"Love is Not Resentful"
1 Corinthians 13:5
Good Morning Beloved,
·  How would the world describe the church?
· 1900 years ago… a man named Aristides labeled Christians to the emperor Hadrian this way…[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://deovivendiperchristum.wordpress.com/2013/12/31/aristides-of-athens-2nd-century-ad-on-the-conduct-of-christians/] 

·  "They love one another. 
· They never fail to help widows. 
· They save orphans from those who would hurt them. 
· If a Christian person has something, he gives to a person who has nothing. 
· If they see a stranger, Christians invite them to come into their home as though he were a real brother.
· If they see someone who is ill or someone who is in prison, they go visit them. 
· If they hear that one of them is in great tribulation, they will give that person all that he or she needs. 
· These Christians are a new kind of people. They seem to be filled with the Spirit of God!”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Mark J. Boba, The NIV Application Commentary:  Haggai, Zechariah, 407.] 

· What a description of the church from those on the outside…
· What about the description from those on the inside?
· It is not an idea about what we ought to be doing…
· Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Life Together
·  - “The very hour of disillusionment with my brother becomes incomparably salutary, because it so thoroughly teaches me that neither of us can ever live by our own words and deeds, but only by that one Word and Deed which really binds us together-
· -the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ. 
· When the morning mists of dreams vanish, then dawns the bright day of Christian fellowship.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Bonhoeffer, Life Together, 28-29.] 

· It is the love of God in the forgiveness of our sins that strengthens us to love without being resentful.


Reading of God’s Word 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

 


Preaching God’s Word
1) The Childishness of Resentment
a. Love is not resentful (ESV)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  οὐ λογίζεται τὸ κακόν, - Kurt Aland et al., Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2012), 1 Co 13:5–6.] 

b. does not take into account a wrong suffered, (NASB)
c. it keeps no record of wrongs (NIV)
d. thinketh no evil; (KJV)
i. The phrase could literally be stated… “Doesn’t reckon the bad.”
1.  And that word “reckon” is the same word that is used in verse 11 of this chapter… 
a. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.
ii. There is an immaturity in resentment that Christians are to give up.
e. What is that immaturity?
i. There are a couple of different ways to take this phrase:
1. #1 - thinketh no evil; (KJV)
a. Image: The Air traffic control with his spinning radars sweep the airspace... this person constantly sweeps the area suspecting others of evil… or wanting to attack other with evil.
i. Meaning… love does not suspect its neighbor of evil… nor does it think about committing evil itself.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Vol. VI, 574, “Charity thinks no evil. It cherishes no malice, nor gives way to revenge: so some understand it. It is not soon, nor long, angry; it is never mischievous, nor inclined to revenge; it does not suspect evil of others, ou logizetai to kakon—it does not reason out evil, charge guilt upon them by inference and innuendo, when nothing of this sort appears open. True love is not apt to be jealous and suspicious; it will hide faults that appear, and draw a veil over them, instead of hunting and raking out those that lie covered and concealed: it will never indulge suspicion without proofs, but will rather incline to darken and disbelieve evidence against the person it affects.”] 

1. Mindset:  I’m constantly on a hunt for rejection from other people… that way… I can cast-off them before they hurt me.
b. When God spoke through the prophet Zechariah about God’s abiding comfort and care… one of the ways that renewed relationship was to be seen was this…[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The Greek translation of the Old Testament Hebrew uses the same word here in 1 Corinthians to describe “not devising evil”.] 

i. Zechariah 8:17 - 17 do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for all these things I hate, declares the Lord.”
c. POINT:  Love remains innocent of plots.
i. Calvin – “Love is a bridle to repress quarrels.”
2. #2 – keeps no record of wrongs
a. Image:  a Bookkeeper who flips the pages of his ledger to reveal what has been received and spent.
i. He is able to give an exact account and provide an itemized list.  
1. Some people are keeping a list of wrongs that they have experienced.  
2. But love is extremely forgetful when it comes to remembering injury and injustice.  
3. When wrongs have been forgiven, they ought to be forgotten and never be mentioned again.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Kistemaker, 1 Corinthians, 461.  ] 

b. POINT:  The old bookkeeper with his chalk board of notations… love wipes the slate clean.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  David Jackman, Let’s Study 1 Corinthians, 218.] 

i. What happens if you don’t do that…
1. Jackman – “disagreements deepen into grievances, and bitterness hardens grievances into hostility”.
ii. Or to say it another way…
1. Resentment is like drinking poison and hoping it will kill the other person.
c. One man noted it like this… imagine an old chalk ledger where the marks grow faded over time… so the accountant daily goes back over the marks to keep the system fresh.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  From Anthony Thiselton – “There may be a link, however, between Spicq’s interpretation and the notion of reckoning up. He observes: “Instead of nursing the memory of an injury … charity refuses to notice that anything has happened” (cf. 2 Cor 3:5; Phil 4:8).”] 

i. There is a big difference between a great memory or high intelligence and a resentful spirit.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Sinclair Ferguson, Love Came Down at Christmas,  79. ] 

ii. This is the spiritual way that is described in Philippians 4:8…
1. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
iii. Instead of nursing old grievances… there is a cultivating of new fruit… love.
d. “Love, instead of entering evil as a debt in its account-book, voluntarily passes the sponge over what it endures” (Godet).[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 265.] 

f. Transition:  When I thought like a child (vs. 11)… I was fixated on who hurt me and how I could either avoid being hurt… or hurting others back.
i. What would ever change that pursuit of desire for revenge?
2) The Maturity of Forgiveness
a. Imagine a Western… the hero comes to the corral and his arrival is to “settle the score…”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Ferguson, 82.] 

i.  Jesus Christ would be fully justified to come in judgment… yet we hear in the Holy scriptures…
1. 1 John 4:9-10 - 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
a. Friends… if you are here today and you have a nagging sense of guilt over things you’ve done in the past…
i. There is one phrase that take the sponge of grace over the etched account of your sins….
1. It is the phrase…
a. “It is finished.” (John 19:30).[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Matthew Henry – “1. What he said, and we may suppose him to say it with triumph and exultation, Tetelestai—It is finished, a comprehensive word, and a comfortable one. (1.) It is finished, that is, the malice and enmity of his persecutors had now done their worst; … (2.) It is finished, that is, the counsel and commandment of his Father concerning his sufferings were now fulfilled; it was a determinate counsel, and he took care to see every iota and tittle of it exactly answered, Acts 2:23. … (3.) It is finished, that is, all the types and prophecies of the Old Testament, which pointed at the sufferings of the Messiah, were accomplished and answered.…. (4.) It is finished, that is, the ceremonial law is abolished, and a period put to the obligation of it. …(5.) It is finished, that is, sin is finished, and an end made of transgression, by the bringing in of an everlasting righteousness. … (6.) It is finished, that is, his sufferings were now finished, both those of his soul and those of his body. …(7.) It is finished, that is, his life was now finished, he was just ready to breathe his last, and now he is no more in this world… (8.) It is finished, that is, the work of man’s redemption and salvation is now completed...”] 

2. At the cross of Christ, the childishness of resentment fades as the maturity of forgiveness blossoms.
a. Eph. 1:7-8 - 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
ii. DO you know this for yourself?
1. Luther writes, 
a. "God accepts no one except the abandoned, 
b. makes no one healthy except the sick, 
c. gives no one sight except the blind, 
d. brings no one to life except the dead,
e. makes no one holy except sinners."
iii. Beloved, in Christ… 
1. 2 Cor. 5:19 - …in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
b. POINT:  Based on the forgiveness of our sins… we forgive one another and believe the best about one another.
i. Love… is to be toward others… the way God in Christ has been toward us.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Philip Graham Ryken, Loving the Way Jesus Loves, 172.  ] 

1. One writer put it this way…
a. If I have not compassion on my fellow-servant even as my Lord had pity on me, 
i. then I know nothing of Calvary love.
b. If I know little of His pity, if I know little of His courage of hopefulness for the truly humble and penitent, 
i. then I know nothing of Calvary love.
c. If I cast up a confessed, repented, and forsaken sin against another, and allow my remembrance of that sin to color my thinking and feed my suspicions, 
i. then I know nothing of Calvary love.
d. If I take offense easily, if I am content to continue a cool unfriendliness, though friendship be possible, 
i. then I know nothing of Calvary love.
e. If I say, "Yes, I forgive, but I cannot forget," as though the God, who twice a day washes all the sands on all the shores of all the world, could not wash such memories from my mind, 
i. then I know nothing of Calvary love.
3) Conclusion
a. Beloved, 1900 years ago a man described the Christian community…
i. It was a reality that showed Jesus words to be true when he said…
1. John 16 -  34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
ii. This commandment is what the Holy Spirit enables us to obey when we hear…
1. Eph. 4:31f - 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
b. Or to say it another way…
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Love is not resentful.
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