Second Sunday after Epiphany – January 18, 2026
John 1:29-42
Those who follow along with the liturgical calendar may have noticed we are back to green paraments on our altar. Green is what we use for what we call “Ordinary Time,” It’s the time between the major church seasons. Not much is happening liturgically. So right now we’re between the Christmas season and the Lent and Easter season. We so creatively name this time the “Season after epiphany.”
So creative.
However, sometimes the season mistakenly gets called the “Season OF Epiphany.” Now, I know that just sounds like semantics, but I have had to have the conversation with a worship team before that, no, you don’t have to sing “We three kings” all the way to lent. Epiphany is done and over, we’re past the wise guys and moving into Jesus ministry. But one commentator pointed out this week that maybe this mistake is ok. Because even though the day of Epiphany has come and gone earlier this month, throughout this season, we still continue to get these epiphanies in our scripture.
As Jesus ministry is beginning, scripture continually points to who exactly Jesus is and how it’s being made known to those who are around him. So far, we’ve had actual epiphany where the star led the way for the magi to discover Jesus. Last week, we had Jesus’ baptism, where the spirit descended on Jesus and God claimed Jesus as his beloved. And this week, we hear John proclaiming to anyone who will listen who Jesus is. And then Jesus giving the invitation to Andrew, “Come and see.” An invitation also extended to us.
Come and see. 
Come and see who this Jesus guy is. And how he’s going to change the world.
It was such a vague answer to Andrew’s question – where are you staying, Jesus? Come and see. Almost sounds like a pick-up line someone might say... It’s Jesus’ pick-up line for his disciples.
You wanna know what’s going on? Come and see.
It’s fitting though. I find it hard myself to summarize what all Jesus is up to in his ministry. And I imagine it was even more complicated for Jesus to try and explain who he was and what he was doing. Because Jesus love and presence was so counter cultural and challenged the foundations of the religious norm in his time, a simple, “I’m the messiah, I’ve come to save the world.” wasn’t going to suffice. In fact, that very notion threatened so many people that it ended up getting him killed. So, I think a very authentic invitation into Jesus ministry is simply “Come and See.” No sense in explaining it. Jesus is revealed in his actions as well as his words.
We talked a little in bible study last week on how we can invite others into the ministry of Jesus. And rather than harping with words, we talked about planting seeds. An invitation. A prayer. Or simply just living out our faith in all we do and allowing our actions to point others toward Jesus. Come and see. We treat others with respect and dignity because of the example that Jesus gave us.  We feed people because that's what Jesus did. We recognize God's goodness in each person. Come and see who this Jesus is and how he’s changed us. Come and see isn't just the invitation that we receive, but also the invitation that we extend. By coming here we've already accepted Jesus invitation to come and see.
We come each week and receive God's grace at the table.
We come each week and hear the word of God proclaimed
We come each week and experience love from one other
But Jesus invitation to come and see was just the beginning. This was the beginning of Jesus ministry in the calling of his disciples. Come and see is only where we begin. Jesus ministry from here took on many shapes and forms. Preaching, Teaching, healing, miracles, feeding, resurrections All of these things are what he invited us into. And then from there, enables us to go out to invite others in
As we prepare for our annual meeting following worship today, we look back on the ministry that we've done, while also looking ahead. As we look to celebrate 10 years in the life of rejoice fellowship, we're entering a new chapter. We have an opportunity to stop and listen to where Jesus is inviting us to come and see. What mission field we can enter into. What work we can do. What ways we can share the gospel of Jesus – both in word and deed. Come and see is an invitation for us now, and an invitation for us to share. Come and see what God can do through us. And see what new epiphanies Jesus can bring forth as he continues to make himself known.
