[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


December 14, 2025      	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."



[image: The Messengers from John the Baptist (Luke 7:18-23) | Daily Scripture  Reflections]



Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Carolyn Meier, Musician
Third Sunday of Advent
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
In the last days, says God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy. Your young people shall see visions, and your old people shall dream dreams. People of God, we have been baptized into one Spirit and one body through Jesus Christ. Let us worship today.
  Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship 
One: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion:
Many: Your God reigns!
One: God comes in the power of love and justice; therefore let us wait with eagerness and worship with joy.
Many: God comes to judge the world with righteousness, the people with truth.
All: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar and all that fills it. Shout for joy, all the earth!
*Invocation 				
Holy God, we long for your peace, and trust in your promise; we hear your call to turn toward you, to change our lives and welcome you in.
Meet us here and fill our minds with your wisdom and our hearts with your peace, that our worship together may open us to the challenge of your dream of wholeness for all.
In the Name of the One who is coming, we pray.  Amen!
*Hymn of Praise #144 New Century	                                         Hark, the Herald Angels Sing    
Lighting of The Advent Candles:   Joy
*Unison Prayer	
Most holy and most generous God, you have more laughter in store for us than we can ever imagine. As we step one more week closer to Christmas, convey us from the trivial to the profound, from worry to eagerness, from brief pleasures to that divine joy which nothing on earth or in heaven can ever subdue. Through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen!

*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk199244270]Written Word        		            Isaiah 35:1-10
				             James 5:7-10		
         Matthew 11:2-11
[bookmark: _Hlk216260185]Hymn #135 New Century                                                                          O Come, All You Faithful 
Message                                       Expecting the Unexpected                             Rev. Jim Oleson                                  
          Matthew 11:2-11                                                        
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
  We present our gifts to you, O God. May they be used to make a difference in the lives of people where hope is scarce. May our gifts be a reminder of your love to those who receive them. Amen.
 *Closing Hymn #104 New Century                                                    We Hail You God’s Anointed
 *Commission and Benediction
*Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
  *Congregational Response (Please See Insert)                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
                                                                                                                                                 (Verse 1)                                                   
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude
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903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
 Friday: 9:00am - Noon





















































It Happens
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     December 14th – December 21st       

December 14th  Third Sunday of Advent
 9:15am	              Bible/Book Study
10:30am             Worship
11:30am             Fellowship Hour
 
December 15th 
 5:15pm		Council Meeting


[bookmark: _Hlk216259836][bookmark: _Hlk214960898]December 21st  Fourth Sunday of Advent
  9:15am             Bible/Book Study 
10:30am             Worship
11:30am	 Fellowship Hour
   6:00pm	 Blue Christmas Service

Looking Ahead

December 24th 
6:00pm	& 11:00pm Christmas Eve Services





________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2025
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2317.02                                                   $ 2317.02
	General Fund Offering December 7th             $ 3440.00               November Average          $  1521.25	Stewardship Offering December 7th               $   205.00               October Average              $  1015.00
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY











 

         Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
 Greeters/Ushers
 Rick Kincer & Mary Anne Lee

 Acolyte
 Bobby Roskowske

 Liturgist
 
 Fellowship Hour
 Finance
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]This week we added Lyle R., Mike S., and Jamie

We continue to keep in our prayers Lauretta, Lynn and Ron D., Ernie M., Eileen T., and Chuck and Marlene.

We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P.
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Emergency Planning is checking into a CPR/AED refresher course.  There are 2 options: refresher course without certification at no cost or a certification course at the cost of $40. Let Joyce Noble know if you are interested. 

The Worship Committee is looking for a volunteer to be the Communion Stewart. This is a person who prepares Communion on the first Sunday of the month and for special services. Also requires cleaning up and putting away the Communion ware. If there are any questions, please see a Worship Committee member. 
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