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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, for he who comes to God must believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
Introduction: The God-kind of faith is the very faith by which the believer is called to live, walk, pray, speak, and overcome. It is the faith that pleases God, the faith that receives from God, and the faith that brings heaven’s realities into earthly circumstances. Yet this kind of faith does not begin with feelings, circumstances, or human reasoning—it begins with the Word of God.

Before faith can ever be exercised, it must be anchored. Before faith can ever be released, it must be rooted. And before faith can ever produce, it must be built on something unshakable. That foundation is the integrity of God’s Word.

In a world filled with shifting opinions, unstable emotions, and ever-changing circumstances, God has given us something eternal, unchanging, and absolutely dependable—His Word. If we are going to walk in the God-kind of faith, then we must first settle two things in our hearts:
1. God’s Word is Truth 
2. God’s Word must be first place.

Everything in the life of faith flows from these two truths. When the believer knows the integrity of God’s Word and gives that Word first place, faith becomes natural, strong, and effective. This is where the God-kind of faith begins.

I. The Word of God Must First Place 
1. [bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12]Matthew 4:3-11 The tempter came to Him and said, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took Him to the holy city and set Him on the pinnacle of the temple. “If You are the Son of God,” he said, “throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He will command His angels concerning You, and they will lift You up in their hands, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’” Jesus replied, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “All this I will give You,” he said, “if You will fall down and worship me.” “Away from Me, Satan!” Jesus told him. “For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’” Then the devil left Him, and angels came and ministered to Him.
2. Jesus Demonstrates the Priority of the Word
A. “It is written” graphó (graf'-o) to write 
B. It is a not a noun which would make the Word of God only a historical reference but instead Jesus used this word which is a verb which reveals that while it was written, it is still speaking and active. 
C. It indicates something written in the past with ongoing, unchanging authority.
D. Jesus anchors His response not in emotion, circumstance, or personal reasoning, but in the eternally established Word.
3. “Man shall not live by bread alone”
A. Bread represents natural sustenance—what the natural man depends on.
B. Jesus reveals that true life—Zóé, the God-kind of life—requires more than natural bread.
4. “But by every word that proceeds…”
A. Word: rhema — the spoken, active, always in present-tense Word of God.
B. Faith is fueled by the Word that God is speaking. (Romans 10:17)
C. The Word must be our primary Source of nourishment, direction, and decision-making.
D. “Every” word indicates that we must not have selective hearing. 
E. The Word of God is not a buffet to pick and choose.
F. There are situations that we will encounter in which we will not be equipped to handle if we have only been a casual listener of the Word.
5. The Three Temptations Reveal the Three Battlefields
A. The temptations Jesus faced in the wilderness were not random—they reveal the three primary battlefields of the human heart: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.
1) Lust of the Flesh (Hunger): The enemy tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread—to meet a legitimate need in an illegitimate way. 
a. Jesus refused to be ruled by appetite, pressure, or physical demand. He declared, “Man shall not live by bread alone.” 
b. Bread represents natural solutions, human strength, and self‑reliance. 
c. John 14:10 The words I say to you, I do not speak on My own. Instead, it is the Father dwelling in Me, performing His works.
d. Jesus shows us that true life—Zóé life—flows from the Word, not self-reliance, or having faith in our faith, or faith in our confessions, or faith in our good ideas or intentions to meet a need.
e. When the flesh pulls, we must allow Holy Spirit lead us to the Word in that instance as to what to do. 
f. God will provide but in His own way. Not in the way that you decided and then started praying and quoting Scripture to try and make it so.
2) Lust of the Eyes (Power/Testing God): The enemy tried to tempt Jesus into jumping from the temple, twisting Scripture to provoke a reckless test of God. 
a. Jesus answered, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
b. The lust of the eyes seeks proof, signs, and visible guarantees. 
c. But faith rests in God’s Word and His character, not in manipulated outcomes. 
d. The Word keeps your eyes anchored when circumstances try to pull you into fear, doubt, or presumption.
3) Pride of Life (Worldly Dominion): The enemy offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world—glory without obedience, power without submission, a crown without the suffering of the Cross. 
a. Jesus responded, "Away from me, satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only'"
b. The pride of life seeks recognition, control, and self‑exaltation. 
c. But worshipping the Lord our God dethrones self and enthrones God. 
d. The Word keeps your heart humble, surrendered, and aligned with God’s will.
6. The Word Must Be First Place Especially Under Pressure
A. Jesus did NOT argue with the enemy. He did NOT negotiate. He did NOT explain Himself. He simply declared, “It is written.” 
B. When Jesus was at His weakest, the Word was more than enough. 
C. When you face temptation, pressure, or contradiction, the Word is still enough. 
D. The God-kind of faith is impossible without a life anchored in the Word. Your victory is not in your strength—it is in the Word of Faith which you speak.
7. Use the Word as Your First Response, Not Your Last Resort
A. When confusion comes—go to the Word.
B. When temptation comes—speak the Word.
C. When decisions come—consult the Word.
D. When pressure comes—stand on the Word.
II. Confession of Faith
Father, I thank You for Your Word.
Your Word is Truth. Your Word is eternal. Your Word cannot fail. I settle it in my heart today—Your Word has absolute integrity.

I declare that the Word of God is first place in my life.
It is my final authority. I choose the Word over feelings, over circumstances, and over opinions. Your Word governs my decisions, shapes my thoughts, and directs my steps.

Your Word is alive in me.
It is active, energizing, and effective. As I meditate on the Word, revelation comes. As I speak the Word, power is released. As I act on the Word, faith is activated.

I refuse the question mark.
I cast down doubt, unbelief, and every voice that contradicts what You have spoken. My heart is filled with the Word, my mouth is aligned with the Word, and my life is producing the fruit of the Word.

I walk in the God-kind of faith.
I believe what You have said. I speak what You have said. And I see what You have said come to pass. Your Word is working in me, for me, and through me—right now. In Jesus’ Name, amen!

