"The Basics in the Christian Life"
1 Corinthians 13:13
Good Morning Beloved,
· In a family favorite Christmas show from 1965, one of the characters cries out…
· "Isn't there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?!" 
· Centuries before that show aired on TV a man named Laurentius asked a similar question…
· "Isn't there anyone who knows what Christianity is all about?!" 
· He poses this question to a man who was radically saved by God.
· This man was an addict…
·  to pleasure in this world… 
· to the praise of men… 
· and lived for himself.
· His name was Augustine.
· He writes a handbook… a manual… not a massive collection of impressive volumes… but a basic guide (called the Enchiridion).
· He hears Laurentius’ questions.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Chapter 4. The Questions Propounded by Laurentius.  - “You are anxious, you say, that I should write a sort of handbook for you, which you might always keep beside you, containing answers to the questions you put, viz.: what ought to be man's chief end in life; what he ought, in view of the various heresies, chiefly to avoid; to what extent religion is supported by reason; what there is in reason that lends no support to faith, when faith stands alone; what is the starting-point, what the goal, of religion; what is the sum of the whole body of doctrine; what is the sure and proper foundation of the catholic faith.”] 

· What’s our main purpose in life?
· How do we live as Christians in a pagan society?
· Are all religions the same or are some bad?
· How do we have peace in this life?
· What should we do when life is really difficult?
· What does a well-ordered community… a community of graciousness look like?
· Augustine has been a Christian for about 34 years when he writes back to Laurentius.
· Almost like Linus responding to Charlie Brown…
· He says in effect… Sure, Laurentius… I can tell you what Christianity is all about…
· 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Reading of God’s Word 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

 


Preaching God’s Word
1) The Three Basics of Christianity
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
i. This famous trio wasn’t just a nice three chapter division for the bishop of Hippo.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Enchiridion’s structure - Introduction – with Laurentius’ questions (Chs. 1-8); Faith – An exposition of the Creed (Chs. 9-113); Hope – An exposition of the Lord’s Prayer 	(Chs. 114-16); Love – The fulfillment of the great commandment (Chs. 117-121); Conclusion (Ch. 122)] 

1. It is the way the church is described in the Bible.
a. In Thessalonica…
i. What will keep you focused in spiritual warfare?
1. 1 Thess. 1:2-3 - 2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. 1 Thess. 5:8 - 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
b. In Ephesus…
i. What will be the basis for your fellowship and friendships in the Church?
1. Eph. 4:2-5 - 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
c. In Galatia…
i. What will keep you from being led astray in heretical teachings?
1. Gal. 5:5-6 - 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.
d. In Colossae…
i. What will remind you not to fall into an empty tradition in your religion?
1. Col. 1:3-5a - 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.
e. In Rome…
i. What will help… when things are really… really painful and you want to quit?
1. Rom. 5:2-5 - 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
b. In our verse…
i. So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
1. The So now could mean… 
a. “And now” (time) - on this side on heaven[footnoteRef:3]…  [3:  David Jackman, Let’s Study 1 Corinthians, 222.] 

i. while we are still on Earth[footnoteRef:4],  [4:  Stephen C. Barton, “1 Corinthians,” in Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible, ed. James D. G. Dunn and John W. Rogerson (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), 1343. – “Prior to the coming of the kingdom in all its fullness, however, “faith, hope, and love abide [better: “remain”]” (13:13a). Hays (1997: 231) explains this triad of virtues in appropriate, theocentric vein: “Faith is the trust that we direct toward the God of Israel, who has kept faith with his covenant promises by putting forward Jesus for our sake and raising him to new life; hope focuses our fervent desire to see a broken world restored by God to its rightful wholeness (Rom. 8:18–39); and love is the foretaste of our ultimate union with God, graciously given to us now and shared with our brothers and sisters.” But Paul does not stop there. A final statement sums up the argument as a whole: “the greatest of these is love” (13:13b). Only when they recognize this will the Corinthians really share in the life of the age to come. Only when they practice this will their individual and corporate lives reflect the unity and maturity of the children of God.”] 

b. but it could also be “And so” (a logical conclusion)[footnoteRef:5]…  [5:  Kistemaker, 1 Corinthians] 

i. Corinthians… the big three are not… miracles… power… and gifts (1 Cor. 13:1-3)…
1. The three basics are faith… hope… and love.
c. We must see that there is a final adding up that must be done.
2. The NIV translation is helpful here.
a. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
i. Calvin – “To remain, then, conveys the idea, that, as in the reckoning up of an account, when everything has been deducted, this is the sum that remains.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  John Calvin, Commentary on 1 Corinthians, 430 – “For faith does not remain after death, inasmuch as the Apostle elsewhere contrasts it with sight, (2 Corinthians 5:7,) and declares that it remains only so long as we are absent from the Lord We are now in possession of what is meant by faith in this passage — that knowledge of God and of the divine will, which we obtain by the ministry of the Church; or, if you prefer it, faith universal, and taken in its proper acceptation. Hope is nothing else than perseverance in faith For when we have once believed the word of God, it remains that we persevere until the accomplishment of these things. Hence, as faith is the mother of hope, so it is kept up by it, so as not to giveway.”] 

c. So what remains?
i. #1 – Faith
1. Faith receives and rests on Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  WLC 72 - Q. 72. What is justifying faith?
A. Justifying faith is a saving grace, wrought in the heart of a sinner, by the Spirit and Word of God, whereby he, being convinced of his sin and misery, and of the disability in himself and all other creatures to recover him out of his lost condition, not only assenteth to the truth of the promise of the gospel, but receiveth and resteth upon Christ and his righteousness therein held forth, for pardon of sin, and for the accepting and accounting of his person righteous in the sight of God for salvation.] 

a. 1 Corinthians 15:3ff - 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
i. By faith alone in Christ, you have cleansing of guilt and shame.
b. Philippians 3:9 - and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—
i. By faith alone in Christ, you have peace with God and the righteousness of Christ adorns you as a Beloved.
2. This year we went through John 11 on Sunday mornings because it teaches that Jesus Christ is…
a. The purposeful Sovereign…
b. The Perfect God-Man
c. The Truthful Prophet…
d. The Merciful High Priest…
e. The Ruling and Reigning King…
f. And the all sufficient atoning sacrifice for sinner.
ii. #2 – Hope
1. Hope is the Spirit-filled trust that looks to God in all things.
a. 1 Cor. 15:58 - 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
i. In his follow up letter to the church in Corinth, it begins by noting… affliction (3x) and suffering (4x) in the first 8 verses of the letter.
1. But the conclusion is this…
b. 2 Cor. 13:14 - 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2. Augustine… the Heidelberg Catechism… the Westminster Catechism summarize hope based on “The Lord’s Prayer”.
a. In any circumstance… hope recalls…
i. WSC 100 – ““Our Father which art in heaven,” teacheth us to 
1. draw near to God, 
2. with all holy reverence and confidence, 
3. as children to a father, 
4. able and ready to help us; 
5. and that we should pray with and for others.”
3. This year we went through Psalm 23 on Sunday mornings because it teaches that Jesus Christ is…
a. Our Shepherd who cares for us in every need.
b. Our Companion who guides us in every moment
c. Our Friend who delights in us both now and forever.
i. He is the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for His Sheep and the one with authority to take up his life from the dead.
iii. #3 – Love
1. God is love (1 John 4:7-8, 16).
a. 2 Cor. 5:14-15 - 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
i. In Martin Luther’s early writings, he focused on his love for Christ that controlled him.
1. Almost like… a fence that contained him.
ii. But later in his life, he focused on God’s love for him in Christ that controlled him.
1. Almost like it was an explosive power that released him from the shackles of sin.
2. Oh Beloved, the basics of Christianity is this…
a. 1 John 3:16 - 16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
i. Because God has loved us… and saved us… his commandments are not burdensome (1 John 5:3).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Sinclair Ferguson, Love Came Down at Christmas, 149 – “Faith in Christ leads to the hope of glory.  That hope is anchored in God’s love for us in Christ.  Our love is simply the overflow of the love he has poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”] 

3. For Jesus summarized both God’s love and our call to love in this way…
a. John 15 - 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
4. The handbook that guides us in love is… the Ten Commandments[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  The Heidelberg Catechism notes… “Q. Since we have been delivered from our misery by grace through Christ
without any merit of our own, why then should we do good works? A. Because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, is also restoring us by his Spirit into his image, so that with our whole lives we may show that we are thankful to God for his benefits, so that he may be praised through us, so that we may be assured of our faith by its fruits, and so that by our godly living our neighbors may be won over to Christ.”] 

a. That is why Jesus answered the Pharisee (Matt. 22)…
i. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
5. This year we went through 1 Corinthians 13 on Sunday mornings because preaching Christ and him crucified (1 Cor. 1:23) should manifest in the more excellent way (1 Cor. 12:31).
a. Love is one of the excellent attributes of our Triune God.
i. As children of God because of the work of the man of heaven (1 Cor. 15:48)… there is a clear call to maturity.
b. 1 Cor. 16:13-14 - 13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that you do be done in love.
d. Transition:  These are the basics of the Christian life… faith… hope… and love.
2)  The Blessedness of Charity 
a. but the greatest of these is love.
i. Why is love the greatest?
1. Faith and Hope will not be in heaven, Beloved.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Anthony Thiselton, 1 Corinthians (NIGTC) – “Since hope vanishes when what we hope for comes firmly into view (Rom. 8:24), and since faith, at least in some of its various meanings, stands in contrast to sight (2 Cor. 5:7), at the very least, even if faith and hope survive forever, these will assume different forms.”] 

a. As the poets sing…[footnoteRef:11] [11:  “Jesus I My Cross Have Taken” by Henry Lyte] 

i. Soon shall close thy earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.
ii. Beloved, we began this year in the Book of Joshua as an ideal Israelite lead those rescued from bondage into the Promised Land.
1. Jesus Christ is the greater Joshua who will lead you to the New Jerusalem.
a. And in the New Heaven and New Earth…
i. Faith will be no more for you will see your Savior by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).
ii. Hope will cease as you enter into your Father’s everlasting love (Rom. 8:24).
b. But love will remain.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Matthew Henry, 1 Cor. 13:13, 577 – “O blessed state! How much surpassing the best below! O amiable and excellent grace of charity! How much does it exceed the most valuable gift, when it outshines every grace, and is the everlasting consummation of them! When faith and hope are at an end, true charity will burn for ever with the brightest flame. Note, Those border most upon the heavenly state and perfection whose hearts are fullest of this divine principle, and burn with the most fervent charity.”] 

i. For all of time and eternity is summed up…
1. Eph. 1:4b-6 - In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
c. God’s eternal praise pair with our eternal good.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  John Newton noted in How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds our joyful hope… “But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.” Amen and amen.] 

iii. John Donne notes the blessedness of charity this way…[footnoteRef:14] [14:  As quoted by Sinclair Ferguson in Love Came Down at Christmas, 155.] 

1. Whom God loves, he loves to the end:
And not to their end, and to their death,
But to his end.
And his end is that he might love them more.
b. Transition:  The love of God is known in the saving grace in Jesus Christ for sinners.
3) Conclusion
a. Laurentius asked "Isn't there anyone who knows what Christianity is all about?!" 
i. Augustine answered… “Sure Laurentius… I can tell you what Christianity is all about…
1. 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
a. Or to say it another way…
i. John 3:16 - 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
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