fulfillment of
God’s word, but also our own fulfillment as God’s children and light-bearers in the world.
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