The REFINING Ways of the Lord
Through affliction Isaiah 48:10 This one is why we sometimes joke about not wanting to go through the refining process. 
Job 23:10 When he has tried me I shall come forth as gold 
Fire of judgement Isaiah 1:25 
Malachi 3 fire of his judgement 
1 Peter 1: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance  and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
The Refiner’s Revelation 
What will God reveal in us if we respond to Him?
Rev 2-3 give a call to respond to the refiner
JESUS, THE REFINER
Revelation 1: 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;
Revelation 19: 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He [e]had a name written that no one knew except Himself.
Psalms 11: 4 The Lord is in His holy temple, The  Lord’s throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.
Allow the Lord to address you as He did the seven churches. Submit yourself to the refining of the Lord. 
1.) RELIGIOUS SPIRIT MUST BE CONSUMED
Rev. 2: 1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.
· Right behavior, wrong perspective 
· Discernment without devotion; knowledge without affection 
· A religious spirit stops at behavior…..we are being called to return to a worship that goes beyond behavior ----- remember, repent, do the first works
· Remember: Greek denotes RESPONSE; first works—stoke the fires of devotion, private worship, prayer, meditation on His goodness, inescapable gratitude. 
· A loveless church will be removed from a place of influence. 

2.) FEAR MUST BE CONSUMED 
Rev. 2: (church of Smyrna) 9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’
*loveless church received an ultimatum; the persecuted church received a promise. 
· The eyes of the Lord will overcome the schemes of man. Do not fear fake people with impure motives. GOD KNOWS 
· Endurance will overcome suffering. Do not fear suffering. Faithfulness must take priority over comfort.
· Faithfulness will overcome fear. Do not fear death. The crown of life must take priority over any length of life. 


