"Our Compassionate Shepherd Ruler"
Matthew 2:6

Merry Christmas Beloved!
· The story of Christmas is the story of a great reversal.
· Those who were far off were brought near.
· That which was small was made great.
· Those who were poor were made rich.

Reading of God’s Word 
2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.


The Preaching of God’s Word
1. Those who were far off were brought near (vs. 1-4).
a. The angel announced to Joseph that Mary was with child.  
i. The good news of great joy is that “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21).
1. Then gospel of Matthew does NOT include:
a. The birth of John the Baptist
b. Zechariah’s Prophecy
c. The Shepherds and the Angels
d. Simeon’s response to Jesus presented at the Temple
e. Anna’s joy at seeing the redemption of Jerusalem
b. Instead, there is a contrast between Herod the king and the wise men for the east.
i. Regarding location, 
1. Herod is in Jerusalem… 6 miles from Bethlehem.
2. The Wise men were in Babylon… 550 or up to 800 miles from Bethlehem.
ii. In view of religion…
1. Herod was an Idumean… a descendant of Esau.
a. He would have heard the promises to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.
b. He was surrounded by the assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people (vs. 4).
2. Wise men[footnoteRef:1] were from the Gentiles. [1:  Wise men, or Magi (μάγοι). Wycliffe renders kings. A priestly caste among the Persians and Medes, which occupied itself principally with the secrets of nature, astrology, and medicine. Daniel became president of such an order in Babylon (Dan. 2:48). The word became transferred, without distinction of country, to all who had devoted themselves to those sciences, which were, however, frequently accompanied with the practice of magic and jugglery; and, under the form magician, it has come to be naturalized in many of the languages of Europe. Many absurd traditions and guesses respecting these visitors to our Lord’s cradle have found their way into popular belief and into Christian art. They were said to be kings, and three in number; they were said to be representatives of the three families of Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and therefore one of them is pictured as an Ethiopian; their names are given as Caspar, Balthasar, and Melchior, and their three skulls, said to have been discovered in the twelfth century by Bishop Reinald of Cologne, are exhibited in a priceless casket in the great cathedral of that city.
Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 1 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 19–20.] 

a. The magi were those focuses on astronomy (noticing stars)…. And astrology (secret sciences)… the very things outlawed in Deuteronomy.
i. How many were there?
1. We don’t know. 
a. Chrysostom thought there were 14.
b. Some thing there are three due to the gifts mentioned in verse 11.
2. Were they kings?
a. Probably not… 
i. Psalm 72:10 says…  May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands
    render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba
    bring gifts!
b. But those regions are west and south… not east.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John Calvin, Commentary on the Harmony of the Evangelists, 129.] 

b. Perhaps the ministry of Daniel still resonated in the halls of magi (Dan. 1:-6)… perhaps the prophecy of Balaam still lingered in the air of magicians (Num. 22-24)[footnoteRef:3]… [3:  Num. 24:17ff - 17 I see someone who is not here now. I look at someone who is not nearby. A star will come from Jacob. A scepter will rise from Israel. He will crush the heads of the Moabites and destroy all the people of Sheth.
18 Edom will be conquered, and Seir, his enemy, will be conquered. So Israel will become wealthy. 19 He will rule from Jacob and destroy whoever is left in their cities.”] 

i. One thing is clear… they see the star.
1. Rom. 1:19ff - 19 What can be known about God is clear to them because he has made it clear to them. 20 From the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly observed in what he made. As a result, people have no excuse.
iii. In view of response…
1. Herod… Herod the Great… the builder of temples… palaces… and playgrounds…[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ESV Study Bible – “Herod the king (also commonly Herod I or Herod the Great) ruled Israel and Judah 37–4 B.C… He ruled firmly and at times ruthlessly, murdering his own wife, several sons, and other relatives. He was a master builder who restored the temple in Jerusalem and built many theaters, cities, palaces, and fortresses. Herod’s building programs included his palace at Jericho, the fortresses of Herodium, Machaerus, Sebaste, and Masada, the harbor and city of Caesarea Maritima (see note on Acts 8:40), and especially the Jerusalem temple (cf. John 2:14). He also financed structures (including pagan temples) throughout the Roman Empire—e.g., at Antioch (cf. Acts 11:19), Nicopolis (cf. Titus 3:12), and Athens (cf. Acts 17:16). Herod, ravaged by disease, died in his palace at Jericho (see note on Luke 19:1) and was buried at Herodium (Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 6.168–181). Excavations at Herodium since the 1960s have revealed the circular palace-fortress built atop its mountain, as well as the monumental buildings and huge pool below; in 2007 the excavator announced the discovery of Herod’s mausoleum and sarcophagus.”] 

a. Who ruled over Jerusalem for decades…
i. He is terrified.
2. The wise men… the unnamed people… who go done in history for this one moment…
a. Who saw how the TRUE Ruler commanded planets… constellations… asteroids… meteors… and this star to move at his bidding….
i. They worship.
iv. SUM:  Those who were far off were brought near.
c. POINT:  Compassionate God grants hearts to seek.
2. That which was small was made great (vs. 5-11a).
a. The scribes and chief priests are called and relay to Herod… that the king od the Jews was prophesied to be born in Bethlehem.
i. But there is a unique phrasing… or twist… a reversal.
1. Centuries before… the Prophet Micah recorded God’s words as the military scene described the people in absolute helplessness… but that a powerful Shepherd would rescue the flock of Israel.
a. Micah 5:2 - But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
    from ancient days.
i. Clarifying… A Rand-McNally map would not even have you as a dot on their map…
ii. When that prophetic word is communicated to Herod it is paired with 2 Samuel 5:2.
1. ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.’”
a. So when the magi ask… the answer is…
i. 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
iii. The small… insignificant speak on the map becomes the prophesied place of royalty.
1. The Word of God shift the status of the town.
a. The presence of the Good Shepherd takes that which is small and makes it great.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Timothy Laniak in Shepherds after My own Heart – “Matthew understands the statement of Bethlehem’s small status in Micah 5:2 as an ironic declaration of its significance in God’s plan.  The theme of the ‘least’ (elachistos) is important in Matthew (cf. 25:40,45).] 

b. The greatness of the moment is:
i.  … not understanding the signs
1. As Herod learned about the timing of its appearance.
ii. … not from leveraging positions.
1. As Herod tried to entice the wise men toward his agenda…
iii. … but it is from following the compassionate Shepherd’s ways…
1. And the Gentiles… rejoicing exceedingly with great joy in the revelation of the true Shepherd of Israel.
c. That joy comes… by faith alone.
i. The men travel the six miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem.
1. There they met the child.
a. Most commentators take this story as a time when Christ would have been 1 – 2 years old.
i. When they met him… there were no halos about his head.
1. Jesus was a boy.
2. J.C. Ryle notes…[footnoteRef:6]   [6:  J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew, 10.] 

a. These verses show us, lastly, a striking example of faith. 
i. The wise men believed in Christ when they had never seen him; but that was not all. 
ii. They believed in him when the scribes and Pharisees were unbelieving; but that again was not all. 
iii. They believed in him when they saw him a little infant on Mary's knees, and worshipped him as a King. 
1. This was the crowning point of their faith. 
b. They saw no miracles to convince them. 
i. They heard no teaching to persuade them. 
ii. They beheld no signs of divinity and greatness to overawe them. 
iii. They saw nothing but a new-born infant, helpless and weak, and needing a mother's care like any one of ourselves. 
iv. And yet when they saw that infant, they believed that they saw the divine Saviour of the world! 'They fell down and worshipped him.'
3. John Calvin – “… he was in a meaner and more despised condition than any peasant child.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  John Calvin, Commentary on the Harmony of the Evangelists, 137.] 

ii. And at the exact same moment…
1. J. I. Packer. - “The baby born at Bethlehem was God.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J.I. Packer, Knowing God, 55.] 

a. "The Word became flesh" (Jn 1:14); 
i. God became man; the divine Son became a Jew; 
ii. the Almighty appeared on earth as a help-less human baby, 
1. unable to do more than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, 
2. needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk like any other child. 
3. And there was no illusion or deception in this: the babyhood of the Son of God was a reality. 
4. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation.
iii.  The summary has a young couple with child in a … beastly… cruel condition… and picture is of “callousness and degradation”.
1. This moment of worship from the wise men pairs with the profession of faith from the thief on the cross who said to Jesus… remember me when you come into your kingdom (Luke 23).
iv. The great mercy of the Father is seen as the Holy Spirit grants saving faith to men to believe upon Christ with a joy that is inexpressible.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  1 Peter 1:8-9 -  8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.] 

d. POINT:  Shepherding God grants faith to worship
3. Those who were poor were made rich (vs. 11b-12).
a. The gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh befit those of a newborn king.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  “Frankincense” was an aromatic used in sacrificial offerings: “myrrh” was used in perfuming ointments. These, with the “gold” which they presented, seem to show that the offerers were persons in affluent circumstances. That the gold was presented to the infant King in token of His royalty; the frankincense in token of His divinity, and the myrrh, of His sufferings; or that they were designed to express His divine and human natures; or that the prophetical, priestly, and kingly offices of Christ are to be seen in these gifts; or that they were the offerings of three individuals respectively, each of them kings, the very names of whom tradition has handed down—all these are, at the best, precarious suppositions. But that the feelings of these devout givers are to be seen in the richness of their gifts, and that the gold, at least, would be highly serviceable to the parents of the blessed Babe in their unexpected journey to Egypt and stay there—that much at least admits of no dispute
Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 7–8.] 

i. Gold – precious metal befitting a king
ii. Frankincense – aromatic used in offerings with a prophetic declaration
iii. Myrrh – perfuming ointment connected with a priestly sacrifice
1. The wealth of the wise men is contrasted with the poverty of the new mother with child.
a. The poor family is made rich through the gifts.
2. Then the passage ends with the Lord guiding his people in a dream to not return to Herod.
iv. While the wise men worship and give… Herod fears and murders.
b. POINT:  Ruling God grants love to give.
i. Packer – “The Christmas spirit is the spirit…  of those who lie their whole lives on the principle of making themselves poor – spending and being spent – to enrich their fellow humans, giving time… care and concern, to do good to others – and not just their own friends – in whatever way there seems need.”
4. Conclusion
a. The story of Christmas is the story of a great reversal.
i. The Eternal God became man… why?
b. Christmas is about those who were far off were brought near (Eph. 2:14-15).
i. The prophesied child would fulfill Micah’s prophetic word…
1. Micah 5:4ff - 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
    to the ends of the earth.
5 And he shall be their peace.
c. Christmas is about the last shall be first and the first shall be last (Matt. 20:16).
i. The arrival of the King in his estate of humiliation will pair with the humility of those who hear the message of the kingdom as Jesus taught…
1. 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
2. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
3. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
4. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
5. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
6. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
7. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
8. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
a. Calling all to a whole-hearted posture of devotion to God.
d. Christmas is about those who were poor being made rich (Eph. 1:3-14).
i. The story of the wise men concludes as they are protected from Herod’s rage and led in a different direction.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]But for Christ… the one who rules over the stars (Col. 1:16)… he endured the wrath of the True King for you on the cross (Col. 1:19-20).
a. So that tonight… we would… like the wise men… rejoicing exceedingly with great joy in our God’s faithfulness.
2. For the gold… frankincense… and myrrh point to the crown of thorns and the purple robe of Our Compassionate Shepherd Ruler… 
a. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.
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