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Change! We seem to be naturally adverse to it!
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Change (for the good) is hard work! It challenges us and takes us outside of our comfort zone.
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Change robs us of our security. Change for the worse requires no effort, but progress calls for
initiative and intent.
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Yet, we must admit that, like it or not, change is inevitable. The only question is: will | manage change
or be “managed” by it?
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It is true that our God ‘s the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb.13:8) because He is
perfect and complete. Change is not required!
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But we must not use this truth as an excuse to balk against change as His child.
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Last week we noted the Apostle Paul’s challenge to us to change individually, using the metaphor of
“looking up” to God, “putting off” the old self, and “putting on” the new (Colossians 3).
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We must keep in mind that our responsibility to change and be molded into the image of Christ goes
beyond ourselves. It also impacts our church.
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Who is the “church™? | am the church. You are the church.
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Based on our faith and having been “born again” in Christ, we are the church.
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The church is every Christian, and every Christian is the church. The Apostle Paul metaphorically
calls us “the body of Christ”.
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As he puts it: “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” (1Cor.12:27)
reminding us of this important truth: the church is not an organization, but an organism.
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The church is alive with the life of Christ, breathed into us by the Holy Spirit as represented by the
‘blowing...wind” that “ﬁl/ed the whole house” on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:2).
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Thus, it follows, that if we want our church (or The Church) to change for the better, we must be open
to God changing each of us!
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We noted last week that change in action begins and grows out of change of attitude. When our way
of thinking and our perspective improves, actions usually follow.
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Let’s consider four “attitudes” that can move us in the direction of change for the good individually and
particularly, as a church.
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1. A change from a “serve us” attitude to an attitude of service.
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The church has struggled with this question for two millennium: “does the church exist to serve its
members or its non-members?”
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Do we exist to serve each other, or to serve those in our wider community and world?
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The answer is “yes”. As a church we have both the responsibility as well as the privilege of serving
each other.
BERE WEEL” o AENES, FABRE SR IREF 5T T SR AL
Our church should be a place where we find comfort and where we “carry each other’s burdens”
(Gal.6:2).
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Our church should be a community where we find encouragement, friendship, and assistance.
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We are directed to “consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” and to
“encourage one another.” (Heb. 10:24.)
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The First Church is our model. Luke tells us in Acts chapter 2 that this was a church that was
“devoted to fellowship” and radically “sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had
need.”
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But it is important to note that this was an attitude of service, not a “serve us” attitude.
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The first Christians understood that they were to share with all people regardless of their affiliation
or none at all, as Jesus dramatically taught them (and us) as He washed the disciples feet at the
Last Supper:

AR EAER A, AN 2 5 A N A5, o 7 A5 AT A 5% B A JE A5 A — 1E i HR R
FE B Ja R th O I AE BRI, [ ftAl] (A1) FrfE A3

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you
understand what | have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘“Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and
rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another’s feet. | have set you an example that you should do as | have done
for you. (John 13:12-15)
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The Apostle Paul modeled this as he followed Jesus.
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He put it this way in his letter to the Ephesian Christians: “In everything | did | showed you that by

this kind of hard work we must help the weak remembering the words of the Lord Jesus himself

who said ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive”. (Acts 20:35).
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Paul reminded the church that “Christ himself”, as the Head of the Church, “gave the apostles,

prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers” not only for the purpose of serving the members

through pastoral care, teaching, and training in disciple making, but also to “equip his people for

works of service”. (Eph.4:11-12)
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Our church will improve and be more effective in the world, when we are focused on “service” and

not just “serve us”!
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2. A change from impressing from a distance to impacting up close.
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Have you had the opportunity to tour the magnificent and awe-inspiring cathedrals of Europe?
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They are impressive, but, sadly, most are only filled with transient tourists. They are museums of a
past way of life.
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| am afraid the same is happening with churches across Canadal!
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And this trend will continue until we move beyond “impressing from a distance” and start “impacting
up close™
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The only one on earth who had the right to impress from a distance was Jesus.
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The glorious King of Kings could have arrived on a mountaintop and called us to come to him, but
instead He insisted on becoming “one of us”, getting up close and personal!
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Consider, for example, Jesus’ healing of the paralytic at the pool of Bethesda recorded in John
chapter 5.
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Here we find Jesus wading among a great number of disabled people...the blind, the lame, and the
paralyzed” until He fixed his attention on one who had “been an invalid from thirty-eight years”.
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This long-suffering and hopeless man was impacted by Jesus in a way that he could never have
imagined:
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“Then Jesus said to him ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk’. At once the man was cured. He picked
up his mat and walked.” What a shocking contrast this was to the “religionists” who were there that
day, standing at a distance, offering only legalistic critique: “The day in which this took place was the



Sabbath and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who been healed, ‘It is the Sabbath; the law
forbids you to carry your mat.” (5:10)
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How sad that they were so bound by their religion and “man-made rules” that they could not share the
joy of the once paralyzed man.
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This is not the kind of church we want to be!
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Instead of standing a safe distance from the world, criticizing and judging, attempting to impress or
control by our piety, we want to move out into the messy fray of real life and offer the healing and
hopeful touch of our Saviour.
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3. A change from watching the service to worshipping the Saviour.
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In far too many North American evangelical churches attendees have been relegated to mere
spectators.
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It is implied that a “good” church member sits quietly in their comfortable pew, rooting on the
“‘professionals” and “gifted ones” as they put on the weekly “show” - and of course occasionally
dropping a few dollars in the offering!

MATERN “4F7 B BUOARNZ Z 2 g e e R & Kk b, JvERR B 3R 1 “Bl AL e
ARG R0, BRIE BT 2R B LR !

Jesus taught us that worship is not a “spectator sport” tied to a particular venue.
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In His day the Jews were in a contentious argument with their cousins the Samaritans regarding the
proper venue for God-accepted worship.
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We see this in Jesus’ fascinating conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, when she
inquires of Jesus: “Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” (In.4:20)
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In response Jesus shows that the woman is missing the point and failing to grasp an important truth:
“a time is coming and has now come when true worshippers will worship the father in the spirit and in
truth.” (23)
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So much worship in the North American church today has become simply a “show”, and we feel we
cannot worship unless we have a particular spectacle.
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But Jesus is offended with this idea. Worship that is pleasing to God and transformational for us is not
focused so much on place as it is on the experience made possible through the Holy Spirit and our
sincere desire to know and live in the truth.
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Worship is an action empowered by an attitude of humility, trust, and thanksgiving.
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True, sincere, and Spirit-empowered worship will change us and change our world.
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This is the kind of worship we desire and need. It is participatory, real, profound, and powerful.
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Worship, then, is not something we “attend”, it is an experience we are invited into by the Holy Spirit.
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4. A change from a comfort to a combat mindset.
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Naturally, we want a church that is comfortable. A church that is safe, welcoming, and familiar. A
church that feels like home.
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Jesus famously declared: “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest
for your souls, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30).
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Yet, if we go back just one chapter in Matthew’s gospel, we find Jesus announcing this: “Do not
suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to bring peace but a sword.”
(10:34).
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How do we align these seemingly contradictory statements?
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We must understand the latter statement in context.
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In the tenth chapter of Matthew we find Jesus sending out his disciples to “make disciples” and to call
others to radical discipleship, while proclaiming the gospel of peace and offering peace with God
through Jesus Christ.
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Jesus was a man of peace with a peaceful message, yet as he sought to obey His Heavenly Father
and carry the good news to all, he often found himself in conflict and controversy.
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He warned his disciples: if the world hates you keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belong to the
world it would love you as its own. As it is. you do not belong to the world but | have chosen you out of
the world. That is why the world hates you (John 15:18-19).
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Radically following Jesus puts us in conflict with Satan and, at times, with his unwitting servants. There
will be a price to pay if we insist on doing that which is right and good in a fallen world.
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Thus, the Apostle Paul instructs us to “put on the armour of God”. (Eph.6), not our pajamas!
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Sometimes we must step out of the comfort and into the conflict.
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And who are we battling? Not each other, but sin, injustice and unrighteousness in ourselves and in
our world.
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It's time for a change in Christ’s church!
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A change from a “serve us” attitude to a service attitude; a change from impressing from a distance to
impacting up close; a change from watching the service to worshipping the savior; a change from
comfort to a combat mindset.
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How does God change His church?
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By changing you and me.
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Jesus is in the change business!
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Paul declares: And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
(2Cor.3:18).
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Are you ready for Jesus to change you?
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