"Love doesn’t quit"
1 Corinthians 13:7
Good Morning Beloved,
· Third grade… Mrs. Copeland… Harpeth Valley Elementary School
· Our third grade class was legendary in our own time because we defeated and crushed the all-powerful fourth graders in the only arena that truly matters…
· The kick-ball diamond.
· It was a victory that is still rightly being celebrated today… even in this moment.
· But that year was also significant for me… personally…
· The class seating chart followed the alphabetical arrangement of the student’s last name.
· Even though I was toward the front of the class due with a last name starting with the letter “B”…. I couldn’t read the board.
· From that year on… I have had glasses.
· They are the way I understand the world… and make sense of the things happening around me.
· In the word of God, we see that there is a right way of going through this life…
· 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 - 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
· It does not say…
· Rejoice always… that you bet the 4th graders…
· It simply says… rejoice always.
· Not…
· give thanks in circumstances that worked out the way you wanted them to…
· The words… always…. Without ceasing… and in all circumstances… bid us to walk by faith to the living God.
· They act as glasses to clarify what we should do in any and every situation.
· Similarly, … 
· The same spectacles that orient us to look to God by faith…
· Grant us a perspective to love one another with perseverance…
· For God’s word says…
· 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.



Reading of God’s Word 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

 


Preaching God’s Word
1. Persevere with Spirit-filled courage
a. Four phrases in this one sentence…[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The ESV Study Bible notes, “The terms believe and hopes are sandwiched between bears and endures and, like them, probably refer to relationships between people rather than to faith and hope in God. Love believes the best of others and hopes the best for them.”] 

i. We will take the first and last phrase here…
1. 7 Love bears all things… endures all things.
b. Is there a difference between “bearing” and “enduring” all things?
i. Yes.
c. #1 - This first thought Love bears all things is translated in the NIV as It always protects.
i. That is because the word here is connected to a “roof” of a house…. A “covering.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:   Henry George Liddell et al., A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 1636. -  στέγω, A. keep out water, δόμος ἅλα στέγων a house that keeps out the sea 2. of other things, fend off, repel, 3. later, bear up, sustain, support  B. keep in, hold water,] 

1. 1 Peter 4:7-8 - 7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
a. Notice our key word in this verse…. All…. All… all… all
i. Is there ever a time not to be self-controlled and sober minded?
1. No.
ii. Is there ever a time to stop loving others?
1. No. 
iii. What would wisdom look like in bearing all things?
1. Pro. 10:17 - Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.
2. Pr. 17:9 - Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.
2. Love is like the roof that keeps the family fellowship dry in the midst of the storm.
a. Love is like the cloak that breaks the winds of accusations…
i. As one person noted… It (love) keeps out resentment as the ship keeps out the water, or the roof the rain.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Marvin Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 265.] 

ii. When can I stop acting in love?
d. #2 - 7 Love bears all things… endures all things.
i. Here is where love sings with a deeper commitment than Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers when they sing “No I won’t back down.”
1. Love endures (ESV)… perseveres (NIV) all things.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Henry George Liddell et al., A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 1888–1889. - ὑπομένω, - 2. c. acc. rei, to be patient under, abide patiently, submit to any evil that threatens one, b. await in hope, 3. abs., stand one’s ground, stand firm] 

a. Beloved, there are only two places in America that offer you a life free of pain and problems…. 
i. Those two places are run by a friendly talking mouse.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Steve Estes, When God Weeps] 

b. There is a need for “godly grit” … a meek settled-ness  and resolute iron-clad conviction that in every circumstance… I will seek to love well.
2. Why?	
a. Paul’s joy in the Spirit
i. 2 Tim. 2:10-13 - 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for:  If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself.
b. Peter’s confidence in the Holy Ghost
i. 1 Peter 2:19ff - 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.
c. John’s declaration from the Spirit of Truth
i. Rev. 1:9 – I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
1. There is an endurance based on this blessing…
ii. Rev. 1:5ff - To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
e. Application Questions:
i. If we are to practice love at all times and in every situation with one another… let’s review this chapter again (with help from one writer.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Anthony Thiselton, 1 Corinthians (NIGTC).] 

1.  (1) On the emptiness of seeking every gift except love (vv. 1–3): On what do we spend most of our time and energy? 
a. What gifts or achievements do we imagine will win us most respect? 
b. Will profound wisdom, prophetic insight, or massive self-sacrifice? 
c. If the Spirit has not poured God’s love into our hearts until it overflows (Rom. 5:5), all these other “achievements” are like covering many sheets of paper with statistics or equations only to end up with zero as the end result. 
2. (2) On avoiding loveless and intrusive “noise” (v. 1): In acoustics and electronics “noise” carries a technical meaning. 
a. This is close to Paul’s metaphor of an acoustic resonator that amplifies noise but conveys no musical note or signal in its own right. 
b. Without love for the other, Christians can unwittingly generate mere “noise.” 
c. How can we insure that our presence, words, and deeds are not merely intrusive: like mere “noise” that obscures Christ rather than conveys Christ?
3. (3) On pure or mixed motivations that lie behind love and loving action (v. 3): Paul warns us that people can make extraordinary sacrifices for reasons other than love. 
a. Might self-sacrifice spring from dour, half-resentful duty? 
b. Might it ever spring from a desperate desire to win respect or recognition, or to make others take us more seriously? 
c. When is love freely given, and when does love depend on receiving something in return? 
i. God’s love does not depend on whether we are attractive to God: God loves us freely. 
d. How can Christians show that kind of love that does not love only the like-minded, congenial, or attractive?  
4. (4) On the virtue of waiting patiently (v. 4a): 
a. Many examples of great things or events simply cannot be rushed: examples of great music; a growing oak tree; and the maturing of a thinker, scholar, or artist. 
b. So why does our “postmodern” era ever demand instantaneousness? 
c. Why do we demand instant solutions, instant success, instant cures or answers? 
5.  (5) On the warmth, generosity, and purity of showing kindness (v. 4a): 
a. “kind” often seems bland and insipid. … But even the noun includes “the quality of being helpful … ‘readily generous in disposition’ ” 
b. The quality is ascribed to God (Ps. 31:20; Rom. 2:4; 9:23; 11:22). 
c. To “show kindness” (the verb) invites acts of kindness from others (1 Clement 13:2; 14:3). 
d. How can we more adequately appreciate the warmth, power, and generosity of sheer kindness? 
e. How closely does this word bring us to the heart of love?
6. (6) On the contamination of love by envy, self-importance, and self-interest (vv. 4b, 5): 
a. If we genuinely love our fellow Christians, shall we grudge them gifts or ministries that God may choose to give to them? 
b. What place has envy if we love them? 
c. Does not love want the best for the loved one? 
d. If God deals with us through sheer gift alone, can we deal with others on a different basis? 
e. How important is generosity as an indicator of “pure” love?
7. (7) On love under pressure to keep a score of “hurts” (vv. 5b–6): 
a. to love is to render oneself vulnerable. 
b. husbands and wives, parents and children, and friends…the one who loves is especially open to being wounded through misunderstandings, false assumptions, or disappointments. 
c. How do we prevent this from “becoming exasperated into pique” (v. 5b)? 
d. Where there is self-regard and lack of patience, this turns readily into “a parade of hurts.” 
e. This, in turn, provides material for a manipulative blackmail in which the one who is “hurt” seeks redress. 
f. Paul perceives that a downward spiral into mutual recrimination can be prevented only if love does not keep a reckoning up of evil (v. 5c), or “keeps no score of wrongs” (REB). 
g. Love will never seek to identify a grand total of supposed “hurt” or injury. 
h. How can we best avoid these pitfalls in the church, in the home, at work, or in society?
8. (8) On the nonmanipulative character of love (v. 6): Love is never glad if another fails. 
a. Does love sometimes lose its way, and we are tempted to say, “I told you so,” even with relish? 
b. How easily might the dynamics of love degenerate into dynamics of manipulative control? 
c. Self-deception might pretend that this is for the benefit of the other. 
d. But true love persists, and discards false rhetoric in favor of a mutual search for truth, which it then celebrates.
9. (9) On the constancy and tirelessness of true love (v. 7): Love never tires of support, … never gives up (v. 7).
a. When the wisdom of love… poise and passion… reach the final chapter there is a poem…
i. Love is strong as death.…
Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.
If one offered for love
all the wealth of one’s house,
it would be utterly scorned. (Song of Songs 8:6–7)
b. God’s love for the world and his church never tires of support … never gives up. 
10. Christians are caught up in that love. 
f. Transition:  The strength to love by the Spirit pairs with the spiritual fortitude to…
2. Pray with Son-honoring conviction
a. Now the other two phrases…
i. believes all things, 
1. This is not a statement to be naïve or gullible….
a. Christian love is not at odds with Spiritual wisdom (James 3:17).
i. That this is saying is that the most important person in your relationships…
1. Is not you…
2. It is not the other person…
3. It is the Living God.
b. We do not love others to manipulate them…. We do not serve others to get some sort of desired consequence…
i. WE love others… because God made known His love in sending His Son (John 3:16)
1. Therefore… in our relationships… we have this clarifying conviction…
ii. Pro. 3:5-6 - 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
    and do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
    and he will make straight your paths.
c. Calvin – Love would rather be deceived by its gentleness of heart than injure a brother by suspicion.  It is always ready to think the best, to put the most favorable construction on anything.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  David Jackman, Let’s Study 1 Corinthians, 218.] 

2. POINT:  We love others best by faith in Christ.
ii. hopes all things,
1. Going back to a pair glasses (physical glasses)… those with poor vision cannot see without corrective lenses.
a. Similarly…. Beloved… we cannot love others well without the Son-honoring conviction that God hears our prayers.  
3. Conclusion
a. Love at all times…
i. Because Jesus has bore your sins to the cross so that even if you sin 70 x 7… your inequity would be covered (1 Peter 2).
b. Love at all times…
i. Because it is the Father that you are serving, not men (Col. 3)… 
c. Love at all times…
i. Because the Spirit strengthens you to pray at all times as he works in you (Rom. 8:24)
d. Love at all times…
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Because the Savior endured the Cross and prayed… Father, into your hands I commit my spirit… so that you in every moment would be secured in the powerful hands of steadfast love.
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