“RETURN UNTO ME”
Jeremiah 3:12-15, 19, 22

A. The Problem of the Backslider. (vs. 1-11)
     Question: What does it mean to backslide?
     Answer: The word “Backsliding” is an Old Testament word.
     Fact: The word “Backsliding” itself means: “Disloyalty”. 
               It refers to gradual decline in one's spiritual life.
     Fact: “God is married to the Backslider” means:
We were created to be married to the Lord (at salvation) 
and we can't be truly happy, secure and protected until 
we are one with our husband (the Lord).
     Question: Do we really suffer when we backslide from God?
     Answer:   Verse 3, “Therefore the showers have been 
                       withhold from you”. 
     Question: What does this have to do with me?
     Answer: God doesn't want one of us to be on the decline 
                    — but on the incline.

B. The Pulling of the Backslider. (Vs. 12-14, 22)
     Question: What does the Lord do to a backslider?
     Answer:   He begs them to return!
     Question: Why does He beg them to return?
     Answer:   Because the only remedy for backsliding is
                      returning to God!
     Question: What does God tell Jeremiah?
     Answer:   Proclaim the message of grace to the North.

C. The Promise to the Backslider. (vs. 14-19)
     Question: What happens when we humbly accept God's diagnosis 
                       of our need?
     Answer:   Verse 22, “Return and I will heal your backslidings”.
     Question: What do you enjoy when you return unto the Lord?
#1. Removal of all guilt and consciousness of sin.
#2. Restored purity of heart before a Holy God.[image: ]
#3. Renewed joy as in the days of initial conversion.
#4. Refreshing of communion with God in prayer.
#5. Restoration of a healthy self-image because of you 
      are in God.
#6. Resistance of future temptations the devil sends your way.[image: ]
#7. Reassurance that comes with readiness for the 
      coming of the Lord.
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