[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


December 7, 2025      	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."
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Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Christopher Dickmeyer, Musician
Second Sunday of Advent
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
In the last days, says God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy. Your young people shall see visions, and your old people shall dream dreams. People of God, we have been baptized into one Spirit and one body through Jesus Christ. Let us worship today.
  Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship 
One: The Reign of God is drawing near:
Many: The prophet calls us to change our lives!
One: Prepare the way for the Lord:
Many: A just and peaceful path!
One: Welcome one another, for Christ welcomes you:
Many: For the glory of God!
*Invocation 				
Holy God, we long for your peace, and trust in your promise; we hear your call to turn toward you, to change our lives and welcome you in.
Meet us here and fill our minds with your wisdom and our hearts with your peace, that our worship together may open us to the challenge of your dream of wholeness for all.
In the Name of the One who is coming, we pray.  Amen!
*Hymn of Praise #115 New Century	                           The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore
Lighting of The Advent Candles:   Peace
*Prayer for Transformation and New Life	
O God, you call us to turn our lives around, and work with patience and diligence to prepare the way for your Reign, but we get discouraged and give up too soon. Lord, Have mercy. O God, you call us to collaborate in community to prepare the way your Reign, but we neither trust nor honor the gifts of others. Christ, have mercy. O God, you call us to be full of joyful confidence to prepare the way for your Reign, but we burden ourselves with anxiety and fear. Lord, have mercy. Forgive us, O God, and lead us in the ways of patience, community, and joy.		
	
	                                                <pause for silent reflection >
Words of Grace				
Leader: Hear the good news:  Jesus, savior from sin, is present with us in the painstaking work of the Reign of God forgiving our weakness, rebuilding our relationships, restoring our joy.
[bookmark: _Hlk208140854]People: Thanks be to God!
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk214795364]Written Word        		                Isaiah 11:1-10
				             Romans 15:4-13		
[bookmark: _Hlk199244270]             Matthew 3:1-12
Hymn #117 New Century                                                      Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates
Message                                                A Peaceful Branch                                  Rev. Jim Oleson                                  
                Isaiah 11:1-10                                                        
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
  With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts, which rejoice in your goodness and love. Let our gifts point to your presence in the world, and further your dream for the world through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.
The Lord’s Supper 
INVITATION TO CHRIST’S TABLE
COMMUNION PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

(Please hold each of the elements as it is distributed so that we may partake each together.  The inner ring of cups in each tray holds juice rather than wine.)

* THANKSGIVING PRAYER		(unison)
Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.
 *Closing Hymn #592 New Century                        God of the Ages, Who with Sure Command
 *Commission and Benediction
*Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
  *Congregational Response (Please See Insert)                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
                                                                                                                                                (Verse 1)                                                   
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude
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903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
 Friday: 9:00am - Noon
























































It Happens
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     December 7th – December 14th        

December 7th    Second Sunday of Advent
 9:15am	              Bible/Book Study
10:30am             Worship
11:30am             Fellowship Hour
  4:30pm             Rock and Roll Bing



[bookmark: _Hlk204072837][bookmark: _Hlk212639284]
[bookmark: _Hlk214960898]December 14th  Third Sunday of Advent
  9:15am             Bible/Book Study 
10:30am             Worship
11:30am	 Fellowship Hour


Looking Ahead

December 15th 
5:15pm		Council Meeting
December 21st
6:00pm		Blue Christmas Service





________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2025
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2317.02                                                   $ 2317.02
	General Fund Offering November 30th           $       0.00              November Average          $  1521.25	Stewardship Offering November 30th             $       0.00              October Average              $  1015.00
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY



We have so much to be thankful for!!  One of the many blessings we are especially thankful for is YOU. You who have helped our Food Pantry out of a difficult time. Our shelves were almost empty; we had no meat and many people were having a difficult time and needed help.

But we put out a plea for help and we are very thankful for the response.  We are thankful for our church for pitching in when they realized the need. We may be a small church family in numbers but we can always count on you.   

And we are thankful for our community who has given very generous monetary help as well as supply of food.

Also, thanks to the Boy Scout troop who again shared their Scouting for Food items with us. We appreciate the school, clubs/ organizations and all who collected for us.

                                                          The Food Pantry Committee 

         Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
 Greeters/Ushers
 Richard Warren & Joyce Noble

 Acolyte
 Joyce Noble

 Liturgist
 
 
 Fellowship Hour
 Council 
In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]We continue to keep in our prayers Lauretta, Lynn and Ron D., Glenda K., Ernie M., Eileen T., Chuck and Marlene, the family of Mary M., and the family of Billy I.

We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P.
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Emergency Planning is checking into a CPR/AED refresher course.  There are 2 options: refresher course without certification at no cost or a certification course at the cost of $40. Let Joyce Noble know if you are interested. 

The Worship Committee is looking for a volunteer to be the Communion Stewart. This is a person who prepares Communion on the first Sunday of the month and for special services. Also requires cleaning up and putting away the Communion ware. If there are any questions, please see a Worship Committee member. 
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