Longest Night Service of Healing
St. Paul United Church of Christ
December 21, 2025 – 6PM


GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE:	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
ALL:	The Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth, and we have seen his glory.
ONE: 	In him was life, and that life was the light of all.
ALL: 	The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to extinguish it. 
OPENING PRAYER
LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Old Testament 		A reading of selected verses from Isaiah 40
“Comfort, comfort my people” says your God. “Speak compassionately to Jerusalem and proclaim that the forced service is ended … Look up at the sky and consider! Who made the stars? The One who brings out their attendants one by one, calling each one of them by name. Because of God’s strength and mighty power, not one is missing. Israel, why then do you say and declare, “My way is hidden from the Lord. My God ignores my predicament?” Haven’t you heard? Our God is the everlasting God, the creator of the farthest parts of the earth, who never grows tired or weary. God’s understanding is beyond human reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted … Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
Psalm 			A responsive reading adapted from Psalm 22
ONE:	My God, my God, why have you left me all alone? Why are you so far from helping me, so far from my anguished groans?
ALL:	My God, I cry out during the day, but you don’t answer. Even at nighttime, I find no rest.
ONE:	Our ancestors trusted you. They trusted and You rescued them.
ALL:	You are the one who took me from the womb. You, who have kept me safe on my mother’s breast. You’ve been my God since my mother bore me.
ONE:	Please don’t be far from me, because trouble is near and there is no one to help.
ALL:	God does not despise the suffering of those who suffer. God does not hide from me. When I cry to God, God hears me. Thanks be to God!
Gospel		Matthew 11: 28-29
“Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy loads, 
and I will give you rest. Put on my yoke, and learn from me; I’m gentle and humble. And you will find rest for yourselves. My yoke is easy to bear, and my burden is light.

Musical Meditation  - What Child is This?

MEDITATION    It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year!	

CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE

ONE: 	We light this first candle to remember those persons who have been loved and lost. We pause to remember their name, their face, their voice. We remember … We give thanks for the memory that binds them to us in this season which anticipates Christ, anticipates Christmas.
ALL:	May God’s eternal love surround them.
ONE:	We light this second candle to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health. As we gather up the pain of the past, and the pain of the present, we offer it to You, O God, asking that into our welcome hearts and our open hands, You will place the gift of peace.
ALL:	Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future.
ONE:	We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and remember the past weeks, months, and for some of us, years of down times. We remember the poignancy of memories, the grief, the sadness, the hurts, the pain of reflecting on our own lives and on our own mortality.
ALL: 	Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness.
ONE:	We light this fourth candle to remember our faith and the gift of hope which God offers to us in the Christmas story. We remember that God who shares our life, promises ease and relief, and goes with us into all our tomorrows.
ALL:	Let us remember the One who shows the way and who goes with us into all our tomorrows.
Lighting Our Own Candles
PRAYERS		Prayers and Concerns
			The Lord’s Prayer (using “debts”)
LITANY OF AFFIRMATION    adapted from “First Coming” by Madeleine L’Engle

ONE:	God did not wait until the world was ready, ‘til the nations were at peace.
ALL:	God came when the heavens were unsteady and prisoners cried for release.
ONE:	God did not wait for the perfect time.
ALL:	God came when the need was deep and great. God dined with sinners in all their grime.
ONE: 	God did not wait until the hearts were pure.
ALL:	In JOY God came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt, to a world of   
            anguish and shame. God came in JOY, and God’s light never goes out.
ONE: 	God came to a world which did not mesh; to heal its ill and to shield its scorn.
ALL:	In the mystery of the Word made flesh, the maker of the stars was born.
ONE:	We cannot wait until the world is whole, to raise our songs with joyful voice, to share our grief, to touch our pain.
ALL: 	God came in grace, with love. Rejoice! Rejoice!

Closing Music     Silent Night, Holy Night

BLESSING
Postlude		
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