"Love does not insist on its own way"
1 Corinthians 13:5b
Good Morning Beloved,
· Randall Goodgame wrote a delightful song that is written for children drawing on…
· Phil. 2:3-4 (ESV) - 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
· Do nothing out of selfish ambition
Or vain conceit
Rather, in humility value others
Above yourselves
Do nothing out of selfish ambition (ooh)
Or vain conceit
Rather, in humility value others
Above yourselves.
· Above yourselves
You first, you first
Above yourselves
No, please, after you
Value others
I don't mind, you go ahead
Above yourselves
No, really, it's my pleasure after you
· Above yourselves
You first, you first
Above yourselves
Be my guest, friend, please, I insist
Value others
It's no problem,
I think you were here first anyway
· Above yourselves
In the spirit of Paul's letter to
The Philippians, please let me serve you
In this simple manner
Shoob it up, (why don't you take the biggest cookie)
Shoob it up, (on the plate)
· Everyday, Shoob it up (I'll take a smaller one)
· Why do you talk about a children’s song?
· Someone said the first word a child understands… is not “mama” or “daddy” but MINE!
· When God calls us to give us childish ways… it means to love.
· Today we see that Love does not insist on its own way.
 

Reading of God’s Word 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

 


Preaching God’s Word
1) Remember our Savior's Prayers in Gethsemane to Die for Others' Good
a. I Cor. 13:5b[footnoteRef:1] -  It does not insist on its own way (ESV) [1:  5 οὐκ ⸀ἀσχημονεῖ,* οὐ ζητεῖ ⸁τὰ ἑαυτῆς, οὐ παροξύνεται, οὐ λογίζεται τὸ κακόν,
Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), 1 Co 13:5.] 

i. it does not seek its own (NASB)
ii. it is not self-seeking (NIV)
iii. seeketh not her own, (KJV)
1. Some translations are more explicit…[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Anthony Thiselton, Commentary on 1 Corinthians, NIGTC] 

a. Love is never selfish (REB)
b. Love is never self-seeking (TCNT)
c. Love does not pursue selfish aims (O.M. Norlie)
b. This idea is radically different to what the world of Corinth… and dare we say… the streets of our city… would have understood.
i. What is the difference?
1. The image of Cupid helps.
a. Yes, the Valentine’s Day figure on Hallmark cards.  
i. Sometimes illustrated like a baby angel… what does he have?
1. A bow and arrows.
b. This figure from Greco-Roman myth is not depicted as a suitor… but as one with “cunning, seductive, and winning ways… Love is shown as a clever hunter… this type of ‘love’ seeks to grasp the object of its own desire.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Thiselton, 1 Cor. ] 

2. The image of Cupid as a wonderful illustration of Eros love… that is where a person seeks to master someone or something else (like knowledge).
a. It is this idea that is summarized as “He is on the Hunt.”  Or “She is on the Hunt.”
ii. In contrast…. The word for love… agape… is not self-centered interest…[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Vol. VI, 574, - “Indeed self-love, in some degree, is natural to all men, enters into their very constitution. And a reasonable love of self is by our Saviour made the measure of our love to others, that charity which is here described, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The apostle does not mean that charity destroys all regard to self; he does not mean that the charitable man should never challenge what is his own, but utterly neglect himself and all his interests. Charity must then root up that principle which is wrought into our nature. But charity never seeks its own to the hurt of others, or with the neglect of others. It often neglects its own for the sake of others; prefers their welfare, and satisfaction, and advantage, to its own; and it ever prefers the weal of the public, of the community, whether civil or ecclesiastical, to its private advantage. It would not advance, nor aggrandize, nor enrich, nor gratify itself, at the cost and damage of the public.”] 

1. Matt. 19:19 -  19 …You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
2. Matt. 7:7 - 12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
c. In the Garden of Gethsemane, we see the reality of love… a love that seeks the glory of God and good for others.
i. Matthew 26:36ff - 36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
1. Rather than living for his own comfort… Jesus Christ is showing us the love of our faithful Bridegroom of Blood.
a. Richard Baxter describes Christ’s agony…
i. “… not from the fear of death, but from the deep sense of God’s wrath against sin; which He as our sacrifice was to bear; in greater pain than mere dying.”
ii. 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
1. In love, the Son makes a deliberate choice to love the Father.
a. By drink the cup of judgment of God’s wrath on the cross (Isa. 51:17).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Raymond Dillard’s excellent sermon on the passage may be found here.  https://www.ccef.org/jbc-article/the-other-cup/] 

iii. 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
1. The very people who will benefit from the cross… are asleep as Jesus sweats drops of blood.
a. Medically… consider… how intense is the psychological trauma that causes Jesus to sweat… sweat drops of blood on a cold (remember people will huddle around a fire… a charcoal fire)… 
iv. 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 
1. B.B. Warfield – In the presence of mental anguish… the physical tortures retire to the background…”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  As quoted by Ryken in Loving the Way Jesus Loves] 

v. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again.
1. Three times… three times… three times… Jesus has pleaded…
a. Ryken makes a helpful observation about that word “if”…[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Philip Graham Ryken, Loving the Way Jesus Loves, 127.  ] 

i. “If”… can mean “since”…
1. Like the child who says… “if it is time for bed… will you read me a book.”
b. “Since this cup cannot pass without me drinking it… your will be done.”
vi.  45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
d. POINT: 2 Cor. 5:14-15 - 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
i. Fee – “love is toward others… the way God in Christ has been toward us.”
2) Request our Sovereign's Power in Every Moment to Live for Others' Benefit 
a. Application #1 - Ask for the Holy Spirit 
i. Romans. 5:5 - hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
1. In 1902, Adelaide Pollard wrote…
a. 1 Have thine own way, Lord!
Have thine own way!
Thou art the potter,
I am the clay.
Mold me and make me
after thy will,
while I am waiting,
yielded and still.
2. One man didn’t read the words correctly and was singing…
a. Have mine own way, LORD!
ii. In the natural way… we sings…
1. Have mine own way, Lord!  Have mine own way!
2. Let me be in charge here, at least for today.
3. I really don’t need you – say what you will;
4. I’ve got my own plan, Lord, you can just chill![footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ryken, Loving, 120.] 

iii. We would always sing that version until we are led by the Holy Spirit…
1. Gal. 5:16ff - 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.
a. Live in the Spirit.
b. Application #2 - Stop demanding your “rights” – Matt. 5:38-42
i. Paul labored faithfully in Corinth for a year and half… and didn’t get paid (1 Cor. 9:18)
ii. When the Scriptures describe Timothy it says…
1. Phil. 2:19ff - 19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the gospel. 
a. John Calvin notes…
i. “… to seek one’s own things, is to be devoted to self, and to be wholly taken up with concern for one’s own advantage. This definition solves the question, whether it is lawful for a Christian to be concerned for his own advantage? 
ii. for Paul does not here reprove every kind of care or concern for ourselves, but the excess of it, which proceeds from an immoderate and blind attachment to ourselves. 
iii. Now the excess lies in this — if we think of ourselves so as to neglect others, or if the desire of our own advantage calls us off from that concern, which God commands us to have as to our neighbors.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Calvin, Commentary on the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 423-424.] 

iii. One Christian said… 
1. Man’s premiere quest is for justice….[footnoteRef:10]   [10:  https://harasprice.com/2014/09/21/my-fair-share/ - It is wonderfully summarized in Charlie Brown Christmas… She dictates out loud to big brother Charlie Brown, who is helping with her writing.  At the end, she sums up what a lot of people are thinking:  “…if it seems too complicated, make it easy on yourself and just send money.  How about tens and twenties?”  As Charlie Brown screams, “TENS AND TWENTIES!!  Even my baby sister…” we all chuckle.   Then, truth comes in Sally’s quiet voice:  “All I want is what I have coming to me.  All I want is my fair share.”] 

2. Love has a different quest….
a. Barret – “Love not merely does not seek that which does not belong to it; it is prepared to give up for the sake of others even what it is entitled to.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  D.A. Carson, Showing the Spirit:  A Theological Exposition of 1 Cor. 12-14, 80.  ] 

iv. This was destroying the church in Corinth…
1. People insisting on their way…
a. Story from Baptist congregation about drums in worship.
i. One Sunday… no drums…
1. Search the church… threats of search warrants for homes…
2. Eventually found… in the baptismal.
2. Illustrating… no one was being one to Christ in love when the believers fought with one another.
v. Look for opportunities to love…. And give.
c. Application #3 - Seek your neighbors’ advantage – 1 Cor. 10:24
i. What is your neighbor’s advantage?
1. To know God.
a. To experience His Grace… Power… and Holiness.
2. What does that mean?
a. You may have to correct your neighbor for the glory of God.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-does-love-insist-on-its-way] 

i. Paul corrected Peter because his actions were not in keeping with the gospel (Gal. 2).
b. You may have to let go of things you prize so that your neighbor may flourish.
i.  1 Cor. 10:24 - 24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. 
ii. Kistermaker - “Love flourishes in an atmosphere where two people trust each other and know that they will promote the welfare of the other.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Kistemaker, 1 Corinthians, 460.  ] 

1. This is the big question… “How can we love them well?”
a. We will love them… just looking for wisdom.
3) Conclusion
a. Beloved, we will insist on our own way as relationships become contests.
i. But when we remember Christ and walk in the Spirit…
1. We can not only listen to a children’s song…
ii. We can pray as children…
1. Saying… Matt. 6:9-10
a. Our Father in heaven,
b. hallowed be your name.
c. 10 Your kingdom come,
d. your will be done,
iii.  Or to say it another way…
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