"Love is Not Irritable"
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Good Morning Beloved,
· Today we are thinking about irritants[footnoteRef:1]…  [1:    1. of sound, sharpness, opp. βαρύτης, Id.Phlb.17c, Tht.163c.
  2. of taste, pungency, acidity, in pl., Hp.VM19, Acut.61, cf. Gal.11.656.
Henry George Liddell et al., A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 1237.] 

· It is easy to think about a shrieking siren…
· A bright light that blinks randomly…
· Or a rancid wine that attacks your taste buds…
· Our passage is talking about relationships…
· Goes all the way back to the Garden…
· The Serpent’s perspective (re-wording from Sinclair Ferguson)…
· Don’t you see that God is really being unfair?
· Did he surround you with fruit-bearing trees just to irritate you by not letting you eat any of them?
· In line with that reasoning… the woman and the man acted in rebellion to God.
· The scriptures clearly show…
· Irritation with God (3:12)
· Connected to irritation with spouse (3:12)
· Connected with irritation with brother (4:3-8).
· the bible completely reveals the nature of our irritability.
· Common excuses don’t hold in the garden:
· The circumstances – God’s place
· Other people – God’s people
· Genes – God’s rule and blessing
· What a contrast with the irritants that marked Christ’s life…
· Birth in a manger…
· Run out of town as an infant…
· Abandoned by closest friends…
· Religious leaders try to trap him…
· Politicians humiliate him…
· Soldiers mock him…
· Crowds jeered him…
· In the midst of all those provocations…
· 1 Peter 2:22 - He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
· In Christ, we see the love of God that drives us to drop resentment and be reconciled.  
Reading of God’s Word 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

 


Preaching God’s Word
1) The love of Christ draws near to those in need
a. it is not irritable (ESV)
b. is not provoked (NASB)
c. it is not easily angered (NIV)
d. is not easily provoked (KJV)
i. The translations are saying in slightly different ways of capturing the way love acts in relationships.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  “The verb occurs only here and Acts 17:16. The kindred noun παροξυσμός, in Acts 15:39, describes the irritation which arose between Paul and Barnabas. In Heb. 10:24, stimulating to good works. It is used of provoking God, Deut. 9:8; Ps. 105:29; Isa. 65:3.”
Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 265.] 

1. Not grumpy or grouchy… not cantankerous… not ticked off… no tirades… no silent treatments… no chip on the shoulder… not touchy… 
a. Animal illustrations:  The spiritual porcupine that John mentioned last week… had to draw close… with its points.
i. Anthony Thiselton makes a similar connection with this phrase “a person cannot be goaded into the sharp retort of irritation”.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Anthony Thiselton, 1 Corinthians (NIGTC).] 

1. That idea connects to a blow-fish that is provokes and threatens with its points.
2. Great irony about our need to reminded to love…
a. Sometimes we can be irritated by other’s weakness.
i. In Marks 6… the disciples are irritated that people are crowds are wanting in on their time with JESUS.
1. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”
ii. The timing for this request is not only inconvenient… it is absurd (how can we feed 5,000 people?)
1. The request is at a bad time… and ridiculous in nature. 
b. Sometimes we can be irritated by other’s sins.
i. In Numbers 20, Moses lost his temper due to the grumbling of others.
1. He lives his life based on the sins of others rather than the holiness of God.
a. Consequently, Moses strikes the rock in rebellion to God because of the sins of the people.
2. God then deals with Moses’ sin because he marred the gospel.
c. Other times we can be irritated by other’s strengths.
i. There was a monk named Brother Lawrence… he wrote The Practice of the Presence of God… a spiritual “classic”.
1. There is also another book called Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister, where it tells of how the other monks resented Brother Lawrence.
a. They hate the… way he waters his roses… trims the myrtle bushes… and had the nerve to asked “what is the Latin name for “parsley”?
b. I wanted to ask him… do you know the Greek name for “swine’s snout?”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Philip Graham Ryken, Loving the Way Jesus Loves, 45-46..  ] 

ii. One commentator pauses… “When was the last time you asked the LORD to help you respond graciously to that special person who always annoys you?”
d. Other times we can be irritated by other’s insights
i. A Skill to be Acquired… Learn from Criticism
1. How do you handle criticism? 
a.  Or to say it a different way… do you have a sensitive area that no one can talk about?
ii. Pro. 29:1 - He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken beyond healing.
1. "Fair-minded criticism is one of life’s best pleasures, an acquired taste well worth the acquiring…
2. Someone who
a. takes you seriously, 
b. understands you accurately, 
c. treats you charitably, 
d. and then lays it on the line is a messenger from God for your welfare.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://control.ccef.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Does-the-Shoe-Fit_.pdf] 

3. Irritation… cantankerousness… grumpy or grouchy manner… acts like the artist at the Alabama Farm when you sit for a Caricature drawing…
a. The eyes become bigger… the lips become smaller… the ears are drawn to resemble Dumbo.
i. Are you prone to mocking the critic, like a caricature artists, or prone to learn from them?
ii. So it that is what love does not do… what is the passage saying that love does do?
1. Illustration:  From the National Wildfire Coordinating Group… thinking about a burn perimeter.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.nwcg.gov/course/ffm/mapping/51-burn-area-and-perimeter] 

a. Imaging if you had a wild fire that threatened to consume a forest.  
i. They have tools to calculate the size of a burn area they would need to create to contain the wild fire.
1. By creating a burned perimeter around the fire… they choke out the fuel for the wild fire and so preserve the forest.
b. POINT:  Love constrains the wildfire of passions.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Thiselton – “Virtually every lexicon and primary source indicates the notion of reaching a level of exasperation. But how does this express itself? The English pique combines the same range of nuances as the Greek: something between irritation and anger which takes offense because one’s self-regard has been dented, wounded, or punctured by some sharp point. Love, Paul urges, does not become exasperated into pique, partly because patience delays exasperation and partly because lack of self-interest diverts a sense of self-importance away from reacting on the grounds of wounded pride: “it is not embittered by injuries, whether real or supposed.”
] 

i. Matthew Henry – “Where the fire of love is kept in, the flames of wrath will not easily kindle, nor long keep burning.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Vol. VI, 574] 

iii. Application:
1. Irritated by Other’s weakness? – Pray for God’s provision (Phil. 4)
a. Phil. 4:19- 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
i. Ask God to put you in others’ lives to serve others.
1. By remembering “God is in control”… it reminds us that His timing is right and His wisdom is pure.
2. He has power to help in every need.
2. Irritated by Other’s sins? – Pray for God’s mercy (Acts 17:16)
a. 16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 
b. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 
c. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
i. Ask God to put you in others’ lives so share Christ with them. 
1. Adam and Eve’s greatest need in the Garden was not the irritation of being married to one another.
a. Their greatest need is to be reconciled to God.
ii. Beloved, our greatest need in relationships is to be reconciled to the LORD.
1. Beware blaming irritability on others like Adam did to Eve or Moses did with Israel.
3. Irritated by Other’s strengths? – Praise God for His power (Phil. 2)
a. The letter to the Corinthians addresses all sorts of provoking irritations…
i. Factions… immorality… lawsuits… friction in disputes about marriage… and eating food sacrificed to idols…[footnoteRef:9]  several things that would provoke… irritate and yet the letter begins… [9:  Kistemaker, 1 Corinthians, 460.  ] 

b. 1 Cor. 1:4 - 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Irritated by Other’s insights? – Praise God for His Discipline (Heb. 12)
2) The love of Christ forgives those in sin (John 21:17)
a. Love is not resentful (ESV)
b. does not take into account a wrong suffered, (NASB)
c. it keeps no record of wrongs (NIV)
d. thinketh no evil; (KJV)
e. Application:  Right when you are at the point of exasperation… remember the gospel.
i. 
ii. Calvin – “Love is a bridle to repress quarrels.”
iii. A Truth to Be Remembered… Remember the Cross
1. 
a. The God of peace acts and speaks as a polemicist and controversialist. He’s always “fussing” about what He sees going on. Jesus Christ is the trouble-making peacemaker, the grace-giving rebuker, the constructive voice and hands who tears out old wiring and remodels His house. The Teacher teaches His disciples to become the same.
3) Conclusion
4

