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(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 

 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Custodian: Nic 
Swain, Office: Danielle Huber, Lector: Chris Snoddy; Time with Children: Puppets!; Ushers: 
Tammy Thompson, Sue Ellen Miller; Greeter: Cathi Schwalbauch;  Acolyte: Elizabeth; Tray Server: 
Susan Urano; Livestream: Kay Cleland 
 
INTRODUCTION​
Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see 
Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship 
the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 
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PRELUDE ​ ​ ​ People of God, Rejoice 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 
☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Hail to the Lord's Anointed (ELW 311) 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 
grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 
 1 Listen to me, O coastlands;​
  pay attention, you peoples from far away!​
 The LORD called me before I was born;​
  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.​
 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword;​
  in the shadow of his hand he hid me;​
 he made me a polished arrow;​
  in his quiver he hid me away.​
 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant,​
  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”​
 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain;​
  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;​
 yet surely my cause is with the LORD​
  and my reward with my God.”​
​
 5 And now the LORD says,​
  who formed me in the womb to be his servant,​
 to bring Jacob back to him,​
  and that Israel might be gathered to him,​
 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD,​
  and my God has become my strength—​
 6 he says,​
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant​
  to raise up the tribes of Jacob​
  and to restore the survivors of Israel;​
 I will give you as a light to the nations,​
  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”​
​
 7 Thus says the LORD,​
  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,​
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,​
  the slave of rulers,​
 “Kings shall see and stand up;​
  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,​
 because of the LORD, who is faithful,​
  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,​
  2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours:​
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.​
​
  4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that you are 
not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but 
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Chosen One.”​
​
  35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus 
walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What 
are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
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you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, 
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of 
John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ​ ​ Lift Every Voice and Sing (ELW 841)

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of all tribes and nations, today we remember and give thanks for your servant, Martin 
Luther King Jr. His words moved a nation toward justice and equity. His witness called forth the 
best of us, casting a vision of unity and reconciliation that we have yet to achieve.​
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer 
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We know that remembering the saints is not enough, and so we ask for the wisdom and 
strength to emulate their bravery, their tenacity and their willingness to stop at nothing to 
speak truth to power.​
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer 
 
As we see the rise of hatred and white supremacy, the explosion of division and bigotry, we 
boldly ask for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Do again, Lord God, what you did at Pentecost, 
upend our expectations, break through our tribal loyalties, knit us together as one humanity, 
give us the ability to speak in each other’s languages, until all of us dream your dreams, see 
your visions, speak your words and not only understand each other, but long to be with one 
another.​
Lord in your mercy.  Hear our prayer 
 
On this day that is not simply a day on the calendar, but a day on which we serve and work, pray 
and hope, struggle and strive to bend the arc of history closer to justice, abide with us, inspire 
us, shape us into the people your prophets call us to be: united, beloved and a beautiful 
reflection of your glory. AMEN. 
 
PEACE ​​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.​
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  

Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!​  
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​ ​ ​ God Be in Head 
 
OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world… 

…Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION​
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy!​
Thanks be to God! 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
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May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ ​ Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God. 
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