
When God Benches You 

Acts 19:21-41 

 

“Now after these events, Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and 

to go to Jerusalem, saying, ‘After I have been there, I must also see Rome.’ And having sent into 

Macedonia two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while.” Acts 

19:21-22 

“But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him.”  Acts 19:30 

“Some of God’s best workers have been laid aside for long periods. Moses was forty years in 

the desert, doing nothing but tending sheep. One greater than Moses, our blessed Savior, was 

thirty years doing — I will not say nothing, but certainly doing no public work … If you are put 

on the shelf, do not rust; pray that the Master will polish you, so that when He uses you again 

you will be fully ready for the work.” Charles Spurgeon 

Peace doesn’t come from saving the day. It comes from trusting the One who already has. 

We can trust God in situations, relationships, and ministries that are taken out of our hands. 

 

I. Trouble is Not the Exception. It’s the Norm.  Acts 19:23-26 

“About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way." Acts 19:23 

“Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own 

home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said these 

things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take 

heart; I have overcome the world.”  John 16:32-33 

 

“I have set eyes on the wall of lofty Babylon on which lies a chariot road, and the statue of Zeus 

by Alpheus, and the hanging gardens, and the Colussus of the sun, and the huge labor of the 

pyramids, and the vast tomb of Mausolus; but when I was the temple of Artemis which rose to 

the clouds, these other marvels lost their brilliance, and I exclaimed, ‘Lo, apart from Olympus, 

the sun has never looked upon anything so grand.”  Antipater of Sidon, 140  BC 

Christ will aways come after our idols! Those idols can be wealth, lifestyle, relationships, 

addictions, independence and autonomy. You name it.  



“Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For 

from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 

They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.”   Luke 12:49-53 

God will also disrupt our idol of control as Christians, if we feel like we need to be the Savior 

of every crisis situation.   

 

2. False Gods Have to Be Helped. The True God Does Not. Acts 19:27-34 

“And the danger is not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also the temple 

of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed 

from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.”  Acts 19:27 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot 

contain you; how much less this house that I have built! Yet have regard to the prayer of your 

servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant 

prays before you this day..."  2 Kings 8:27-28 

 

"The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 

since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything." Acts 17:24-25 

•​ Anger vs. Adoration:  

“When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, ‘Great is Artemis of the 

Ephesians.’” (Acts 19:28)  

•​ Attack Vs. Engage:  

“So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging 

with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s companions in travel.” (Acts 

19:27) 

• ​ Confusion Versus Unity: 

“Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of 

them did not know why they had come together.” (Acts 19:32) 



•​ Defuse or Double-Down: 

“Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, 

motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. But when they recognized 

he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out with one voice, ‘Great is Artemis of the 

Ephesians!” (Acts 19:33-34) 

“The disorder and confusion of the crowd is evidence of the city’s defeat. A chaotic crowd is a 

conquered crowd. Those of the Way are unified while the rest of the city is in a mess.” Patrick 

Schreiner 

Our God is the true God. Worship Him. Exalt Him. Proclaim Him. Pray to Him. But Never Feel 

the Need to Save Him.   

 

3. God Can Do Whatever He Pleases With Whoever He Pleases. Acts 19:35-41 

“And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, ‘Men of Ephesus, who is there who 

does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the Great Artemis, and of the 

sacred stone that fell from the sky? Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought 

to be quiet and do nothing rash. For you have brought these men here who are neither 

sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess." Acts 19:35-37 

“The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord;  He turns it wherever he will.” 

Proverbs 21:1 

Consider: 

Is God revealing your idol of control? 

Do you feel that God needs you to rescue Him? 

Are you praying that God would use others where you cannot serve? 

 

Study Questions: 

Observation & Understanding 

1.​ In Acts 19:21–22 and 19:30, what do you notice about Paul’s plans versus what 

actually happens?​
What does this tension reveal about God’s guidance and timing? 



2.​ What specifically triggers the riot in Ephesus (Acts 19:23–26)?​
Why does the spread of the gospel threaten the worship of Artemis? 

3.​ How is the crowd in the theater described in Acts 19:32?​
What does this confusion tell us about false worship and mob mentality? 

4.​ Why do you think God uses the town clerk—not Paul—to quiet the crowd (Acts 

19:35–41)?​
What might Luke want us to see about God’s sovereignty here? 

 

Theological Reflection 

5.​ The lesson says, “Trouble is not the exception. It’s the norm.”​
How does this idea challenge common expectations about the Christian life? 

6.​ What does the contrast between Artemis and the true God reveal about idols?​
How do idols demand protection, while God requires none? 

7.​ How do the categories “Anger vs. Adoration” and “Confusion vs. Unity” help explain 

the difference between false worship and true faith? 

8.​ What does Proverbs 21:1 teach us about God’s control over human authority?​
How does this truth show up in Acts 19? 

 

Personal Application 

9.​ Have you ever experienced a time when God seemed to “bench” you—removing you 

from a role, plan, or ministry?​
What emotions did that stir up? 

10.​Which idol is most tempting for you: control, effectiveness, reputation, or 

independence?​
How might God be disrupting that idol in your life right now? 

11.​The lesson says, “Peace doesn’t come from saving the day.”​
What does it look like, practically, to trust God when a situation is out of your hands? 

12.​Who might God be calling you to pray for or encourage while you wait—rather than 

stepping in to fix things yourself?​
How could your group support one another in this posture of trust? 



 


