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[bookmark: _Hlk192925640]Confession: This is my Bible, the Living Word of God. I am, what the Word says I am. I have, what the Word says I have. I can do, everything the Word says I can do, and I will do it, in Jesus Name!
Text: Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
Introduction: Every move of God in Scripture—and every breakthrough in the life of a believer—begins the same way: with the Word of God taking first place. Faith begins where the will of God is known, and the will of God is revealed in His Word. If the Word of God is not the foundation, then faith has nothing solid to stand on.

We live in a world filled with noise, opinions, and competing voices. Every day, something is trying to shape what we believe, influence how we think, and determine how we respond. But the God‑kind of faith does not grow in the soil of distraction. It grows in the soil of a heart that honors the Word—receives it, meditates on it, speaks it, and acts on it.

Jesus operated in the God‑kind of faith because He lived in perfect union with the Word. He did not treat Scripture as optional; And if we want to walk in the same results—answered prayer, supernatural peace, divine direction, and mountain‑moving faith—we must develop the same relationship with the Word.

Today we are going to look at what it truly means to let the Word take first place in our lives. Not just as something we read, but as something we live by. Not just as information, but as revelation. Not just as a Sunday activity, but as the governing authority of our decisions, our thoughts, our emotions, and our confession.

I. The Word Must Be Received
1. Proverbs 4:20–22 My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your heart; for they are life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh.
2. This passage is a blueprint for a Word-governed life—a life where faith is strong, steady, and effective. Every phrase in this passage reveals a posture of honor toward the Word. 
A. “Give attention” qashab (kaw-shab') To lean in, to give undivided focus, to prioritize above all else.
1) To “give attention” means to lean in, with intention—to give the Word your undivided focus. 
2) Faith cannot be strong where the Word is treated casually.
B. “Incline your ear” natah (naw-taw') To be stretched out, to spread, incline, to turn towards, to tune in
1) “Natah” means turning away from the noise, the opinions, the distractions, and tuning your inner ear to the voice of God.
2) Faith takes on a posture of intentional listening—turning away from or tuning out competing voices. 
3) Faith grows when the Word becomes the loudest voice in your life.
C. “Do not let them depart from your eyes”
1) What you continually look at determines what you believe.
2) The Word must prevail in your heart by becoming the dominant image you meditate on.
D. “Keep them in the midst of your heart”
1) The heart is the production center of faith.
2) Whatever fills the heart will eventually fill the mouth.
3) Whatever fills the mouth determines the fruit produced in your life.
4) A Word-filled heart produces a Word-filled life!
3. Faith begins with receiving the Word—hearing it, honoring it, and giving it first place.

II. The Word Must Dwell in You 
1. Receiving the Word is the starting point. But for faith to grow strong, the Word must move from visitation to habitation.
2. Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
A. [bookmark: _Hlk218954054]“Dwell” enoikeó (en-oy-keh'-o) to take up residence, to make itself at home, to inhabit, to live in, to be in constant intimate fellowship with.
1) The Word is not meant to be a visitor. 
2) It is meant to be the ruling authority—the permanent resident—governing your thoughts, decisions, and responses.
B. “Richly” plousiós (ploo-see'-oce) richly, abundantly, overflowing
1) A Word-poor believer, will always be a faith-poor believer.
2) The God-kind of faith requires a life saturated with Scripture—overflowing with revelation, wisdom, and spiritual understanding.
C. More than memory—transformation
1) Letting the Word dwell richly is not merely memorizing Scripture, which is good, but transformation is the goal.
2) It is allowing the Word entrance—permission—to reshape how you think, how you see, and how you respond.
D. Becoming one with the Word
1) Revelation must become action.
2) The Living Word must become alive and active in you!
3. Faith grows where the Word dwells richly—shaping your thoughts, governing your decisions, and transforming your inner life.

III. The Word Must Be Spoken and Acted Upon
1. Faith is not complete until the Word moves from your heart to your mouth and from your mouth to your actions.
2. Joshua 1:8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
A. “Shall not depart from your mouth”
1) The Word must be spoken continually—faith is voice-activated.
2) What you speak consistently becomes what you believe deeply.
B. “Meditate” hagah (daw-gaw') to meditate, to murmur, to ponder, rehearse, speak under your breath.
1) The Hebrew verb "hagah" primarily means to meditate or to ponder deeply. 
2) It conveys the idea of a thoughtful, reflective consideration, often accompanied by a low sound or murmur, as one might do when speaking softly to oneself. 
3) Meditation moves the Word from information (head) to revelation (heart).
C. “Then you will make your way prosperous…”
1) The Word produces success wherever it is given first place.
2) Faith is not accidental; it is cultivated by making the Word of God first place and final authority in your life!
3. Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
A. The Word must be first place because it is the only true Source of direction.
B. Faith cannot operate in darkness—revelation light of the Truth is required for faith!
4. John 15:7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
A. Remain: menó (men'-o) to abide, to stay, to continue, dwell, endure, be present, to stand, to wait.
B.  “Remain” could mean wherever I spend my time, my attention, my money. 
C. Many “remain” at work even when they are not at work. 
D. Are we “remaining” in sports, news, social media, outdoor activities?
E. But are we remaining in the Word?
F. What about “remaining” in our Bible?
G. What about “remaining” in His Presence, waiting upon the Lord, or having a conversation with Him? 
H. A spiritual checkup:
1) How do I start my day?
2) Where do my thoughts drift when I have a free moment?
3) What is consuming my time?
4) Is my money being spent on building the kingdom or on personal desires? Which one is taking priority?
5) Is God getting my firstfruits or my leftovers?
I. Jesus remained—and got results
1) Jesus remained in the Father and in the Word.
2) He modeled the lifestyle He expects us to follow.
3) Remaining produces answered prayer, supernatural results, and unshakable faith.
4) We all want to have our prayers answered and walk in victory but are we “remaining?” 
5. Application
A. Faith demonstrates when the Word is spoken, meditated on, and acted upon. The Word must move from information to confession to obedience.

IV. The Word of God Must Govern in Your Life
1. Faith begins where the will of God is known.
A. Faith ends at the question mark.
B. Faith cannot rise higher than the place the Word holds.
C. When the Word is optional, faith is unstable.
D. When the Word is first place, faith becomes unstoppable
2. The Word Must Govern Every Part of Life
A. Your decisions
B. Your emotions
C. Your thoughts
D. Your responses
E. Your confession
F. Your schedule
G. Your priorities
3. Fill your heart with the Word until it overflows from your mouth.
A. Faith is voice-activated. 
B. What fills the heart will fill the mouth. 
C. What fills the mouth will shape the outcome.
4. Whatever Holds First Place Determines the Strength of Your Faith
A. If circumstances hold first place, faith will waver.
B. If opinions hold first place, faith will shrink.
C. If the Word holds first place, faith will flourish.
5. Final Application
A. When the Word of God takes first place in your life, faith comes alive, speaks with authority, and produces undeniable results.


V. Confession of Faith
Father, I thank You for Your Word.
Your Word is Truth. Your Word is eternal. Your Word cannot fail. I settle it in my heart today—Your Word has absolute integrity.

I declare that the Word of God is first place in my life.
It is my final authority. I choose the Word over feelings, over circumstances, and over opinions. Your Word governs my decisions, shapes my thoughts, and directs my steps.

Your Word is alive in me.
It is active, energizing, and effective. As I meditate on the Word, revelation comes. As I speak the Word, power is released. As I act on the Word, faith is activated.

I refuse the question mark.
I cast down doubt, unbelief, and every voice that contradicts what You have spoken. My heart is filled with the Word, my mouth is aligned with the Word, and my life is producing the fruit of the Word.

I walk in the God-kind of faith.
I believe what You have said. I speak what You have said. And I see what You have said come to pass. Your Word is working in me, for me, and through me—right now. In Jesus’ Name, amen!

