My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study, with these goals in mind.  

· When you hear the word “joy”, what you do you most often connect it to – feelings, circumstances, or purpose?  Why?
· Read Philippians 3:1-11 aloud.  
Verse 1
· Why does Paul repeat the command to rejoice?
· How does joy in the Lord act as a safeguard for believers?
· Where do you instinctively look for joy when things are going well?  

Verses 2-6
· What does “confidence in the flesh” look like today?
· Why can good spiritual habits become dangerous when looked to for joy?
· What spiritual achievements tempt you to feel secure apart from Christ?

Verses 7-8
· Why does Paul call former “gains” a loss?
· How does knowing Christ redefine success?
· What competes with Christ for your sense of value?

Verse 9
· Why can’t earned righteousness sustain joy?
· How does receiving righteousness (grace) change the way we live?

Verses 10-11
· Why does Paul connect joy with suffering?
· How does resurrection hope strengthen joy now?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Spend some time praying with and for one another in your small group, focusing on how you can implement the simple, three step outreach strategy of Prayer—Care–Share this week.  Who is your One? Pray that Focus Church will reach the lost in our community as together we strive and thrive to know Christ and make Him known. 

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.




Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, January 18
9am – Adult Sunday School – A study of Matthew
10am – Worship Celebration (Children’s Church through 4th grade)
Sermon series:  “Joyful Living” (Philippians)

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.


TODAY’S MESSAGE, JANUARY 18, 2026
SERIES: Joyful Living
“Joy In The Lord” (Philippians 3:1-11) 
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor  

1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3:1-11, ESV)


Joy has an Address (v. 1)



1. Joy in the Lord guards us from _________________________
    _________________________ (vs. 2-3)











2. Joy in the Lord exposes the _____________________________
    _________________________ (vs. 4-6)









3. Joy in the Lord replaces ________________________________
    _________________________ (vs. 7-8)









4. Joy in the Lord rests in a _______________________________
    _________________________ (v. 9)









5. Joy in the Lord deepens through _________________________
    _________________________ (vs. 10-11)
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