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Recap:  
We have begun a new series here at HCC titled “Christmas Playlist.” 
The idea behind this series is to reflect on the deeper meaning of three songs that are commonly found in people’s “Christmas Playlist” during this time of year.  
So far, we have examined the famous Christmas carol “Oh come, Oh come Emmanuel.” In it we discovered that the longing of our hearts can only be satisfied with Jesus.  Every other thing that we try to fill our lives with will only leave us empty and void. 
Today we want to take on another famous carol which is song this time of year titled “Joy to the world.” 
We want to put ourselves in the shoes of the authors of these songs to behold what they were beholding, to grasp what they were seeing.  Ultimately, we want to know God more deeply so that He is more glorified in our lives and we are more satisfied in Him. 
"Joy to the World" is an English hymn and Christmas carol. The melody most widely paired with Watts’ text is ‘Antioch.’ 
Written in 1719 by the English minister and hymnist Isaac Watts.  However, Watts did not write this hymn as a Christmas carol, as the lyrics do not reflect the Virgin birth of Jesus, but rather they allude to Christ's Second Coming. Isaac Watts wrote the hymn as a paraphrase of the last five verses in Psalm 98
The Song is derived from scripture Psalm 96, 98 & Genesis 3
Watts believed that all people, not just choirs and professional singers, should be able to celebrate Christ’s return with joyous noise. The nations are called to celebrate because God’s faithfulness to the House of Israel had brought salvation to the world.
Albert Bailey writes, “It is one of the most joyous Christmas hymns in existence; not in the sense of merry-making but in the deep and solemn realization of what Christ’s birth has meant to mankind”
His Coming is the Source of Our Joy
In first and second stanzas, Watts writes of heaven and earth rejoicing at the coming of the King.
Stanza 1 	Ps 98
1. Joy to the world; the Lord is come;
Let Earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room,
And heav'n and nature sing.
What is the basis for Christian Joy? 
The source of Christian Joy is that Jesus has come and has accomplished what the Old Testament prophets had foretold that He would do.  Therefore, we can trust all God’s promises that will occur in time. 
Consider the Psalm from which this song derived. 
	Psalm 98:1-3
98 Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm			(Jesus is seated at the right hand of God)
    have worked salvation for him.
2 The Lord has made known his salvation; 	(Jesus is God in the flesh)
    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
    to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
At the time of the writing of Psalm 98, (which Joy to the world is based on) this was but a prophecy.  It was the hope and anticipation of the Jewish people.    Just as we are anticipating the second return of Christ. 
Like Isaac Watts we now know that Jesus has come because we have the New Testament scriptures, the synoptic gospels, the testimony of those who were martyred for the sake of the gospel, and hundreds of eye witnesses who testify that these things were so.  
· He is the Lord who was prophesied to come. 
· He is the king who is to rule the earth. 
· Jesus was God’s righteousness who was revealed to the nations. 
· God has kept His promise in sending His Son Jesus to the earth. 
His Kingdom has been established and will someday be eternally established in the new earth.  He is our God and will be our eternal God, and we are His people and we will be his people for all eternity.  We will live forever with God. This is truly the source of our joy.  We can trust that His promises are yes and amen. 
He is coming to make everything right again.  Thus, we have this longing in our hearts for eternity.  
In Psalm 98, all of creation is called upon to make a joyful noise before God, for the Lord has come to “judge the earth,” and restore His Creation. 
Isaac Watts makes the connection between the coming of Christ into this world and the beginning of that restoration. Christ brings “joy to the world,” a light where there is darkness, growth where there is decay. And we, along with all Creation, respond with a song of praise.

The Earth Will Rejoice
Stanza 2	Ps 98 & Ps 96:11-13
2. Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns;
Our mortal songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy.
This stanza is based off 
Psalm 96:11-13
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12     let the field exult, and everything in it!
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13     before the Lord, for he comes,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness,
    and the peoples in his faithfulness.
From this Psalm and second stanza in Joy to the Word, we get the impression that all creation even the earth will rejoice in the day that the Lord returns to judge the earth. 
Currently the earth is groaning.  
Romans 8:19-21
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
Some ways the earth is groaning:
· Natural disasters: An increase in major earthquakes, fires, hurricanes, landslides, tsunamis, and other natural disasters 
· Rising sea levels and extreme weather events are also considered part of this "groaning".
· Human-caused suffering:  including murder and the general decay and corruption in the world, linked to the consequences of the fall.
The "groaning" signifies a state of anticipation and longing for something greater, which in this context is interpreted as awaiting a second coming. The earth will rejoice because it will be from corruption.  
The Curse Will Be Broken
Stanza three speaks of Christ's blessings extending victoriously over the realm of sin.
Stanza 3	Ps 98 & Gen 3:17-18
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.
In Genesis 3, one of the great tragedies in all of Scripture occurs. Adam and Eve sins against God and are banished from the garden of Eden and God pronounces a curse upon them and upon the earth. 
Genesis 3
To Eve and women coming after her God said
16 “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
   in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband,
    and he shall rule over you.”
To Adam and men coming after him God said
17 cursed is the ground because of you;
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
    and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your face
    you shall eat bread,
But just as certain as there is a curse upon Adam, Eve and even the earth because of their sin, there is also a promise.  In the midst of pronouncing this curse God declares that the woman shall bear offspring that will crush the head of the serpent.  
We now know that God was making a reference to His Son Jesus who will come to break the curse, to renew the creation, to make whole what is now broken.
Let us join with Isaac Watts in celebrating and singing “Joy to the World.” 
For there is coming a time where there will be no more sin, no more sorrow, no more thorns, for he curse will be broken once and for all. 



Righteousness Will Rule
Stanza four celebrates Christ's rule over the nations."
Stanza 4
4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love.
Proverbs 29:2
When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, the people groan.
Throughout history we have seen people groan under wicked rulers.  
· The Israelites groaned under their heavy burdens put on them by the Egyptians
· And several more times under kings who did not do what was pleasing to the Lord
· They groaned in Babylonian Exile
· They groaned under the brutality of the Romans especially under Nero
· They groaned when Adolf Hitler was guilty of genocide killing over 6 million Jews.
· They groan in places like North Korea where it is illegal to be a Christian
· We groan here in the states when they pass laws that are contrary to the Word of God.
Yet we are called to have joy with the hope that we will be in His kingdom, under His rule, with His people, in His place that He has prepared for those who love Him. 
Psalm 98:9 He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.
There will be no more injustice.  There will be no more corrupt leaders.  There will be no more lack no more poverty no more war, no more senseless killings, for all things will be made right.  For He will rule the world (This includes people from all nations)
	Revelation 7:9
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,
We long for that marvelous day, this hope is what sustains our joy.  For our Joy is in Him.  Joy to the Word indeed; for the Lord has come and is coming again! May the Joy of the Lord be your strength today!
· His Coming is the Source of Our Joy
· The Earth Will Rejoice
· The Curse Will Be Broken
· Righteousness Will Rule
