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It’s official...We have entered the Christmas season...Parties, eggnog, lights, tress, shopping, traffic, Christmas Music everywhere.... But truth is, Christmas is more than a season, as we seen last week, it’s an invitation.
· An invitation to slow down…
· to breathe again…
· to step out of the rush, the noise, the pressure, and step into the presence by Abiding in Jesus and He in you...

The next few weeks for many of us are about to become quite hectic with parties, shopping, gatherings, etc. But Jesus offers us something far different, not a busier season or life, but a connected life. 
· Not a heavier load, but a shared yoke.
· Not just a celebration of His birth, but an invitation to remain in Him.

Last week we focused on how Jesus doesn’t say, “Visit Me only on Christmas.” He says, “Abide in Me.”
· John 15:4-11
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

We saw last week that if He Abides in me and I in Him, and I am attached to the Vine, I receive 3 things that will cause my life to overflow! A dwelling place in where...
· His peace calms your storms and guards you
· His love holds you securely and surrounds you
· His joy strengthens your spirit and fills you to overflowing.


Today I want to step just a bit further into what truly Abiding in Christ this Christmas entails:


1. Christmas Is God Coming Near—Abiding Is Us Staying Near
· Christmas announces one of the greatest truths in Scripture: “Emmanuel — God with us.” 
· Matt. 1:23
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”

· Jesus came to us so that we could live in Him.
· The manger reminds us that God didn’t wait for humanity to reach Him…He came down, took on flesh, entered our world.

Christmas is God’s move toward us. Abiding is our move toward Him.


2. The Manger Shows Us a Savior Who Wants Relationship, Not Religion
· Jesus didn’t come merely to give commands—He came to give connection.
· He’s not a distant God…
· He’s not a seasonal God…
· He’s a God who dwells, remains, abides with His people.

John 1:14
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” (NLT) – “...made His home among us” 

The One who was laid in a manger now invites us to remain in Him the way a branch remains in the vine.

Christmas reveals His desire to be with us. Abiding reveals our desire to be with Him.


3. The Light of the World Gives Life to the Branch
· At Christmas, we celebrate the coming of the Light of the World. But light isn’t just something to observe, it’s something to walk and live in.

· A branch can’t grow without light. Our souls cannot produce fruit without the life of Jesus shining on us.

· Christmas is a reminder that:
· Light has come into darkness
· Life has come into dead places
· Hope has come into weary hearts

Abiding means walking, living, and letting His light become our source every single day.

4. Without Him We Can Do Nothing — But Because He Came, We Don’t Have to
· The message of Christmas is the message of John 15:
· We were helpless on our own.
· We were fruitless on our own.
· We were lost on our own.

But God stepped in. God came near. God took on flesh. The Vine entered the vineyard in order that we might be connected to the Vine. So when Jesus says, “Apart from Me you can do nothing,” He’s not condemning us, He’s reminding us that He came so we would never be apart from Him.

Abiding means in Him “I can do ALL things through Him!”


5. Christmas and Pruning: God Makes Room for What Truly Matters
Some people before Christmas often declutter their homes to make room for “new stuff”. God does the same with our hearts. He tries and cleans house by “pruning”
· Pruning isn’t punishment. Though at times it may hurt, it’s preparation for more of Christ.

· Sometimes He removes:
· Distractions
· Attitudes
· Sin
· Busyness
· Misplaced priorities

Why?
So that the One who came in a humble stable can now have room in our hearts. Just like the home in Bethlehem had no room, many believers today have no room for Him to truly abide!

Pruning creates space for Christ to dwell richly.


6. Christmas Is a Season. Abiding Is a Lifestyle.
· Decorations go back in the boxes.
· Lights come down.
· Trees get put away.
· But Christ abiding in you is not seasonal. Your connection to Him doesn’t end when Christmas does.

The baby in the manger grew up to be the Vine of Life and He calls us to remain, continue, dwell, stay, day after day.

Christmas begins the story. Abiding continues it.


7. Abiding Brings Joy, And Joy Is the Heart of Christmas
When the angels announced the birth of Jesus, they said: “I bring you good news of great joy…” (Luke 2:10) When Jesus taught about abiding, He ended with:“…that My joy may be in you and your joy may be full.”

Christmas joy and abiding joy point to the same truth:
· Real joy is found in Christ Himself.
· Not gifts.
· Not events.
· Not feelings.
· But in Him.

Christmas gives joy to the world. Abiding gives joy in the soul.


Closing:
A branch doesn’t work to stay connected; it simply clings to the Vine. In the same way:

· You don’t need a bigger Christmas...you need a deeper connection.

· You don’t need more holiday cheer…you need more of Christ’s life flowing in you.

· You don’t need a perfect season…you need the presence of the Savior who came to abide with you.

Emmanuel came so you would never live a moment without Him.

This Christmas, Jesus isn’t calling us to do more, He’s calling us to be with Him. To draw life from Him the way a branch draws life from the vine. To let His peace steady us…His joy strengthen us…His love anchor us. 

Might I say, this would be the greatest gift we could receive this year: not another tradition, not another event, not another moment to squeeze in, but a renewed, refreshed, revived abiding in Christ.

Church, as we enter this season, let’s not just celebrate the Baby in the manger, let’s learn to walk closely with the Savior who calls us to remain in Him.

This Christmas… let’s abide in Christ.
