Building Your Foundation on the Word of God
Fasting and Prayer *Food and Media* Prayer**21 Days* 
Psalm 1
1 Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2  but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
3  He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6  for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
the Lord holds them in derision.

Which Version of Bible
You can read any version of the bible you would like, there are many translations, and some prefer readability and others prefer precision.  I think the ESV (English Standard Version) offers a good mix of both.  It’s a word for word translation and is quite a process.  New Living and NIV are phrase for phrase translations.  The Message version is best read as commentary but they are a retelling of the translation.
How and Why Read the Whole Bible
Ice cream Story Why Reading the Whole Bible is Important (Story of Felicia)
Time:  Set a Time for It (morning) You can not pour out something that is empty.
Location:  A spot that is just for you and God.
Process:  Prioritize this Time (About 12 Minutes and 8 minutes of Video)
Mindset:
	•	What is the Context? 
	•	Who wrote this book? 
	•	Why did they write it?  
	•	What Did God Say?
	•	What Did God Do?
	•	Why Did God Do It?
	•	What Did I learn About God?
	•	What is it saying about God?
Hermeneutics Rules
	•	Scripture Interprets Scripture
	•	Interpret unclear passages in the light of clear passages (Descriptive or Prescriptive)
	•	Read it as it was meant to be read
We need to love the Bible not just read it!  The bible is meant for you to know God!
We have to look for Him in All Scripture.  Press through when it gets hard.
Job 6-9
The story is set in a land far away from Israel, Uz, and Job is not even an Israelite, and the author is anonymous and has no real clear picture of when it takes place in ancient history.  The author clearly wants us to take interest in the story and understand the questions raised by suffering.
The book has a clear literally design.  Hebrew poetry between Job and his four friends.  It has an opening and beginning.  Then God gives a series of poetic speeches that correctly put Job back in his place. 
The prologue introduces us to Job who is blameless.  And we are transported to heaven and almost a court scene where “Satan” the accuser ask to test Job and the Lord allows.  Now in order to say yes, that mean full authority belongs to God, and this suffering that takes place is sifted through his hands.  Job never explains the reasoning for the suffering (and good people suffer, just that it happened. And in the process Job goes through two natural disasters, and two disasters created by man.
The ultimate reasoning for Jobs suffering is simply never revealed.
So his three friends (all non Israelites) represent the best of ancient thinking about God, suffering, and human condition.  Job speaks, then a friend, then Job, then a friend, and so on and so forth. This is the principle that they believe that if you are good and righteous that God will reward and if your are evil and stupid God will punish you.  
Today we pick up in the rollercoaster of emotions that is Job.
Today he is listening to bad advice from his second friend.  This pain is not the result of sinful actions.  Sometime life is just hard and people have sinned against you.  Sometimes the results are a part of a fallen world.  Job’s friends were attacking him in the middle of his grief.
Mercy: Don’t get what you deserve
Grace:  When you get what you don’t deserve
Job had done nothing wrong.  God is powerful.  And God is intimate.  
 Job Replies: There Is No Arbiter
9 Then Job answered and said:
2 “Truly I know that it is so:
    But how can a man be in the right before God?
3 If one wished to contend with him,
    one could not answer him once in a thousand times.
4 He is wise in heart and mighty in strength
    —who has hardened himself against him, and succeeded?—
5 he who removes mountains, and they know it not,
    when he overturns them in his anger,
6 who shakes the earth out of its place,
    and its pillars tremble;
7 who commands the sun, and it does not rise;
    who seals up the stars;
8 who alone stretched out the heavens
    and trampled the waves of the sea;
9 who made the Bear and Orion,
    the Pleiades and the chambers of the south;
10 who does great things beyond searching out,
    and marvelous things beyond number.
11 Behold, he passes by me, and I see him not;
    he moves on, but I do not perceive him.
12 Behold, he snatches away; who can turn him back?
    Who will say to him, ‘What are you doing?’
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What is in the Old Testament Concealed is in the New Testament Revealed
Everyone knows about context. When someone gets a long email from a friend, they never skip the first five paragraphs and then only read the third sentence in the sixth paragraph. Why not? They wouldn’t know what their friend is talking about. Instead, they would begin at the beginning and read all the way through. For some reason, however, the same person will pick up the word of God, skip the first five chapters of the letter to the Galatians, and read only a verse (or two). All I’m suggesting is that people apply what they already practice in everyday life to Bible reading.
Everyone knows about history. Eighteen years ago, there were news articles about 54,000 US military troops and military personnel being deployed to Louisiana and Mississippi. Was it a coup? Was it to defend against an invasion? If you performed even a rudimentary internet search or asked anyone who lived in that area at that time, the answer would be obvious. The Marines and National Guard were mobilized in 2005 as an emergency response to hurricane Katrina that caused widespread flooding, fires, and civil unrest. Understanding that history will explain why news sites wrote about the military deployment on US soil.  If it makes sense to understand the history behind a report written during modern times, why would it not make even more sense to investigate why reports were written in the Bible over 2,000 years ago. All I’m suggesting is that people apply what they practice in modern times to texts found in the Scriptures.
Everyone knows about genre. If a sports headline reads, “Cowboys Shoot Down Eagles,” everyone knows that men with revolvers didn’t shoot any birds. We all recognize that sports news is written in a particular literary style, where teams are often named after people (e.g. Cowboys, 49ers, etc.) and animals (e.g. eagles, dolphins etc.). No one is confused. For some reason, however, the same people who understand that news headlines are written in different literary styles, ignore the different literary styles of Scripture. They mistakenly read proverbs and interpret them as promises, for example. The Bible, however, is written in at least eight different literary styles, each of which has its own interpretive principles. All I’m suggesting is that people apply their understanding of modern literary styles to the different literary styles (genres) of the Bible.
	•	What is the author talking about in the surrounding text (context)?
	•	What is the historical occasion for why the author wrote (history)?
	•	What literary style is the passage written in (genre)?




Building on a Firm Foundation
Matthew 7:24-27, which compares a wise person to someone who builds their house on a rock, signifying that a strong foundation is crucial to withstand storms; other verses include: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 where it states that Jesus Christ is the only foundation, and Psalm 127:1 which says "unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.". 
It’s not to say storms won’t come in 2025
There will be trials in 2025, there were trials in 2024
There will be unexpected tribulations, there were in 2024
Not everything will be smooth sailing 
But your plans in 2025 must be to build you life on a Firm Foundation.
Determine in 2025 “Lord you are Building my House.
That can be for you personally, 
that can be for your family, legacy, generations.
What you do in the small things in 2025 will determine the outcome.
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