Pastor’s Message			“The Summons”
Cousins… we never know what to expect from them. I have one cousin who’s served time behind bars and another cousin who volunteers their time at church. News of both surprised me when I heard these things about them, but because I didn’t have much contact with them growing up, I didn’t know them very well.
This may be an explanation for John the Baptist’s “I did not know him” statements in our Gospel reading today. Allow me to refresh your memories…
John 1:31 “ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” Again in verse 33, John said,  “And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” 
I have to admit that when I first read these words of John the Baptist regarding his cousin Jesus, it threw my brain for a little loop because I had reasoned that these two had known each other their whole lives.  But the more I thought about it and researched it, a new understanding started falling into place in my mind.
One explanation for John’s “I did not know him” statements could be that he really didn’t know Jesus well because Jesus was raised in Nazareth, and John was raised near Jerusalem. By foot, this is between 56 and 62 miles depending upon which route is taken and it generally takes 3-4 days to hike it. 
I don’t know about you, but I’d need a very good reason to make a trip like that on foot. However, we know from Luke 2:41 that “Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.” This always led me to believe that the Holy Family would spend time with their extended family members from the Jerusalem area when they made pilgrimage each year. It only makes sense.
So, maybe John the Baptist meant that he did not know Jesus was the Messiah when he made his “I did not know him” statements. That makes more sense to me because I find it highly unlikely that the boys didn’t know each other. Being the same age, they probably played together over the Passover holiday.
But here’s something that still confuses me: in Luke 1:42-43, John the Baptist’s mother Elizabeth, upon seeing her cousin Mary enter her home, exclaimed in a loud voice, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”
If Elizabeth knew that her cousin Mary was the mother of God’s son, don’t you think she would have told her son this news? But… we don’t know at what age Elizabeth or her husband Zechariah died, so maybe they were unable to share this with their son. Or maybe they told him but John was a skeptic. Either way, he claimed that he did not know Jesus to be the Messiah.
Okay. As this sermon was supposed to be about answering God’s call, I should get this train back on its tracks and start unpacking that! Both of our scripture readings today were about people who answered God’s call, so let’s start with Paul’s greeting to the people of Corinth.
We know Paul (formerly known as Saul) answered the call from Jesus himself when he was stricken blind on the road to Damascus and Jesus’ voice came to him from heaven and asked, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” But in our reading today, Paul was commending the believers in Corinth for their great faith and for them answering the call from God to put their faith in Jesus. Because of their great faith, they were given blessings and every spiritual gift among their congregation. Praise be to God.
We also heard from John the Baptist that he answered the call from God to baptize when he said, “...the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” (Way to go, John!)
But wait! There’s more! Two of John the Baptist’s followers, when they heard what John said about Jesus being the Lamb of God and God’s Chosen One, heard God’s call in their hearts that caused them to leave John and follow Jesus instead. One of them was Andrew who was the brother of Simon Peter. 
Knowing that his brother had been awaiting the coming of the Messiah just as much as he had, the first thing Andrew did was go to Simon and tell him they had found the Messiah! Can you imagine that conversation?
Andrew was either so excited or so moved that he convinced Simon to come and see for himself. And when he met Jesus, the first thing Jesus did was tell him he would now be known as Peter. 
That’s strange… usually friends don’t give you a nickname until you’ve known each other for a while, but the first thing Jesus did was say: (and I’m paraphrasing here…) Simon, I know you already. You will be known as The Rock. You are the foundation of my church.
And this is true in many ways. Peter was not only an enthusiastic follower of Jesus, but he was also the first Pope of the church after Jesus’ ascension into heaven. 
All of these people have answered the call to follow Jesus and place their salvation in his hands. We do that very same thing when we confess Jesus as Lord. Please join me in prayer as we bow our heads and ask for God’s guidance…
Holy God, we bow our heads and humble ourselves before you. We thank you for sharing your heart with us and we submit to your call upon our lives to be faithful followers of our Savior Jesus the Christ. 
Lord, as we navigate the busy-ness of this world, we ask that you reveal yourself to us so that we may hear your call to go, follow, sit or stay. Stir us to action, to prayer and to obedience as we seek your voice in our souls amongst the noise in our heads. 
Guide us, Lord. Change our hearts, change our names as you wish as you did for Simon Peter. May our will be your will and our hearts be your heart. Amen.

