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One of the great things about being a man is not needing to take drugs like Gravol.

So there we were, boarding The Beetle – a hydrofoil that was going to take Nikki and me across the Sea of Japan so we could renew our work visas.  It was raining and Nikki was concerned, so she bought Gravol.  I was confident, saved the 60 cents, and went without.  After all the hydrofoil lifts right out of the water.  You glide over 2-to-3-meter waves like they don’t exist.

And so we found our seats and settled in for the four-hour trip.  What I had failed to account for was one small detail: it was typhoon season.
…
If you’ve been with us, you know we are in a series looking at the miracles of Jesus in the Gospel of John.  And while these stories are incredible, John is clear that their main purpose isn’t to prove Jesus is powerful.  They’re signs – pointers – meant to show us who Jesus is and what He came to do.  And today’s text is one of the clearest examples of that.  But before we go any further, make a group of 3-5 with the people behind you and answer the questions on the screen.  Each person gets a minute and a half.  Go

1.) Hi, my name is _____
2.) Tell a 20 second story about a time you were out of control or really scared.  
3.) What does confidence in God mean when you are in a hard place?

If you’ve got a Bible, we’re back in John 6, where we were last week.  Last week we looked at the feeding of the 5000, but we skipped a few verses in the middle.  Those are the ones we are coming to today.  So would you stand with me.  We are in John 6 starting in verse 14.  Hear now the word of the Lord.

[Read John 6:14-25]

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated.

Walking on the water is one of Jesus’ most famous miracles.  But in John’s Gospel, it’s almost a footnote – tucked into the middle of feeding the crowd.  

So just to remind you where we were last week: Jesus sees a big crowd coming – there are 5000 men which meant about 20,000 people.  And it’s lunch time.  And so Jesus asks His disciples “How are we going to feed everyone.”  Now He already knows the answer, but He’s testing His peeps.  


And they fail.  One says, “That’s a lot of hangry.  We can’t do this.  Send them home.”  Fail.  Philip interjects with sarcasm, “It would cost 200 days wages to get everyone a snack.  Want us to get jobs?”  Fail.  Then Andrew steps up, “There’s a boy here with a great mom.  She packed him a lunch, and he’s willing to share.”  Good start, Andrew.  
But then he adds, “Of course, it’s not enough… so maybe You sneak off and eat, Jesus, and we’ll distract everyone with some singing - maybe a round of “Jesus loves me.”  Nice effort Andrew.  That’s 49%.  Close, but still a fail.

So Jesus takes the boy’s lunch, gives thanks, and feeds the crowd full.  And they notice.  And so in verse 14 we read:
After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make Him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by Himself. (John 6:14-15)

The crowd is thrilled.  Finally a solution for everything.  I mean we’ve got a broken medical system.  Right?  But we don’t even need to fix it with Jesus as King, we can just scrap the whole thing.
…
But Jesus withdrew to the mountain.  Now this is strange.  Leaders usually love crowds.  But Jesus sees something they don’t and sidesteps disaster.  See the crowd has Him wrong.  They misunderstand His power, they misunderstand His love, and as a result they can’t see their need for His grace.[footnoteRef:1]  And that’s where we’re going today. [1:  Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/the-crossing/ (Accessed January 22, 2026).  Other works consulted: JD Greear https://summitchurch.com/message/the-shortsighted-john-614-65, and J. Piper https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/twelve-baskets-of-bread-and-the-walk-on-water ] 

…
So first, the crowd had His power wrong.  So it’s an understatement to say the people saw potential in Jesus.  In verse 14 they say, “Surely this is the prophet come into the world.”  And that was the highest praise a Jew could give.  And that’s because the prophet they’re talking about is Moses.  

See Moses was the greatest leader the Jews had ever known.  He was the guy who led them out of Egypt.  He was the guy who prayed and bread rained down in the desert.  And there had never been another prophet like him.

So when Jesus starts teaching with authority and feeding people in the wilderness, the rumors begin to swirl.  Maybe this is the one Moses promised would come.  See back in Deuteronomy 18 Moses said:
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen (Deuteronomy 18:15)
	
Now it had been 1500 years since Moses, and the promised one hadn’t shown up.  Of all the prophets nobody wielded Moses’ power - not Elijah or Elisha.  And nobody was as wise as Moses – not Daniel or even Solomon.  But now here’s Jesus teaching like no one else and multiplying meals.  And so the people are excited.  “Let’s make Him king.”
Now Jesus knows exactly what they’re thinking which is why He withdraws.  Not because He lacks power, but because they profoundly misunderstand who He is.

See they’re looking for another Moses.  Someone who can meet their needs; split the sea; eradicate Rome.  Restore Israel’s glory.  But while political and social leadership matters, that vision was far too small for Jesus.  

I mean if Jesus had accepted their crown, He would have reshaped the Middle East, no doubt.  He probably would have accelerated justice, elevated women, and dismantled slavery. But two thousand years later, He would be no more relevant to us than Caesar or Genghis Khan—powerful once, forgotten now.

And as tempting as it might have been to gain power, Jesus knew that to embrace the people’s mission would mean abandoning His Father’s.

See while Jesus is the fulfillment of Moses’ prophecy, He wasn’t a reflection of Moses, Moses was a reflection of Him.  This is why in another place when the religious leaders questioned His authority, He retorted:
	“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58)

And they picked up stones to kill Him because they understood exactly what Hew as claiming.  He wasn’t saying He was as old as Abraham – which would have been incredible itself.  He was taking God’s name.  The name God revealed to Moses at the burning bush.  I AM existence itself.  

Jesus was saying “Before Abraham existed, I AM because I AM the Word through whom all things were made.  And this is the greatest claim any human has ever made.  And this is the reason He knew the crowd had completely underestimated His power.
…
Now let’s just talk about this claim for a second.  Other people have made claims to be great, but extreme claims usually get dismissed.  People who make them are written off as liars or lunatics.  But Jesus doesn’t fit those categories.  He speaks with profound wisdom and does unparalleled good.  Which leaves only one option: that what He said was true.  

And if it was true, then becoming king would have been aiming far too low.  Jesus couldn’t be lord of Rome – because He is Lord of all.  And Jesus knew that, but it’s important to John that we know it too.
…
So Jesus goes up on the mountain to pray.  Meanwhile, the disciples are crossing the Sea of Galilee – a small lake famous for huge storms.  And that’s what the disciples find themselves.  

And storms over water are uniquely terrifying.  If you’re caught in a storm on land you can find shelter, but with storms on the water you are at the mercy of the waves.
…
About an hour into our trip to Japan things changed abruptly.  A typhoon was brewing, and within minutes the rain that had been falling all day started falling sideways and the waves began to roll like I’d never seen before.  And that’s when things went south – the jets sucked in a log, and we stopped dead.

And that’s when I realized the full extent of the storm.  See our hydrofoil had three floors and we were on the second one.  But when we sunk down into the water it became obvious that the waves were over three stories high.  When we were in the trough the peek was way above the height of the ship.  And so there we sat racing up the side of one wave only to roll down into the next.

And everyone was getting sick, and people were crying.  Beside me in the isle there was a woman in a dress lying spread eagle on the floor.  And they ran out of barf bags.  
…
There is a certain kind of terror that grips you when there is nothing you can do about your circumstances.  And being in the middle of a storm at sea is one of those places.  And this is where the disciples are.  They are in trouble.  But it’s when they look up, that real fear grips them:  In verse 19 we read:
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. (John 6:19)

Why are they frightened now?  We get a hint in the word John uses for walking.  See Greek has lots of options here like we do in English.  Jesus could have been hiking over the waves or marching or clambering, but John says He was strolling or ambling completely at peace.

And that’s the moment the disciples realize Jesus isn’t a prophet like Moses; He’s the God of Moses.  He’s not just splitting the sea; He has total dominion like Job sings:
[God] alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the sea. (Job 9:8)

So the crowd wanted to make Jesus king because they thought Hew as powerful.  But Jesus wasn’t merely powerful – He is all powerful.  

But Jesus’ power wasn’t the only thing the people misunderstood, Jesus also knew they didn’t understand His love.
…
So Jesus is up on the mountain, watching His disciples struggle against forces they can’t control.  He sees them straining at the oars, rising and sinking with the waves.  And then He comes to them – walking on the storm.  They were terrified when they saw Him.  But then He speaks:
“It is I; do not be afraid.” (John 6:20)
	
Now it’s not too difficult to see what’s going on here.  Life is frightening when it moves beyond our control.  And scripture says life is like this – it’s a journey on the sea.  

So sometimes the waves are manageable. You can keep rowing. But other times storms rise that crash over the sides of the boat. Think of bereavement or illness—moments where preparation and strength mean nothing. Or relational betrayal. Or financial collapse. When these hit, you discover how quickly you’re in over your head. And in those moments, you need more than whatever’s at the bottom of your boat. Your bailer won’t save you. You need someone to come to you, strolling on the storm.

And that’s exactly how Jesus approaches. But notice—it isn’t His presence alone that brings peace; it’s His voice. They’re afraid because power by itself isn’t enough. They need power that loves them. And they don’t know that until He speaks.  “It is I; do not be afraid.”  

They don’t need to fear because they know the Storm Stroller.  They have a relationship with Him.  And it’s only after He speaks that we get verse 21:
Then they were willing to take Him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading. (John 6:21)

What’s fascinating is how John treats this miracle. Of the seven miracles he records, this is the only one he doesn’t call a sign. For John, this moment is commentary—it explains the bread miracle. Jesus hasn’t come merely to give bread to hungry people like Moses. He is the bread of life.

And that’s why John downplays the spectacle. Jesus steps into the boat, and they arrive. No drama. No spotlight. Because the point isn’t His power. It’s His love.  John wants us to see this clearly: Jesus doesn’t just rule the storm—He comes to His people in it.
…
And this brings us to the final thing Jesus knew both the disciples and the crowd had misunderstood: the costly nature of what He was really offering – His grace.

So you may have noticed there are two storm stories in the Gospels. Twice the disciples are caught on the sea in storms they cannot control. Once Jesus is asleep in the boat and calms the storm with a word. This time, He walks to them on the water and brings them through it.

Now we need both these stories to understand grace.  See Jesus deals with us differently at different times.  Sometimes when we come to Him, He calms the storm.  Many of us have stories of this – unexpected provision, healing, doors opening when there were none.  But other times, Jesus doesn’t calm the waves.  Instead, He walks with us through them.

And that’s what happened on our trip to Japan. Eventually they cleared the log from the jet and we got moving again—but the storm didn’t stop. And as confident as I had been, once my barf bag was full, I joined the line of groaning people outside the bathroom. 
Nikki, meanwhile, was having a great time. Every time I staggered back, she’d say, “Wow, look at that wave—it’s amazing!” She wasn’t nauseous, and more importantly, she wasn’t afraid. She trusted Jesus was in the boat.
…
Now hear me.  Confidence that Jesus will calm the storm our get you through it is not confidence that everything is going to turn out fine.  That isn’t the confidence Jesus promises.  

Last week we talked about Peter sleeping peacefully the night before he was supposed to be executed.  And then an angel woke him up and broke him out.  Great story!  But not all storms end that way – regardless of your level of faith.  

Years later, Peter was imprisoned again – and this time no angel came.  Church tradition tells us Peter got crucified, and since he didn’t feel worthy to die the same way Jesus did Rome crucified him upside down.  But even then, Peter died singing because he knew the Storm Stroller was right there with him.  That’s abundant life.

And so even when you pray, sometimes you’ll still lose the job. Sometimes people you trust will walk away. Sometimes sickness will take someone you love—and one day it will take you too. But if you belong to Jesus, you’ll know He hasn’t failed you. Because Jesus doesn’t promise an easy life. He promises an abundant one.  And this is what the feeding is all about.  In verse 27 Jesus says:
Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life (John 6:27)

The life Jesus promises is eternal zoe –not just life that lasts forever, but an eternal life that starts now and is of such an abundant quality that it is totally unaffected by suffering, loss, or even death itself.  

And that’s the source for our confidence in the storm.  So the question is this: when the waves are crashing over your boat, are you confident that the One who calmly strolls across the storm is with you—whether He calms your storm or chooses to carry you through it?  If you know that Jesus, then no matter how things turn out, you can live in the abundant zoe He offers.
…
But how can Jesus offer that kind of confidence?  It’s because of His costly grace.  See when Jesus gets to the boat He says 
	“It is I; don’t be afraid.” (John 6:20) 

That’s nice in English, but in Greek it’s way stronger.  Jesus says, “I AM; don’t be afraid.”  In other words, I AM not just one who strolls on the water, I AM the One who spoke the universe into existence.  And because of who I AM, I can tell you not to fear.
…
Now this is a complex statement.  On one hand it’s obvious that if God is with you in the storm, and He loves you, then you are safe, but it’s not quite as easy as that.  See throughout the Old Testament every time God drew near His people were in danger.  
At the burning bush God didn’t say “Don’t be afraid.”  He said, “Take off your shoes you’re on holy ground.”  In other words, “I AM not like you.  I’m holy and you’re sinful. And sinful people cannot survive in the presence of a holy God.  

But something has changed.  Now God comes near in grace.  How?

Well, it’s because Jesus knew He wasn’t just another prophet like Moses, He was also another prophet like Jonah.  In Luke 11 He says:
For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. (Luke 11:30)

Now you remember how that story goes.  Jonah was running from God and ended up getting thrown into a storm because of his sin, and the sea became calm.  

Well Jesus knew one day He would be thrown into a far greater storm, but not for His sin, but for ours.  Unlike Jonah Jesus would go in obedience to the mission His Father had given.  And so at the cross He would get what we deserved so we could enter the peace with God we were created for.  That’s costly grace.  

And because Jesus took that storm for you, you can be confident that He will not abandon you in any storm you’re in right now.  

So if I ever the Beetle again, I’m definitely taking a Gravol – so I can enjoy the power of the storm.  And similarly, wherever you find yourself, you can trust this: The Storm Stroller isn’t just more powerful than you can imagine, He loves you, and if you entrust yourself to Him, then when the waves crash over your boat – whatever those waves look like – you will be able to sing, just like Peter.  
