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The Church in Worship

Congregational Responses and Prayers are in bold italic print

T Congregation Standing (as you are able)
Prelude
Announcements and Welcome
Our Loving, Learning, Leading Prayer (on screen)

T Call to Worship Liturgist

We walk in darkness.

We live in a land of deep darkness.

We have seen a great light!

Light shines upon us!

God brings us the light!

Rejoice before our God, who gives us the Light in Jesus Christ!

T Hymn #256 (UMH) “We Would See Jesus”

First Prayer Liturgist
O God, our light and our salvation, shelter us in your love. O God, our stronghold, protect us
from danger. We come with shouts of joy to worship you this day. We come with song and
music to celebrate your love. We come with longing to seek your presence. Be with us now, O
God, as we sing your praises. Amen.

PROCLAMATION
First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 Liturgist

9 ' But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. > The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has
shined. ® You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy
at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. * For the yoke of their burden and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

Children’s Moment Pastor Bart

Choral Anthem When | Survey the Wonderous Cross by Pethel SSUMC Chancel Choir

Gospel Reading Matthew 4:12-23 Pastor Bart

4 "2 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. * He left Nazareth
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, ™ so that what
had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ' "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles-- '° the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." "’
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." '® As he
walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea for they were fishers. '° And he said to them, "Follow me, and | will
make you fisher of people." * Immediately they left their nets and followed him. #' As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their
father Zebedee, mendin% their nets, and he called them. # Immediately they left the boat and their
father and followed him. ?* Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people.

Sermon “Fishing and Light” Pastor Bart
T Hymn #430 (UMH) “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Prayers of the People Pastor Bart

Peace with Justice Candle Laity

The light shines in the darkness.

We stand in this light, unshaken, knowing that the darkness has never overcome the light.
Let us recommit ourselves to walking in Jesus’ ways of justice.

Empower us, Jesus, boldly to use the freedom and power given to us to resist evil, injustice,
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.

Affirmation of Faith (on screen) UMH #881 Eldon Callen, CLM

Prayer of Confession Eldon Callen, CLM

God of light, we live in the darkness of despair: worried about our lives, concerned for our
health, fearful that we are lost from you. The yoke of our burdens lies heavy upon us: our
unwillingness to forgive, our fears of one another, our reluctance to share what we have, our
divisions and quarrels. We long to turn from the dark and live in the light. We yearn to leave
what is evil and follow the paths of righteousness. Shine the light of your love upon us and
transform us with your love, that your promised realm may draw near. Amen.

Words of Assurance Eldon Callen, CLM

The light of God'’s love shines into the dark places of our world, healing its brokenness, and
bringing hope to places of despair. The light of God’s love makes us a forgiven people. Thanks
be to God!

Passing the Peace of Christ Eldon Callen, CLM

The light of Christ shines brightly in the darkened places of our lives, bringing healing and
hope. The light of Christ shines brightly in the faces of our neighbors. Look for that light as we
share Christ’s peace.

WORSHIPPING THROUGH GIVING

Invitation To Give Eldon Callen, CLM

Offertory

T Doxology #95 (UMH) “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Prayer of Thanksgiving (on screen) Eldon Callen, CLM

O God, we have seen your glory, felt the touch of your love, and felt your presence with us. With
joyful hearts, we offer you our gifts. Having heard your call, we offer you our lives and our
service. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (on screen) UMH #895

T Hymn #2130 (TFWS) “The Summons”

SENDING FORTH

Blessing Pastor Bart

May each of you go in peace to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously with the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Postlude



