[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


November 30, 2025      	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."


[image: Matthew 24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is  coming at an hour you do not expect.]

Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Carolyn Meier, Musician
Christopher Dickmeyer, Musician
First Sunday of Advent
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
In the last days, says God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy. Your young people shall see visions, and your old people shall dream dreams. People of God, we have been baptized into one Spirit and one body through Jesus Christ. Let us worship today.
  Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
* Call to Worship 
One: In Advent we watch and wait, and prepare to welcome the Christ Child into the world.
Many: Come, Lord Jesus, come!
One: In Advent we prepare for a life of discipleship, and watch faithfully for signs of God’s light breaking into the world.
Many: Come, Lord Jesus, come!
One: As we wait, dear One, we watch for signs of your action in the world, actions of compassion and grace breaking in.
Many: Come, Lord Jesus, come!
One: Holy God, we recognize that we do not know the day or the hour, but we know that the day is near.
Many: Come, Lord Jesus, come! Be born anew in our world and in our lives.
*Invocation 				
In this season as the days grow shorter and the shadows lengthen, we gather in eager expectation for the Light of the World to dawn. Help us, God, to lay aside all the works of night and even our cynicism as we enter this sacred season. During this hour of worship, send your Spirit to empower us to live in the light with hope. Amen.
*Hymn of Praise #104 New Century	                                          We Hail You God’s Anointed
Lighting of The Advent Candles:   Hope
*Prayer for Transformation and New Life	
Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the promise of this sacred season and for the joy we find in the Christ Child. Yet even as we rejoice, we recognize that we often fail to live with the hope of redemption. 
In this season of anticipation, we know that we are easily distracted by our own projects and preparation. We lose focus on the one who is the Source of our joy. 
Forgive us, God, and restore our hope in you. Amen.		
	                                                <pause for silent reflection >
Words of Grace				
Leader: The promise of the season of Advent is the promise of Emmanuel, God with us. 
Jesus calls us to keep awake so that we are ready for God’s arrival. Therefore, let us lay aside all those things that distract us from faithful watching for God.
[bookmark: _Hlk208140854]People: We believe the Good News of the Gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk199244270][bookmark: _Hlk214795364]Written Word        		                Isaiah 2:1-5
				          Romans 13:11-14		
                                                              Matthew 24:36-44
Hymn #420 New Century                                                                              We Praise You, O God
Message                                Hope: A World Turned Upside-Down                 Rev. Jim Oleson                                  
                                                                    Isaiah 2:1-5
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
  God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all of the ways in which you reveal yourself to us. Help us to clear away the many distractions of this season and offer our whole lives as gifts to you. May these offerings nurture all of the ways in which your promise is breaking into the world in acts of compassion and justice. May these gifts nurture your rule of Hope. Amen.
 *Closing Hymn (Please See Insert)                                                            Count Your Blessings
 *Commission and Benediction
*Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
  *Congregational Response (Please See Insert)                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                                 
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude
[bookmark: _Hlk212035139]












903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
Friday: 9:00am - Noon
























































It Happens
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     November 30th - December 7th        

November 30th   First Sunday of Advent
                             after Pentecost
 9:15am	              Bible/Book Study
10:30am             Worship
11:30am             Fellowship Hour
11:30am	Stewardship Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk204072837][bookmark: _Hlk212639284]
[bookmark: _Hlk214960898]December 7th    Second Sunday of Advent
  9:15am             Bible/Book Study 
10:30am             Worship
11:30am	 Fellowship Hour
  4:30pm	 Rock and Roll Bing

Looking Ahead


December 15th 
5:15pm		Council Meeting





________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2025
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2317.02                                                   $ 2317.02
	General Fund Offering November 23rd           $   340.00              October Average              $  1015.00	Stewardship Offering November 23rd             $     40.00             September Average          $  1091.44
______ ____________________________________________________ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY
Saturday, December 6: Breakfast with Santa at the Old Monroe Fire Protection District Station 2. 
    8am to 11am.
















         Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
 Greeters/Ushers
 Bobby Roskowske & Christopher Dickmeyer

 Acolyte
 Bobby Roskowske

 Liturgist
 
 
 Fellowship Hour
 Christian Nurture 
[image: A black and white logo
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In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959]This week we added Chuck and Marlene.

We continue to keep in our prayers Lauretta, Lynn and Ron D., Glenda K., Ernie M., Eileen T., the family of Mary M., and the family of Billy I.

We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P.

                                             

Emergency Planning is checking into a CPR/AED refresher course.  There are 2 options: refresher course without certification at no cost or a certification course at the cost of $40. Let Joyce Noble know if you are interested. 

The Worship Committee is looking for a volunteer to be the Communion Stewart. This is a person who prepares Communion on the first Sunday of the month and for special services. Also requires cleaning up and putting away the Communion ware. If there are any questions, please see a Worship Committee member. 
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