“On This Rock — For This World”
Why the Church Exists and Who It’s Really For
Matthew 16:13–18; Acts 1:8; Luke 19:10; John 20:21

A STRONG CHURCH IN A DISCONNECTED WORLD
We live in a time when people are more connected than ever—and lonelier than ever.  More churches.
More sermons.  More access to Scripture.  Yet more confusion about why the church exists at all.
Some see the church as:
· irrelevant
· outdated
· judgmental
· or unnecessary
The temptation for the church in moments like this is to either retreat or rebrand.  But Jesus offers neither.  He gives us a mission.

THE QUESTION BEFORE THE CHURCH
Matthew 16 opens not with a statement—but a question.  “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
Jesus starts with public opinion.  With perception.  With reputation.  Because before the church can shape the world, it must understand how the world sees Christ.
Then, Jesus turns the question inward, “But who do you say I am?” That question still stands.  Every generation of believers has to answer it again—not with words alone, but with witness.

THE CONFESSION THAT SHIFTS EVERYTHING
Peter responds, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This is not safe theology. This is not neutral language. To say Christ is to say King. To say Son of the living God is to say ultimate authority.
And Jesus responds, “On this rock I will build My church.”
The church is not built on:
· charisma
· culture
· crowds
· or convenience
It is built on a clear confession of who Jesus is. When the church loses clarity about Christ, it loses courage in the world.

WHAT JESUS MEANT BY ‘CHURCH’
Jesus uses a word His disciples would have understood, ekklesia. Not a building. Not a service. Not an institution. A called-out assembly sent with authority.
Which means the church was never meant to be:
· a refuge from the world
· a weekly obligation
· or a spiritual clubhouse
The church is a movement with a mandate.

THE GATES OF HELL — A MISUNDERSTOOD PROMISE
Jesus says:
“The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
We love that verse.
But we often misread it.
Gates don’t advance.
They defend.
Which means Jesus is not describing a church under attack—
He’s describing a church on offense. The church belongs at the gates—where addiction lives. Where despair settles. Where injustice hides. Where hope feels distant. If the church never leaves safe spaces,
we misrepresent the promise.

WHY THE CHURCH EXISTS — AND WHO IT’S FOR
Jesus settles the mission plainly, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)
The church exists:
· for people not yet convinced
· for people not yet healed
· [bookmark: _GoBack]for people not yet hopeful
The moment the church forgets that, it becomes a museum instead of a mission. Outreach is not a department.  It is the heartbeat of the church.

THE COST OF A COMFORTABLE CHURCH
Let’s be honest. Churches don’t drift into outreach. They drift into comfort. We protect what we know. We prefer who we like. We repeat what works. However, comfort has never been the language of the cross.
Jesus says in John 20, “As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” And how was Jesus sent? Into tension. Into brokenness. Into resistance. Into suffering. Which means outreach will always cost us something—time. Reputation. Energy. Control. But it will always lead to life.

A CHURCH THAT SAYS AMEN — WITH ITS FEET
To say Amen to this truth means:
· We stop waiting for people to come.
· We start paying attention to who God has already placed around us.
· We see our neighborhoods as mission fields.
· We treat our daily lives as platforms for witness.
You don’t need a sermon outline to reach people. You need intentional presence.

WHAT IF THE CHURCH REALLY BELIEVED THIS?
What if:
· every believer saw themselves as sent?
· every conversation carried compassion?
· every act of kindness reflected Christ?
The church wouldn’t need defending. It would be undeniable.

ON THIS ROCK — FOR THIS WORLD
Jesus didn’t say, “I will build My church for itself.” He said, “I will build My church—and the gates of hell won’t stop it.” Which means the church still has power. Still has purpose. Still has a role to play. But only if we are willing to live our Amen outward. So as this year begins, let this be our declaration, We are built on Christ. We are sent into the world. We are not afraid of the gates. On this Rock — for this world. Let the Church say Amen.
