Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL
Third Sunday after Epiphany _) *

.
January 25, 2026 € s
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Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in I
the pews.

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, A4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate One,

C We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven
others as we have been forgiven. We have been angry, selfish, and dishonest.
Forgive us, Lord. Help us to love you more than anything else and to love
others the way you love us.

Amen.

P Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned.
Happy is the one whom the Lord does not accuse of doing wrong and who is free
from all deceit. As a called and ordained minister, I proclaim to you God’s
forgiveness. In Him, you are set free. In the name of the Father, and of the * Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Peace: As baptized and forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and
peace with one another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.



Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” | Red Book #582
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of  light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as  the church’s ver - vy life;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er work-ing through the church’s min - is - ftry;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o’er a worldof gloom and night;
Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er striv-ingthroughus in a cease - less strife;
quick-"ning, strength-'ning, and ab-solv-ing, set - ting cap-tive sin - ners free;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er form-ing in the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to  soul
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liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir-it, you we praiseand mag - ni - fy.
you we praise with end - less wor-ship for your gifts and fruits un - priced.
in com-mu - nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-19309, alt.
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,
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Lord,

have
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cy.

let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.
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1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Iu-ia. Al-1le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

First Reading — Isaiah 9:1-4 | Pew Bible #553

! There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former

time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light
has shined. * You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. * For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of
their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

P The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to
seek God | in the temple.

5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places
of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.

6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will
sing and make music to the Lord.

7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.

8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O Lord, I will
seek.

9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me
not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.



Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 | Pew Bible #923

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that
you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? 141 thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so
that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone
else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its
power. 18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

P The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



Gospel Reading — Matthew 4:12-23 | Pew Bible #779

C Glory to you, O Lord

2Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. '* He
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, ' so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled: '° “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— !¢ the people who sat in darkness have
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.” '” From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” '8 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net
into the sea—for they were fishers. ' And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of people.” 2° Immediately they left their nets and followed

him. ' As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and
he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among
the people.

C Praise to you, O Christ
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Sermon Hymn: “Will You Come and Follow Me” | Red Book #798
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you g0 where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus TI'll move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.. agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God,” please

respond, “receive our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit E E

ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. -"-;ﬁh.
et

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website EE

with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during

communion.
Faith Lutheran website link

www.shareourfaith.org

Offering Prayer
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together” | Red Book #471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Hymn: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” | Red Book #815
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11 want to walk as a child of the light. I want to
2 I want to see... the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. [ want to
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fol - low Je - sus. God set the stars to give
look at Je - sus. Clear Sun of righ - teous-ness,
be with Je - sus. When we have rtun. ... with
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration
Dismissal
A Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23628




