"Love never ends"
1 Corinthians 13:8-10
Good Morning Beloved,
· Some people are able to exercise a specific skill that has a variety of terms…
· “being in the zone…”
· "on a roll…" 
· "in the groove…"
· A focused productivity…
· Energized and full-involved in what you are doing…
· What specific skill am I talking about in this season?
· The online ordered… of course.
· As packages arrive at doorsteps… in mailboxes… or at drop-box…
· There is something that is helpful to prize until the package arrives… the tracking number.
· But once the package arrives… no one sits down around a warm fire, cup of egg nog, with family and friends and says…
· USPS tracking number: 9400111899560364576842
· To focus on the tracking code would be to miss the point.
· The book of 1 Corinthians was written by 2 men…
· 1 Cor. 1:1ff - 1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,
· Sosthenes – He could the man who goes by the name Crispus (1 Cor.1:14, Acts 18:8)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  “A former ruler of the synagogue at Corinth who was baptized with several other converts (Acts 18:8). According to 1 Cor. 1:14 he and Gaius were among the very few believers baptized by Paul himself.”
David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, “Crispus,” in Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible, ed. David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 296.] 

· He also could be one of the 72 disciples appointed by Christ in Luke 10.  
· This is the group that returned from going to every town and place (Luke 10:1)
· 17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
· There were all these amazing spiritual gifts (charismata)… but beware fixating on the gifts more than the grace of eternal life.
· In Corinth… they were prizing amazing spiritual gifts… but the word of God will bid us fix our eyes on Jesus Christ who loves us to the end.
· Otherwise it is like cherishing a tracking number… rather than the free gift of steadfast love.
Reading of God’s Word 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

 


Preaching God’s Word
1. Three years of Ministry Resulted in Position-ranking 
a. The 72 return from one of the greatest mission trips in the history of man.
i. The next thing we read about is Jesus rejoicing in the Spirit by praying to the Father.
1. After the workers are sent out into the plentiful harvest (Luke 10:2)…
a. The main thing that we hear about is the love of God between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
i. With an amazing combination of intimacy and authority…
1. Luke 10:22 - 22 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
b. Jesus summarizes for all those near him…
i. 23 Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”
b. Here is a moment of awesome power… supernatural insight… and incredible privilege…
i. The very next verses clarify what is to be done…
1. It is the parable of the Good Samaritan.
a. The story of a man who fell among robbers…
i. Passed over by the priest…
ii. Sidestepped by the Levite…
iii. Bound-up and bandaged by the Foreigner (Samaritan).
1. POINT:  36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”
c. our brother Sosthenes (if he was among the 72 disciples in Luke 10)
i. Would have heard the command to be mercifully kind to others because God’s steadfast love had written his name in heaven.
d. Or to say it another way…
i. 1 Cor. 13:8 - 8 Love never ends. 
1. Love never ending can have a couple of meanings…
a. #1 - Faileth (ἐκπίπτει). Falls off (ἐκ) like a leaf or flower, as Jas. 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:24.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 265.] 

i. In classical Greek it was used of an actor who was hissed off the stage. 
ii. But the correct reading is πίπτει falls, in a little more general sense, as Luke 16:17. Love holds its place
1. Also connected to the road between Athens and Corinth that had steep edges.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Sinclair Ferguson, Love Came Down at Christmas, 117.] 

b. #2 – Comes to an end
i. David Garland – “Love never collapses in defeat, is never destroyed, never falls apart, never falls short, or never fails to have an effect.”
ii. Philips paraphrase of this verse…
1. Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of its hope; it can outlast anything. It is, in fact, the one thing that still stands when all else has fallen.
a. Why would that be the thing to boast in?
i. Think about the other things it would be easy to boast in…[footnoteRef:4] [4:  “Of “tongues,” which are still more temporary, the verb is “shall cease.” A primary fulfilment of Paul’s statement took place when the Church attained its maturity; then “tongues” entirely “ceased,” and “prophesyings” and “knowledge,” so far as they were supernatural gifts of the Spirit, were superseded as no longer required when the ordinary preaching of the word, and the Scriptures of the New Testament collected together, had become established institutions.”
Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, vol. 2 (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997), 289.] 

1. As for prophecies, they will pass away;
a. Prophecies point to Christ. 
2. as for tongues, they will cease; 
a. Tongues celebrated Christ.
3. as for knowledge, it will pass away.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Philip Graham Ryken says it well, “Not knowledge in the sense of grasping the truth, which will endure forever, but knowledge as a spiritual gift to understand mysteries that are presently beyond us.”] 

a. Knowledge recognized the leadership of Christ.
b. If you boast in this good spiritual gifts rather than the love of God… it is like celebrating a tracking number.
e. What should you be boasting about?
i. Love never ends…
1. Your guilt for sin won’t be addressed by a mission trip…
a. But you know what will address your guilt…
i. Rom. 8:33 - 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
2. Your fears won’t go away just by attending a Bible study…
a. But you what will free your mind to walk in peace…
i. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
3. Your very real… vulnerabilities… weaknesses… limitations… your pain… won’t be soothed with eloquence.
a. But what will give you the dynamic power to love well in any situation…
i. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
ii. But the disciples didn’t get it…
1. At the end of the three-year ministry we read this…
a. Luke 22:24-27 - 24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 
i. Yet Christ again lovingly corrects His people.
b. 25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.
f. Transition:  There is an irony when Luke 22 shares about the disciples ranking each other…
i. It misses that…
2. All of History Will Praise to the One who ranked Last  
a. Why was the Corinth congregation to pursue love (1 Cor. 14:1).
i. 2 Cor. 8:8-9 - 8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 
1. The One who was first took the last place.
2. The One who should have been served took the towel.
3. The One who should have been praised was cursed.
4. The One who should have been celebrated was spat upon.
a. Why?
i. So that you this day… would know the steadfast love of God.
5. So that you would walk in the abundance of his rich grace…
a. Not necessarily in prophecy… tongues… or knowledge… but in this supernatural posture….
i.  Philip Ryken - 
ii. It means being patient with other people's failings. 
iii. It means being kind to people, even when they don't seem to deserve it. 
iv. It means not promoting ourselves, or boasting about our accomplishments, or insisting on having our own way. 
v. It means making less of ourselves and more of others. 
vi. It means forgiving people when they hurt us and refusing to get angry with them when they irritate us.
vii. It means believing the best truth about other people, not the worst falsehood. 
viii. It means that even in the most desperate circumstances, we are able to keep believing, keep hoping, and keep loving.
6. This is rejoicing that your names are written in heaven.
b. As the passage says…
i. 1 Cor. 13:9-10 - 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 
1. The reason we love others by the power of the Holy Spirit is because “the perfect”.
a. Some think that was the perfect Word of God being completed in its’ final form as we have in the Bible (1 Peter 1.
b. Some think it is the maturing process of believers (Eph. 4:11-13)
c. But I think it is the end of the imperfect and the end of the incomplete when the fullness of love is seen in heaven itself.
i. In heaven, our imperfect use of gifts will blossom in to the new creation of heavenly love.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Paul’s main point is that, whereas love is the full and final eschatological reality, the gifts of the Spirit are temporary and transitory. Thus, whereas “love never ends [lit. “falls”],” prophecies and knowledge “will be brought to an end,” and tongues will “cease.” Contrary to the Corinthians’ understanding of the gifts (cf. 4:8), their value is relative and temporary (noting the threefold occurrence of katargēthēsetai [“will be brought to an end”] in 13:8, 10; cf. 2:6; 6:13; 15:24–26). The charismata make possible what would not be possible otherwise in the time prior to the coming of the kingdom of God: anticipatory, partial sharing in the life of heaven. But when the kingdom of God comes (cf. 15:24–28), the mediation of revelation through “prophecies” and “knowledge” will not be necessary since revelation will be total and unmediated. The gift of “tongues” likewise will be unnecessary because communication will be total, “face to face” (cf. 13:12). All that will be left, all that will be necessary, will be the completeness (to teleion, v. 10) of relation, human and divine, which is love.

Stephen C. Barton, “1 Corinthians,” in Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible, ed. James D. G. Dunn and John W. Rogerson (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2003), 1343.] 

3. Conclusion
a. Tracking numbers are helpful… but when the package arrives…. They are for what they are… temporary.
i. So that you would be rooted in the love of God for your needs in the birth of Christ… hear this prophetic confidence from Anna (Luke 2)…
1. 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]So that you would know the love of God for your salvation… hear this tongue from Simeon (Luke 2)….
1. And he (Simeon) came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
iii. So that you would know the all searching love of our Good Shepherd to seek out his people… the knowledge of God was made manifest in the same chapter as the angels announced…
1. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
2. 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
b. In Christ, we say 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! (2 Cor. 9:15).
i. Or to say it another way…
1. Praise God that His Love never fails.
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