· Welcome
· Prayer
· LaDonna / Luis and Minas family / Alyssa and family / Krysti and Tom McCaffery / Micheal & Amanda

· Communion video
· Matthew 26:26-28
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins."


Out With the Old, In with the New
Isaiah 43:18–19; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:22–24; Philippians 3:13–14
1/4/26


In Jan of last year we looked at how to thrive in 25. In September, we re-evualted where we may be thus far in the year...whether we have allowed God to become more and us less, or visa-versa. 

Every new year, we hear the phrase: *“Out with the old, in with the new.” Closets get cleaned, calendars get replaced, and resolutions get made. But Scripture reminds us that God isn’t just interested in changing our schedules, He wants to transform our hearts.

God specializes in new beginnings. He is not a God who merely renovates the old; He makes **all things new**. The question is not whether God wants to do something new in us—but whether we are willing to let go of what’s old so we can receive it.


1. Let Go of the Old Things Behind You
· Isaiah 43:18
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.” (NIV)

God’s command is clear: “Don’t live looking backward.”  The past can become a prison if we let it define us. Some are held by past failures, others by past successes, regrets, or wounds.
· Old failures can produce shame
· Old victories can produce pride
· Old hurts can produce bitterness

None of those position us to walk into God’s future. You cannot step fully into what God is doing next while clinging to what He has already brought you through.
 

2. Recognize That God Is Doing Something New
· Isaiah 43:19
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” 

God’s new work often begins quietly, before we recognize it. The danger is not that God stops working; it’s that we stop “perceiving”.

Sometimes we miss God’s new thing because:
· We expect Him to work the same way as before
· We’re comfortable with the familiar
· We’re afraid of change

But God doesn’t repeat seasons. He redeems them and moves us forward.

3. Embrace Your New Identity in Christ
· 2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!

The greatest “new” God offers isn’t a better version of your old life. It’s a “new life” altogether.

When you are in Christ:
· Your past no longer defines you
· Your mistakes no longer disqualify you
· Your identity is rooted in grace, not guilt

You don’t have to keep wearing labels God has already removed.


4. Put Off the Old, Put on the New
· Ephesians 4:22–24 
22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.

New life requires intentional choices. We must “put off”:
· Old habits
· Old mindsets
· Old reactions
· Old language

And “put on”:
· Truth
· Righteousness
· Godly character

Transformation doesn’t happen by accident; it happens by surrender.


5. Press Forward, Not Backward
· Philippians 3:13b
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on.

Paul didn’t deny the past, he refused to live in it. Faith is forward-facing.
· God’s best is not behind you.
· Your calling is not behind you.
· Your purpose is not behind you.

“Out with the old. In with the new.”


Closing:
God is inviting you today to release what no longer belongs in this next season.
· Release the old failures
· Release the old fears
· Release the old ways of thinking

You don’t have to create the new, God already has. You just have to say yes. Step into the new life He has prepared.
· Revelation 21:5 
Behold, I am making all things new.

Prayer
Lord, help us to let go of what was, so we can fully receive what You are doing now. Give us eyes to see, hearts to trust, and courage to walk forward in faith. In Jesus’ name,  Amen.
