


All Saints Anglican Church
6904 Lougheed Highway, Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A0
Bulletin January 19th, 2026 – January 25th, 2026




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
January 25th, 2026, Third Sunday After Epiphany
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Graham Featherstone
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Fran Froehlich/Pam Evans
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club has chosen the next book, "Amazing Grace, the life of John Newton", by Bruce Hindmarsh and Craig Borlase. It's $24.99 as a paperback on Amazon and is also available on Kindle and as an audio book for free if you have an audio membership. [image: A book cover with a ship in the water  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


Our first meeting of the New Year will be on 
Wednesday, January 14th, at 1700 (5.00pm) on Zoom. 

Please let Sheila know at sjbarker0379@gmail.com 
if you would like to join the group discussions or have 
her order a copy of the book.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. 

· Annual Vestry Meeting (AVM) on February 8th, 2026, after the service. Please be there if you are interested in the future of this church. Your involvement is vital to our success and survival.



Ministerial Meandering
Forcing it

We all know the problems of square pegs and round holes - one of three things happens; you split the peg, you enlarge the hole, or you take voluntary admission to an insane asylum.  None of these options gives you the result you were hoping for.

Recently I have felt that I have been attempting something rather akin to such a pointless pastime.  Deciding on the next step in my journey.  I mentioned a quotation by Mark Twain in my sermon this last Sunday; ‘The two most important days of your life are the day when you were born, and the day you find out why.’  I think I am still struggling with the latter.
Sheila and I spoke briefly about this - because it is, after all, an existential crisis of sorts - and she helpfully said that she thought the answer to ‘why?’, could change throughout our lives.  I wonder what you think - can it?  Do we truly have multiple raisons d’être?

It is true that we can have more than one career during our lives - as both Sheila and I have found - but from an essential point of view, are they not the same?  The basics of each has been service and teaching for both of us.
I have known (as a dog trainer) for a long time that you can teach old dogs new tricks, but I wonder if we aren’t more stubborn and obstinate than dogs in our ability to change.  Like it or not, all life involves change, and fighting that reality is a futile exercise.  Struggling to maintain the same course when the wind has shifted is just not possible in sail-boat.  The axiom is that ‘you cannot change the wind, but you can adjust the sails.’

Our plans to move on from All Saints have met with considerable resistance from many quarters, causing many  restless nights and crises of prayer.  Second thoughts will always arise, and reluctance and sadness at the thought of moving is painful to deal with.  Trying to find God’s will in all of this is not an easy task, and knowing when and where to jump feels, at present, like an impossible decision.

Moments like this affect all of us from time to time, and I know that some of you have had to take such decisions when deciding to move into Care Homes.  Younger members of our flock have similar issues to face when offered more than one place at a college or university.  Is anything ever a perfect fit?  Do we not all have to either split or trim the square peg, or enlarge the round hole to accommodate?

For me - right now - I think I’ll just wander back to the asylum.

Philip+
Truth and Reconciliation
Thank you for the very positive response to the invitation to the current Table Talks series. I had to limit the numbers in the group because it is meant to be a series of small group conversations. Several people were disappointed, so I plan to run the series a second time, probably after Christmas.
Please let me know as soon as possible at sjbarker0379@gmail.com  if you would like to join. Feel free to ask those taking part now for their feedback.
[image: Funny face outline with solid fill]A Little Chuckle…
[image: A snowman lying on snow

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Birthdays this Month [image: Birthday cake with lit colorful candles]  January

Cecil Kirksey – 3rd 					Judy Gibb – 4th
Gord Elliot – 5th					Valerie Hamilton – 29th 


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation: 

The Archdeaconry of Granville; St. Michael, Surrey – Archdeacon Louie Engnan & The Revd Christian Okeke; Holy Cross, Vancouver – The Revd Clare Morgan

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer – We Pray for:

The Most Rev. David Edwards, Metropolitan, and the people and clergy of the Ecclesiastical Province of Canada


Collect 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call; through Jesus Christ our lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Isaiah 9:1-4							 	    	Fran Froehlich	

9 1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—

2 The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
    a light has dawned.

3 You have enlarged the nation
    and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
    as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice
    when dividing the plunder.

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.		

Psalm 27:1, 5-13

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?

5 For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent
    and set me high upon a rock.

6 Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the Lord.
7 Hear my voice when I call, Lord;
    be merciful to me and answer me.
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
    Your face, Lord, I will seek.
9 Do not hide your face from me,
    do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me,
    God my Savior.
10 Though my father and mother forsake me,
    the Lord will receive me.
11 Teach me your way, Lord;
    lead me in a straight path
    because of my oppressors.
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
    for false witnesses rise up against me,
    spouting malicious accusations.
13 I remain confident of this:
    I will see the goodness of the Lord
    in the land of the living.

1 Corinthians 1:10-18							Pam Evans

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.


Matthew 4:12-23						Vicar Philip Barker

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
    Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people living in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
    a light has dawned.” 
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.


Odds and Ends

Join us in celebrating the life of
Garn Misener
Saturday, January 24th, 2026
All Saints Anglican Church
1400 (2.00pm)
Followed by snacks in the hall
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