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Board Report  

 
 

I hope everyone is enjoying milder weather? I expect winter isn’t quite finished with us yet however it is 

time for the Annual General Meeting. I hope all of you can make the meeting after service on the 1st, 

which of course will lead to a potluck lunch after that. The AGM will review the year just finished and 

elect a new Board of Directors for 2026. Your presence and input on topics that effect our community 

are welcomed. 

The Call Committee continues to wait on responses from 12 Pastors in Minnesota cleared by their 

respective Bishops to consider a Call. Bishop Trish continues to work on 9 more identified as of interest 

to us.  

You will recall last month I asked for your perspective and opinion on the offer the Board received from 

Pastor Bart Eriksson to be a ‘supply’ pastoral for 3 to 6 months. The Board heard from 22 members who 

took time to send their comments or provide an opinion to a Board member. In general, the vast majority 

were in favor of having him come to LCOS in a ‘Supply Pastor‘  capacity... however, in light of the on-

going application and evaluation process with Pastors from the ELCA, the Board decided to turn down 

Pastor Bart’s offer for a March start. If we do not Call a Pastor by then or have exhausted our current list 

in August, perhaps the Board may revisit his offer at that time.  Hopefully we will have a senior Pastor 

this year. Please keep praying!  

February is filled with activities for our community.  

Pastor Stan is here on the 1st with Pastor Margaret on the 8th and, Pastor Lee from the 15th to the 22nd 

which includes Shrove Tuesday (17th) & Ash Wednesday (18th). Many attend Pastor Lee’s Bible Study 

and once again, after a pancake dinner on Shrove Tuesday, Pastor Lee will convene the group studying 

Ephesians in the Fireside Room at 7pm. So make sure to attend the Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner 

and the Ash Wednesday service!  Both will be led by Pastor Lee.  

The ‘ongoing’ Bible Studies held on Thursday evenings continue; the Revelation study with Brad 

continues in the Fireside Room at 7pm and the Discovery study with Bob on the Old Testament at 7pm 

is in the library.  All are welcome! In addition, a new Ladies’ Bible Study has begun! If interested in this 

study, please speak with Judy in the Office.  

Children’s church with Charley continues to meet in Classroom A/B and... they are getting ready to start 

new curriculum! All are welcome!  

Under the leadership of Kari & Isaria, a group of youth continue to study Hebrews. All welcome!   

Of course, the Games group continue to meet, enjoy each other’s company on an on-going basis and 

solve some of the world’s problems I’m told. Finally, the men’s breakfast group continue to meet 

monthly on Saturday morning to build relationships over a great breakfast. All are welcome! Speak with 

Alfred or Nick for details.  

In His Service - Bob 



Call Committee Report 

 
 

The Call Committee had a very active and stressful year as we continued our search for a pastor that 

matched Lutheran Church of Our Saviour’s beliefs. 

 

We have been providing updates monthly so to save the trees we will condense our report. 

 

The Call Committee biggest disappointment in 2025 was that we were not able to convince Jesse to be 

our pastor. It was not: 1) that we did not leave the ELCIC; or 2) did not join the CALC. The Call Committee 

has always focused on the pastor and not the entity as all organizations have their pros and cons.  

 

What we have not abandoned in our search is finding a pastor that shares our traditional Lutheran 

beliefs. With this in mind when we finished our evaluation of the 980 pastors that were in the Minnesota 

ELCA and narrowed the list to 26 candidates we attached the following letter for Bishop Trish to attach 

so that the ELCA Bishops and candidates would know what we believed in. 

 

To: Bishops and Candidate Pastor 

 

For some time, the community of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour has been experiencing significant 

theological misalignment between supply or interim pastors and a significant component of our 

community. To be transparent to potential candidates seeking a role as Senior Pastor at LCOS, the Call 

Committee would like to provide a summary of major elements our congregation has been taught and 

hold to. Our intent with this document is to ensure all interested candidates understand our position 

and assist them in determining whether their Christian theological framework aligns with our 

understanding of scripture and whether God is calling them to lead our community or not.  

 

Our community began in 1962 and our congregational faith is anchored in traditional Lutheranism that 

follows the words of Martin Luther. In his Small Catechism on The Apostles Creed, he writes, 

 “I know and accept the Christ of the Bible as my personal Saviour and trust  

  only in Him for my salvation”.  

 

We paraphrase this as ‘Salvation is solely by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ’.  

 

This position is reflected in our Constitution which clearly states ‘we “agree” with the Book of Concord of 

1580 as witnesses to the way in which the Holy Scriptures are understood’.  

 

We adhere to the Augsburg Confession and our tradition embraces these (and other) important articles: 

 



Call Committee, continued 

 
The Articles of Faith and Doctrine state, ‘there are three persons in the same one essence, equally 

eternal: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.’  

Concerning Original Sin states, ‘since the fall of Adam, all human beings who are born in the natural 

way are conceived and born in sin. Rejected, then, are … others who do not regard original sin as 

sin … thus insulting the suffering and merit of Christ; a triune God, celebrate the Apostles’, the 

Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds and that the Bible is the Word of God.’ 

Concerning the Son of God states, ‘He (“Christ”) will sanctify those who believe in him by sending 

into their hearts the Holy Spirit, who will rule, console, make them alive and defend them against 

the devil and the power of sin.”  

 

We suspect little of this will be new nor surprising to potential candidates, as it reflects basic, historical 

Lutheran theology. Unfortunately, previous and current Call Committees of LCOS have found over the 

last two decades a number of potential candidates do not align with nor personally hold to these 

articles. Examples have included candidates who weren’t sure if Jesus was crucified or the Divine Son 

of God. Others were unsure about the Bible being the inspired Word of God and others who did not 

believe in Creation or sin. Our community rejects these expressions of belief and are striving to ensure 

potential candidates are aware of our history and desire to retain the historic and traditional tenets of 

Lutheranism. Currently, we are neither an affirming nor a non-affirming community and remain a 

welcoming community to all. 

 

Our Vision:  To be a Christ-centered community that Equips Disciples to Make Disciples. For us, that 

means being a welcoming and inclusive community which ministers to all.  

Our Mission:  We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living and sharing 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Members of our community live out our faith in actions that broadly serve the larger community. 

Notable areas include assisting refugees, feeding and clothing the hungry and unhoused, assisting 

mothers and children in need and many others. We place a strong emphasis on education and although 

we have expanded our Sunday School facilities twice over the last 30 years, we currently have less than 

10 younger folks in our Sunday School. We offer ongoing adult Bible study groups and a traditionally 

successful Vacation Bible School in the summer. 

 

Ours is a busy place, every day of the week as we welcome and encourage other charities that align 

with our mission and vision to use our facility. 

 

 

Garry Mihaichuk     Bob Montgomery 

Chair, Call Committee     Chair, Board of Directors 

 

This was the Call Committee and Board’s attempt to be very transparent so that candidates would not 

waste their time if they had different beliefs and would hopefully be excited if they shared the same 

beliefs. 



Call Committee, continued 

 
 

The Call Committee was informed on January 3rd by Bishop Trish that the five (5) Minnesota Bishops had 

forwarded the letter to only 8 pastors. 

 

The Call Committee requested an update from Bishop Trish prior to the LCOS AGM and we received the 

following on January 26th from Bishop Trish: 

 

I am out of the country right now, but given that your meeting is this weekend, I wanted to respond to 

your email. 

 

I don't have my worksheet with me (of all the contacts) but I can tell you that I have received a few more 

emails declining the invitation to consider a call. As a note of encouragement - a few said that they were 

very intrigued by the introduction provided, but just unable to consider a move at the present time. 

 

I have not heard back from all of the possibilities you had given me and plan to give them a nudge when 

I am back in February. 

 

In addition, I am working on a broader range of bishop contacts I have in the US - inquiring whether they 

know of any pastors looking for a change. I remain hopeful! 

 

I continue to be prayerful for LCOS! Thank you for all that you are doing in support of ministry! 

 

I would like to thank the Call Committee members for all of their dedication during this very difficult and 

complex call process. You have gone above and beyond to represent the congregation’s best interest 

and to find a pastor that can be our “Shepherd”. Members include: Carolyn Anderson; Brent Anderson; 

Kathy Gibson; Dale Mass; Terrylee Mckay; Bob Montgomery; Keith Rude and Bonnie Swan (who left the 

committee in September). 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at church or by phone at 403-975-0081 or 

email at gmihaichuk@me.com or any of the Call Committee members. 

 

Thanks to all of the congregation for your prayers and support for our very important work. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Garry Mihaichuk 
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Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 1st                       

immediately following the 10:00 am service. Note that this is open to all,           

with only members having the opportunity to vote. 

 

There is no requirement for pre-registration to attend the AGM. The AGM will not 

be livestreamed.  Per the LCOS Constitution Part VI, Section 7, quorum to proceed 

with the meeting is 35 voting members. The protocols that will be followed will be 

the same as last year. That means for the election of the 2026 Board members, 

we will be holding a confidential paper ballot. Ballots with the names of the 

nominees, plus brief bios, will be provided to each member at the meeting. 

Members are then asked to mark a “Yes” or “No” vote for each candidate. Two 

scrutineers will then tabulate the results and advise the Board Chair during 

the AGM meeting. The Board Chair will then announce the results to the 

congregation. All other voting, i.e. acceptance of the reports, will be held via a 

show of hands.  

  

If you have any questions, please contact  Bob Montgomery (403) 660-8421. 

  

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

Meetings every second Thursday at 5:30 pm. 

February meetings  -  February 12th & 26th  

Currently studying the book of Hebrews. 

Contact Kari Paul, Isaria Kwayu or 

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca for details. 



Financial Secretary Report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I'd like to thank everyone who planned,              

prepared and attended the celebration                

for my Financial Secretary years of  service on 

January 4th. I truly appreciate all of your kind 

wishes and expressions of appreciation! 

 

Cliff, Former Financial Secretary 

 

 



 

 

  

TO OUR 80+ FRIENDS 
 

Janice Hawkings 
Merle Allen 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS 

 
Painted Wombat Preschool 



Feed the Hungry 
 

On the third Friday of each month a group of LCOS volunteers serves food to those in need at 
the Chinook Transit Station.  
 
Volunteers should meet at the church by 3:30 to load food into vehicles to take to the station. 
 
We ask that hot food (stews, soups, casseroles) be packaged in advance in individual sealed 
containers. A supply of containers is available at the church. 
 
Cold food items (fruit, snack bars, cookies, muffins) and drinks can be dropped off at the church 
during office hours on  Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 am—2:00 pm and should 
be individually packaged. 
 
A monthly sign up sheet for those wishing to volunteer is located in the Place of Welcome. 
 
Along with food, clothing is accepted throughout the month, and can be dropped off in the Feed 
the Hungry boxes located by the east entrance of the church. These boxes are specifically labelled 
and we ask that items be placed in the appropriate box for ease of distribution. Items accepted 
includes hats, socks, footwear, mittens, blankets, coats, pants and sweaters.  
 



 

 

         

 

 

 



 

 

         

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

Did you know… 

Men’s Small Group 

 

Back in early May of last year a Small Groups fair was held. You 

might remember that the “Hosers” were there to promote the 

resurrection of a Men’s Small Group. 12 men signed up to join 

our group. There have been a few changes with some individuals 

leaving and some new ones joining the group. Today we have 17 

men who are a part of the group. 

 

The group is always looking at ways to get involved. We have held 

a few breakfast get togethers and that has now become a monthly 

activity. We also held one pub evening during the summer. One 

event, where we helped out was with the Woman’s Christmas 

potluck dinner. About half of our group dressed in pink aprons 

helped out by cleaning the dishes and allowing the Ladies to 

enjoy their event. 

 

We will continue to look at ways where we can help out with 

church activities or within the community. If you have any ideas, 

please let us know. We will have a booth set up during Hot Dog 

Sunday at the end of February. So if you have any ideas, 

questions or you want to join, please come and talk to the 

“Hosers” during that time. 

    

 



 

Will you be my Valentine? 

 

February 14 has long been associated with romance and love. I'm not sure when chocolates came into the 

picture, but since we're talking about the Library, let’s leave the candy outside the doors, shall we? 

 

There are many sections in the library that address the topic of love; check out Fiction - Romance (#23), 

Marriage and Relationships (#31), and Christian Living (#22). As Christians, we often talk about the love of 

God, especially in our relationship with the Lord and in our church family; take a peek at Devotions (#24) and 

Devotions for Kids (#3). 

 

Here’s a sampling of titles that can be found in Marriage & Relationships (#31): 

 

 

 

I want to finish this month’s article with a word of thanks to Pastor Lee and the Woolery family for their gift of 

love to the congregation of LCOS:  The Library. 

 

With a happy heart and book-filled arms, 

 

Carolyne Walker 

Library News 



We continue to accept food donations     

for the Acadia Food Pantry at LCOS 

throughout each month. On the third  

Tuesday of the month food is distributed at McDougall United 

Church to families in need in our local community. Any questions 

can be directed to Judy.  Thank you! 



Time Capsule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ah-ke-am” Elizabeth McDougall would say to her children when things went wrong at home. It was one of the 

few Cree phrases she knew and it meant “Don’t worry” or “Never mind.” 

 

 

 

Identified as 1886 in Toronto. Left to right: Elizabeth (Boyd) McDougall 1854-1941, Rev. John McDougall 1842-

1914, child Morley born 18 July 1881, and John’s mother Elizabeth (Chantler) McDougall 1818-1903. John’s 

father Rev. George McDougall died in January 1876. 

Elizabeth (Chantler) was born in England and received part of her education at a school supported by the Socie-

ty of Friends (Quakers). She moved with her family to York (Toronto) Ontario in 1832. Her father operated a flour 

mill, later moved to the Meaford district where he had lands and orchards. She went to keep house for her 

brother who had a grist mill near Barrie and her experience there was helpful when they were able to grow their 

own barley. 

Elizabeth met George in 1840 at a Methodist revival meeting and married in 1841. John was the first child in 

1842, followed by David 1845, Moses 1847-49, Eliza 1849, Georgiana 1851-1870 who died of smallpox, Eliza-

beth 1852 called Libbie, Helen 1857, Flora 1859-1870 who died of smallpox, and George born in 1861 at Ros-

sville Mission on Lake Winnipeg in Manitoba. Young George died of pneumonia about 1880 when he was on a 

cattle-buying trip to Montana. Adopted daughter Anna 1856-1870 died of smallpox at Victoria. 



Time Capsule, continued 

 

 

 

Elizabeth was frequently called upon to act as peacemaker when Rev. George was away and the Indians were 

restless. She also held informal religious services with daughter Georgiana acting as interpreter for Cree speak-

ing people. On one occasion, John found his relatives dining on wild duck eggs. Tea, coffee and sugar had all 

been used up. They had little salt and no bread but learned to eat pemmican when there was nothing else. Rev. 

George McDougall was compelled to organize his own brigade of carts to bring provisions from Fort Garry. The 

trip took at least two months. 

The McDougalls started to grow barley which was converted into meal. Elizabeth supervised the milling, mois-

tened the barley and tied it up in leather sacks. Indian women placed sacks on hollowed logs and hammered 

them until the hulls came off the grain. It was dried and the children used coffee mills to grind it. Meal with dried 

Saskatoon berries was used for johnny cakes. A little sugar was used on special occasions. Wild fruit was dried 

in the sun. Blueberries and cranberries grew in abundance and would keep into the winter. 

They used marrow fat and buffalo meat taken off the bones. Eventually a cow allowed Elizabeth to make some 

butter and cheese. John bought a few chickens from the Catholic mission at St. Albert in 1866. Cooking was 

done at an open fireplace. Later an oven of stones and clay was built outside. After the Hudson’s Bay territory 

was ceded to the Canadian government in 1870, it was easier to get supplies such as sugar, bacon and canned 

goods from “outside” when more freighting was done. Most of the family garments were made by Elizabeth. 

Travellers, explorers, prospectors, adventurers, missionaries of all denominations and Hudson’s Bay officers vis-

ited the McDougall home. The daughters did not remember celebrating the Christmas of 1863 when they 

stayed in skin teepees, but they had visitors the next Christmas. Richard Hardisty, Malcolm Groat, Donald 

McDonald and Mr. Savage came from Fort Edmonton. Elizabeth cooked meat, vegetables from the garden, bar-

ley meal cake, stewed and dried fruits. After dinner, the young folk went on a sleigh ride. Visitors and family 

members were tenderly nursed. Several members of the immediate family died of smallpox at Victoria Settle-

ment in 1870. John’s first wife died in 1871. 

Elizabeth applied for a homestead in December 1885, a lot north of the Bow River at Morley. In the 1891 and 

1901 census years, Elizabeth was living with her granddaughter Augusta who was born in 1870 and worked as 

a teacher. 

The story of Elizabeth Chantler McDougall was published by Ryerson Press in 1933 in a 48-page booklet by jour-

nalist Edna Kells. Edna was the women’s editor at the Edmonton Journal 1910-1933. She retired to BC and 

died in 1947. 

Submitted by Alice Rodier 



Bishop’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


